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LETTER I. 

^ Switzerkndy September 1794* 

CO 
•0 

MY DEAR SIR, 

After fo long a fufpcnfion of our 
•correfpondence, after a filence like that of 
death, and a feparation which fo^ fome 
time pail feemed as final as if we had 
been divided by the limits of " that 
*' country from whofe bourn no travel- 
** ler returns,*' with what grateful plea- 
fure did I recognize your hand-writing^ 
with what eagernefs did I break the feal 
of your welcome letter, and with what 
foothing emotions receive the tidings of 
Vol* L B your 
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your welfare, and the aflurance of your 
affection ! Your letter was a talifman that 
ferved to conjure up a thoufand images of 
forrows and of joys that are paft, and 
which were obliterated by the turbulent 
fenfations of difmay and horror. 

Perhaps it will not be uninterefting to 
you to receive from me a (ketch of the 
fcenes which have paffed in Paris fince the 
fecond of June, an epocha to be for ever 
deplored by the friends of liberty, which 
feated a vulgar and fanguinary defpot on 
\ the ruins of a throne, till the memorable 
aSth of July 1794, when Liberty, bleed- 
ing with a thoufand wounds, revived once 
more. If the pifture I fend you of thofe 
extraordinary events be not well drawn, 
it is at leaft marked with the charafters 
of truth, fince I have been the witnefs of 
the fcenes I defcribe, and have known 
pcrfonally all the principal adtors. Thofc 
fcenes, connefted in my mind with all 
the detail of domeftic forrow, with the 
5 feelings 
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feelings of private fympathy, with the 
tears of mourning friendfhip, are im- 
preffed upon my memory in charafters 
that are indelible. They rile in fad fuc- 
ccffion like^the fhades of Banquo's line, 
and pafs along my ftiuddering recollec- 
tion. 

After having fo long fufFered without 
daring to utter a complaint, it will relieve 
my oppreffcd fpirits, to give you an ac- 
count ofour late fituation J and, in fo do- 
ing, I ihall feel the fame fort of melan- 
choly pleafure as the mariner who paints 
the horrors of the tempeft when he has 
reached the harbour, and flieds a tender* 
tear over his loft compaiyons who have 

perilhed in the wreck Ah ! my dear 

f r lend, that ovcrwhelmingrccolleftion fills 
niy heart with anguifh which only they 
who have fufFered can conceive. Thofc 
perfons in whofe fociety I moft delighted, 
in whofc cultivated minds and enlight- 
ened converfation I found the fole com* 
B 2 penfation 
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penfation for what I had loft in leaving 
my country and my friends — to fee them 
torn from me for ever, to know the pre- 
cife moment in which they were dragged 
to execution, to feel — but le^me turn a 
while from images of horror which I have 
confidered but too deeply, and which 
have caft a fadnefs over my mind that 
can never, never be difpelled. Whenever 
they recur, a funereal veil feems to me 
to be fpread over nature ; and neither the 
confcioufnefs of prefent, nor the affurance 
of future fafety, neither the charms of 
f6ciety, nor all the graces, nor all the 
wonders of the fcenes I am now contem- 
plating, can diiTipate the gloom. 

Not long after the reign of Robefpierre 
began, all paflports to leave the country 
were rcfufed, and the arreftation of the 
Englifli reliding in France was decreed 
by the national convention ; but the very 
next day the decree was repealed on the 
rcprefentations of feme French mer- 

chants^ 
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chants, who (hewed its impelicy. We 
therefore concluded that we had no fuch 
meafures to fear in future; and we heard 
from what we believed to be good autho- 
rity, that if any decree paffcd with re- 
fpedt to the Englifli, it would be that of 
their being ordered to leave the republic. 
The political clouds in the mean time 
gathered thick around the hemifpherc: 
we heard rumours of fcverity and terror^ 
which fecmed like thofe hollow noifcs that 
roll in the dark gulph of the volcano, 
and portend its dangerous eruptions: 
but no one could calculate haw far the 
threatened mifchief would extend, and 
how wide a wafte of ruin would defolatc 
the land. Already confiderable num- 
bers were imprifoned as fufpedled— /z^yi 
fe5ledl that indefinite word, which was 
tortured into every meaning of injuftice 
and oppreflion, and became what the 
French call the mot deralliement^ the ini- 
tiative term of captivity and death. 

B 3 One 
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Oneevcrring when Bernardin St. Pierre, 
the author of the charming little novel of 
Paul and Virginia, was drinking tea with 
me, and while 1 was liftening to a dcfcrip- 
tion he gave me of a Imall houfe which 
he had lately built in the centre of a beau- 
tiful iQand of the river tJi^t flows by 
EflTonne, which he was employed in de- 
corating, and where he meant. to rcalife 
fbme of the lovely fcencs which his fine 
imagination has pictured in the Mauritius, 
I was fuddenly called away from this fairy 
land by the appearance of a friend, who 
ru(hed into the room, and with great agi- 
tation told us that a decree had juft pafTed 
in the national convention, ordering all 
the Englifh in France to be put into ar- 
reftation in the fpace of four-and-twenty 
hours, and their property to be confif- 
cated. We pafled the night without 
fleep, and the following day in anxiety 
and perturbation not to be defcribcd, ex- 
pc<Sing every moment the commiflaries 

o£ 
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of the revolutionary committee and their 
guards, to put in force the mandates of 
the convention. As the day advanced^ 
our terror incrcafed : in the evening we 
received information that moft of our 
Englilh acquaintances were conduced to 
prifon. At length night came ; and no 
commiffaries appearing, we began to flat- 
ter ourfelves that, being a family of wo- 
men, it was intended that we Ihould be 
fpared ; for the time was only now ar- 
rived when neither fex nor age gave any 
claim to compaffion. Overcome with fa- 
tigue and emotion, we went to bed with 
fome faint hopes of exemption fr^m the 
general calamity of our countrynDcn. 
Thefe hopes were" hx)wever but 6f Ihort 
duration. At two in the morning we 
I were awakened by a loud knocking at 
I the gate of the hotel, which we well knew 
I to be. the fatal (ignal of our approaching 
captivity -, and a few minutes after, the 
bell of our apartments was rung with 
violence. My filler and myfclf hurried 
B 4 on 
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on oar clothes and went with trembling 
fleps to the anti-chamber, when we found 
two commiflaries of the revolutionary 
committee of our feftion, accompanied by 
a guard, two of whom were placed at the 
outer door with their fwords drawn, while 
the reft entered the room. One of thefe 
conllituted authorities held a paper in his 
hand, which was a copy of the decree of 
.the convention, and which he offered to 
read to us ; but we declined hearing It, 
and told him we were ready to obey the 
law. Seeing us pale and trembling, he 
and his colleague endeavoured to comfort 
US; they begged us to compofe our* 
fclves i they repeated that our arreftation 
was only part of a general political mea- 
fure, and that innocence had nothing to 
fear. — Alas ! innocence was no longer 
any plea for fafety. They took a proces- 
verbal of our names, ages, the country 
where we were born, the length of time 
we had lived in France ; and when this 
regifter was finilhed, we were told that 

wc 
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we muft prepare to depart. We were 
each of us allowed to take as much cleaa 
linen as we could tie up in a handker- 
chief, and which was all the property 
which we could now call our own ; the 
reft, in confequence of the decree, being 
feized by the nation. Sometinfies, under the 
preflbre of a great calamity, the nioft acute 
fenfations are excited by little circum- 
ftances which form a part of the whole, 
and fcrve in the rctrofpeft of memory, 
like certain points in a landfcape, to call 
up the furrounding fcenery : fuch is the 
feeling with which I recall the moments 
when, having got out of our apartments,, 
we flood upon the flair-cafe furrounded 
with guards,, while the commiflaries 
placed the feals on our doors. The con- 
traft between the prifon where we were 
going to be led, and that home which was 
now clofed againft^JS, perhaps for years,, 
filled my heart with a pang for which 
language has no utterance. Some of the 
B 5 guards* 
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gtiards were difpofcd to treat us with 
rudenefs ; which the commiflaries ftcrnly 
reprefftrd, and, ordering them to keep at 
feme diftance^ made us lean on their arms, 
for they faw we ftood in need of fupport, 
in our way to the committee-room. We 
found this place crowded with commif- 
faries and foldiers, fome deeping, Ibme 
writing, and others amufing themfelves 
with pleafan tries of a revolutionary na- 
ture, to wjiich wc liftened trembling. 
Every half-hour a guard entered, con- 
dufting Englifli prifoners, among whom 
were no women but ourfclves. Here wc 
pafFed the long night; and at eight in the 
morning our countrymen were taken to 
the prifon of the Madclonettes, while we 
were ftill detained at the committee. Wc 
difcovered afterwards that this was owing 
to the humanity of the commiiTaries who 
arrefted us, and who ^nt to the munici- 
pality to know if we might not be taken 
to the Luxembourg, where we ftiould 

find 
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find good accommodations, while at the 
Madeloncttes' fcarcely a bed could . be 
procured. All that compaffion could 
diftate, all the lenity which it was in the 
power of thefe commfffaries to difplay 
without incurringten years imprifonmcnr, 
the penalty annexed to leaving us at li- 
berty, we experienced. Humanity from 
members of a revolutionary committee ! 
You will perhaps exclaim in the language 
of the Jews, " Can any good thing come 
*' out of Nazareth ?'* It is certain, how- 
ever, ftrange as it may feem, that our two 
commiffaries behaved towards us as if 
they remembered that we were defencelefe 
women in a land of (trangers ; that we 
were accufed of no crime except that of 
being born on the foil of England 5 and 
that, if we were punilhed, we had only 
deferved it by trufting with too eafy a 
belief in that national faith which was 
now violated. By the way^ when I tell 
you that we experienced compaffion from 
B 6 revolu- 
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revolutionary committees, you will not 
fuppofc I mean to ^flert that compaffion- 
ate men formed the majority of their com- 
mittees. The greater part of mankind 
in all ages, even when accuftomed to the 
jnoft elevated rank, have abufed power : 
how then could it be hoped that un- 
limited power would not be abufed, which 
was confided to men who were for the 
moft part ignorant and unenlightened ; 
men who, till that period, confined to their 
fliops and their manual occupations, were 
fuddenly tranfported into fplendid hotels, 
with authority to unlock cabinets blazing 
with jewels, to feize upon heaps of un- 
counted gold, and wjth a ftroke of their 
pens to difperfe as many warrants for im- 
prifonment, as caprice, envy, or miftaken 
2eal might prompt j w^ho were made ar- 
biters of the liberty, property, and even 
lives of their fellaw-citizens ; and who 
were incited, nay even compelled, to adfcs 
cf violence under the penalty of being 

branded 
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.branded with the guilt of moderantifm? 
When fuch was the new-cftabli(hedfyftcm, 
when it required the moft daring courage 
to be humane, and when to be cruel was 
to be fafe, can you wonder, that among 
the revolutionary committees in general 
there was not " as much pity to be found 
" as would fill the eye of a wren?'' Af- 
ter pafling the whole day, as we had done 
the night, in the committee- room, orders 
arrived from the municipality to fend us 
to the former palace, now the prifon of 
the Luxembourg, where we were attended 
; by two guards ^ithin each coach, while 
! two walked oa each fide. What ftrange 
* fenfations I felt as I paffed through the 
ftrcets of Paris, and afcended the fteps of 
the Luxembourg, a fad fpeftacle to the 
crowd ! We were condufted to the range 
of apartments above the former rooms of 
ftatc, where we were received with the 
utmoft civility by the keeper of the pri- 
fon, Benoit, a name which many a wretch 

has 
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has bleflcd, for many a forrow his com- 
paflion and gentlenefs have foftened. His 
heart was indeed but ill fuited to his 
office; and often he incurred the dif- 
pleafure of thofe favages by whom he was 
employed, and who willied their viftims 
to feel the full extent of their calamity, 
unmitigated by any detail of kindnefs, 
any attention to thofe little wants which 
this benevolent perfon was anxious to re- 
move, or thofe few comforts which he had 
the power to beftow. The barbarians 
thought it not enough to load their vic- 
tims with irop, unlefs " it entered into 
" their fouls." But Benoit was not to be 
intimidated into cruelty. Without de- 
viating from his duty, he purfued his 
Jfteady courfc of humanity; and may the 
grateful bencdiftions of the unhappy 
have afcended for him to heaven ! 

We had a good apartment allotted us, 
which a few weeks before had been inha- 
bited by Valaze, one of the deputies of 

the 
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the convention, who was now transferred 
to the prifon of the Conciergerie. Our 
apartment, with feveral adjoining, had 
foon after the event of the 31ft of May 
been prepared for the imprifonment of 
the deputies of the cote. droit 5 and for that 
purpofe the windows which commanded 
a fine view of the Luxembourg-gardens 
had been blocked up to the upper panes, 
which were barred with iron. Mattraflcs 
were provided for us in this gloomy 
chamber, the door of which was locked 
by one of our jailors; and we had fuffered 
too much fatigue of body, as well as dif- 
turbance of mind, not to find a refuge 
from forrow in fome hours of profound 
fleep. 
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JL HE next morning the fun arofc with 
unufual brightnefs; and with the aid of 
a table on which I mounted, I faw 
through our grated windows the beau- 
tiful gardens of the Luxembourg. Its 
tall majeftic trees had not yet loft theiF 
foliage ; and though they were fallen,, like 
our fortunes, " into the fear, the yellow 
leaf," they ftill prefented thofe rich gra- 
dations of colouring which belong to au- 
tumn. The fun gilded the gothic fpires 
of the furrounding convents, which lifted 
up their tall points above the venerable 
groves ; while on the back-ground of the 
fcenery arofe the hills of Meudon. It 
fecmed to me as if the declining feafon 
had (bed its laft interefting graces over 
the landfcape to footh my afflided fpirit ; 

and 
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and fuch was the cfFeft it produced. It 
is fcarcely poffible to contemplate the 
beauties of nature without that enthu- 
fiaftic pleafure which fwells into devo- 
tion; and when fuch difpofitions arc 
excited in the mind, refignation to fufier- 
ings, which in the facred words of 
fcripture " are but for a moment,'* be- 
comes a lefs difficult duty. 

The Luxembourg had lately been fitted 
ijp to receive the crowd of new inhabi- 
tants, with which it was going to be 
peopled, and every apartment obtained 
a particular appellation, which was in- 
fcribed on the outfidc of the door. Wc 
were lodged in the chamber of Cincin* 
natus : Brutus, I think, was our next* 
door neighbour j and Socrates had pitch- 
ed his tent at the diftance of a few paces. 
The chamber of IndivifibilUy was allotted 
to fome pcrfons accufed oi federalifm^ and 
Liberty was written in broad charafters 
over the door of a prifoner who was au 
• fecret. 
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fecret^. With rerpe6k to great names, it 
' has been obfervcd in Paris, that almoft 
all the illuflrious characters of Greece 
and Rome have been led to the Guillo- 
tine — for inftancc, Brutus, who often, ^ 
while we were in prifon, came from the 
municipality with orders from Anaxa- ^ 
goraS) was foomafter doomed to an equal 
fate, 

<< Alike in fortune, as alike in fame l^* 

together with Anacharfis, Agricola, Ari- 
fiides, Phocion, Sempronius Gracchus, 
Epaminondas, Cato the elder and the 
younger, and many other no lefs cele- 
brated worthies, who fell in fad fucceflion/ 
under the fword of Maximilian^. * 

Our prifon was frlled with a multi- 
tude of perfons of difFerent conditions, 
characters, opinions and countries, and 

* In clofc confinement. 

f The chriftian name of Robcfpierrc. 
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feemed an epitome of the whole world. 
The mornings were devoted to bufinefs, 
and pafled in little occupations, of which 
the prifoners fometimes complained, but 
for which perhaps they had reafon to be 
thankful, fince lefs leifure was left them 
to brood over their misfortunes. Every 
one had an appointed ta(k : in each 
chamber the prifoners, by turns, lighted 
the fires, fwept the rooms, arranged the 
beds ; and thofc who could not afford to 
have dinner from a tavern, or, as the 
lich were yet permitted, from their own 
houfes, prepared themfelves their meals. 
Ev«ry chamber formed a fociety fubjeft 
to certain regulations : a new prefident 
was chofen every day, or every week, 
who enforced its laws and maintained 
good order. In fome chambers no per- 
fon was allowed to fing after ten, in 
others, after eleven at night. This re- 
ftriftion would, perhaps, have been fu- 
perfluous in England in a fimilar fitua- 

tion^ 
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tion 5 but it was highly neceffary here, 
fince it prevented fuch of the prifoners 
as were more light-hearted than the reft 
from finging all night long, to the an* 
noyance of others of their neighbours 
who might think the mufic which re- . 
founded through the prifon during the 
day fully fufficient. The fyftem of 
equality, whatever oppofition it met with 
in the world, was in its full extent prac- 
tifed in the prifon. United by the ftrong 
tie of common calamity, the prifoners 
confidered themfelves as bound to foften 
the general evil by mutual kind of- 
fices ; and ftrangers meeting in fuch 
circumftances foon ^ became friends. 
The poor lived not upon the crumbs 
which fell from the rich man's table, 
but (hared the comforts of the repaft j 
and here was found a community 
of the fmall ftock of goods, which 
belonged to the whole without the 
ncceflity of a requifition. One broom, 

which 
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which was the property of a countefs, 
was ufcd by twenty delicate hands to 
fweep the refpeftive apartments ; and a 
tea-kettle with which a friend furnifhed 
my mother was literally, as Dr. Johnfon 
obferved of his own, " liever allowed 
time to cool/' but was employed from 
morning till night in furnifhing the 
Englifti with tea. 

In the afternoon the prifoners met in 
an anti-chamber, which commanded a 
view of the gardens. Here they formed 
themfelves into groups : fome converfed, 
others walked up and down the room ; 
others gazed from the windows on the 
walks below, where, * perhaps, they re- 
cognized a relation or a friend, who, 
being denied the privilege of vifiting the 
prifon, had come to footh them by a 
look or tear of fympathy. During the 
firft days of our confinement, th« pri- 
foncrs were permitted to fee their friends ; 
and many a ftriking contraft of gaiety 

and 



( 22 ) 

and forrow did the anti-chamber then 
exhibit. In one part of the room, lively 
young people were amufmg their vifitors 
by a thoufarid little pleafantries on their 
own fituation ; in another, a hufband who 
was a prifoner was taking leave of bis 
wife who had come to fee him, and (bed- 
ding tears over his child who was cling- 
ing to his knees, or had thrown its arms 
around his neck and refufed to be torn 
from its father. As the number of pri- 
foners increafed, which they did fo ra- 
pidly, that in lefs than a week they were 
augmented from an hundred to a thou- 
fand, the rules of the prifon became more 
fcvere, and the adminiftrators of the po- 
lice gave ftridt orders, that no perfon 
whatever ftiould be admitted. After 
this period the wives of fome of the pri- 
foners came regularly every day, bring- 
ing their children with them to the ter- 
race of the gardens. You often faw the 
mother weepings and the children ftretch-^ 

ing 
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ing out their little hands and pointing 
to their fathers, who ftood with their eyes 
fixed upon the objefts of their afFedion : 
but fometimcs a furly fentinel repreffed 
tbefe melancholy effufions of tendernefs, 
by calling to the perfons in the walk to 
keep off, and make no figns to the pri- 
foners. — In the mean time, among the 
crowd that filled the public room were 
fine gentlemen and fine ladies, who had 
held the higheft rank at court, fome 
flirting together, others making appoint- 
ments for card parties or mufic in their 
own apartments in the evening, and ' 
others relating to us in pathetic language 
all they had fuSered, and all they had 
loft by the revolution. It was impoflible 
not to fympathizc in the diftreflcs of 
fome, or avoid wondering at the folly of 
others, in whom the ftrong fenfe of dan- 
ger could not overcome the feelings of 
vanity 5 and who, although the tremen- 
dous decree had juft gx)ne forth, making 

*' terror 
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*« terror the order of the day," and know- 
' ing that the fatal pre-eminence of rank 
was the fureft paflport to the guillotine, 
could not refift ufing the profcribed no- 
menclature of " Madame la duchefle," 
" Monfieur Ic comte," &c. which feem- 
cd to iffue from their lips like natural 
melodies to which the ear has long been 
accuftomed, and which the voice invo- 
luntarily repeats. There were, however, 
among the captive nobility many perfons 
who had too much good fcnfe not to 
.obferve a different conduft, who had 
proved themfelves real friends to liberty, 
had made important facrifices in its 
caufe, and who had been led to prifon 
by revolutionary committees on pre- 
tences the moft trivial, and fometimes 
from miftakes the moft ludicrous. Such 
was the fate of the former count and 

countefs of , who had dif- 

tinguilhcd themfelves from the begin- 
ning of the revolution by the ardour 

of 
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of their patriotifm and the largenefs of 
their civic donations. They had hither- 
to lived undifturbed in their fplendid 
hotel, and there they might probably 
have continued to live a lictle longer, had 
not the Countefs, in an evil hour, fent 
down to her chateau a fine marble hearth, 
which by fome accident was broken on 
the way. The fteward fent a letter, in 
which, among other things, he men- 
lioned that the " foyer * muft be repaired 
at Paris." The letter was intercepted 
and read by the revolutionary committee. 
They fwore, they raged at the dark 
dcfigns of ariftocracy. " Here," faid 
they, " is a daring plot indeed! 2, foyer 
of counter-revolution, and to be repaired 
at Paris ! We muft inftantly feizc the 
authors and the accomplices." In vain 
the Countefs related the ftory of tho 

* Foyer is the French name for hearth, and aUb 
for the central point of a fyllem. 

Vol. I, C hearth. 
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'hearth, and aflerted that no conrpiracy 
lurked beneath the marble : both herfclf 
and her hufband were condudted to the 
maifon d'arret of their fcdlion, from 
which^ve faw them arrive at the Liix- ■ 
embourg with about fixty other perfons . 
jsLt the hour of midnight, ^after having 
been kd through the ftreets in procef- . 
'fion by the light of an immenfe num* 
ber of .flambeaux, and guarded by a- 
whole battalion. Thefc • prifonfers had 
<xz lead the confolation of findrng them- 
■felves in the fociety of many of their 
fritndsand acquaintances, for all the po- 
lite part of the.fauxbourg St. Germain 
might be faid to be aflembled at the 
Luxembourg in mafs. Imprifonmenc 
here was, however, no longer the ex- 
clufive diftinftion of former rK)bility, 
but was extended to g eat numbers of 
the former third eflate. We had priefts,- 
phyficians, merchantsi Ihop-kecpers, ac- 
tors and adrcfles, French -valecs and 

JEnglifh 
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Englifti waiting-women, all aflcmbled to 
gether in the public room-, but in the 
private apartments Benoit^s benevolent 
heart taught him the moft delicate fpe- 
cies of politenefs^ by placing thofe per- 
fons together who were moft likely to 
find fatisfaftron in each others' fociety. 

Amidft many an j?loquent tale of cha- 
teaux levelled with the ground, and 
pahces where, to borrow an image of de- 
folatic^n from Oflian, " the fox might 
be feen looking out at the window," wc 
fometimes heard the complaints of Am- 
ple forrow unallied to greatnefs ; but, like 
the notes of the ftarling, " fo true in time 
to nature were they chanted," that they 
fcized irrefiftibly on the heart. Of this 
kind was a fcene which. pafled fometimes 
between a poor Englifli woman and her 
dog,, which fhe had brought to keep her 
company in her captivity. She had been 
houfe-keeper in a French family, and, 
fome months before (he was imprifoned, 
C 2 had 
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liad fent lier daughter, who was her only 
*child, to her friends in England. The 
.poor woman often exclaimed, while her 
face was bathed in tears, "Oh, Chirlotte, 
Charlotte, I ftiall i^ver fee you again!" 
Whenever the dog heard the name of 
Charlotte, he began to hoVl, in fo me- 
lancholy a note that it was impoflible 
not to fympathife in his lamentation. 

The moft frightful circumftance which 
.attended our arreftation were the vifits of 
Henriot, the commandant of the .mili- 
tary force of Paris. .This wretch had 
•been'one of th^ executioners -on 'the fe- 
^cond of September^ and was appointed 
by the commune of Paris on the jifl: 
^of May to take the command of the na- 
tional guard, to point the cannon againft 
the convention, to violate the reprefen- 
tation of the people, and to a6t the pre- 
Jude of that dark drama of which France 
^has been the defolated fccne, and Europe 
the affrighted fpedtator. Henriot per- 

formed 
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fcrmed his part fo much to the fatisfac 
tion of his employers, that he was con- 
tinued in his command; and it was a- 
part of his office to vifit the prifons, and 
take care that they were properly guard- 
ed. The fir ft time I faw him was the 
day after dur confinement. He en- 
tered on a fudden our apartment, bran- 
dilhihg his fword, and accompanied by 
twelve of his officers. There was fome- 
thing in his look "which did not give you 
fmrptythe- idc^- df .tji^; ferocky which is 
fon^ii^[^?^9/'bf*^UAd i7aQO^*civ.iri5;^d 
Europeans V his fiCrcerieis feemeci toW' 
"of that kind which belongs to a cannibal 
©f New Zealand; and he looked not 
merely as if ke longed to plunge his fabre 
in our bofoms, but to drink a libation 
of our blood. He poured forth a volley 
of oaths and imprecations, called out to 
know how many guillotines muft be 
crefted for the Englifii, and did not 
leave our chamber till one perfon who 
C 3 was 



( 30 ) 

was prefent had fainted with terror. In-' 
this manner he vifited every ^partment^ 
fpreading confternation and difmay ; and 
thefe vifits were repeated three or four • 
times in a week. Whenever tHe tram- 
pling of his hor(e*s feet was heard in the 
court-yard, the firft prifonerwho diftin- 
guifhed the well-known found gave 'the 
alarm, and in one moment the public 
room was cleared; ev^ry.perfon flying 
with the .precipitation of fear to his own 
a ;^r,y: roen¥i*^*^ v ey^ . JV^jffe wa^' ifltfSntly 

' ^^Vfgl^d the i^p1?Mvr31iav >,'ary(J;:^e. re* 
mained crouching in our c€lls,.Jikc the' 
Greeks in the cave of Polyphemus, till . 
the monfter difappeared. The vifitsof 
the adminiftrators of police, though not 
fo terrific as thofe of Hcnriot, were no- 
thing lefe than foothing. . Brutality, as 
well as terror, was the order of the day •, 
and thofe public funftionaries, whbfe bu- 
finefs it was not only to fee that the po- 
lice 
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Bee of the prifon was well regulated,, bur 
alfo to hear if the prifoners had. any fub- 
jc6l of complaint, .^uied to make the en- 
quiry in a tone of (uch ferocity, thar^ 
whatever* oppreflions might .hang on the 
heart, the lips loft the power of giving 
them utterande. The. vifits of the po- 
lice, genefally produced fome additional 
rigour to our confinement ; and in a Iliprt 
time all accefs to us whatever was for- 
bidden except by letters, which v/ere fent 




fom'ecimes roM^ feu* d^ti^ ThiSita^lcrfon'/ 
the ftrarige 'capriCe-afid* viciflin^'es-bf 
fortune. We found tfie ex minifter Ame- 
lot.a prifoner in the Luxembourg; he, 
who during his adminiftration had diftri- 
buted Icttrcs de cachet with fo much 
liberality. Tyranny had now changed 
its inftruments, and he was become him- 
felf the vidim of deipotifm with new 
C4 infignia: 
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infignia : the hlue ribband had given place 
' to the red cap^ and " de par Ic roi" was 
transformed into '' par nnefure de furete 
generale." By his order La Tude, whofc 
hiftory. is fo well known, had been con- 
fined thirty years in the Baftille. He was 
now enjoying the fweets of liberty j and^ 
before the prifon-doors were (hut againft 
ftrangers, came frequently to vifit fome 
of his friends in the very room where the 
minifler was imprifoneid. 

Amelot, in a comfortable; apaiXment 
j^wijfurjounded Ejy^ol&irfy^riKd not 
. liiVxbtjfenVmw firmiiefs 

as*La,'^ude haiboo-ne-thc folitude of His. 
dungeon, cheered only by the plaintive 
founds of his flute of reeds. He was 
in a (hort time bereft of his reafon j and, 
among the wanderings of his imagina- 
tion, ufed to addrefs ktters to all the 
kings of Europe and all the emigrant 
princes^ inviting them to fumptuous re-. 

pafls. 
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pafts, to which he fometimes propbfed 
admitting the national convention, to 
Ihew that he was above bearing malice. 

Whenever any new prifoners arrived, . 
the reft crowded around them, and haf- 
tened to calm their minds by the moft 
foothing expreflions of fympathy. Not 
fuch were the emotions excited by the 
appearance of Maillard, who was one of 
the murderers on the fecond of Septem- 
ber, and who had lately been appointed 
to a Gommaijd.iir/hi^rf vplutionarjj ^rm^j ^ 
from tir(i?chi;foK {ome;^>afYeriiuons;;te,' 
was now difmifled, fent to prifon,. and or- 
dered into clofeconfinehient. Hchad taken ' 
a very aftivc part in the late tranfadtions, . 
and had, a few days before his own arreft, . 
conduced to prifon two fine boys, who 
were the fons of the ex-minifter La Tour 
du Pin, together with their governor, 
who was a prieft. They were flepping 
into a carriage, which was to convey them 
to fchool, when they were leized upon 
C5 by 
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by MaiUard, who taking the youngeflr, a 
child of eleven years of age, by the 
Ihoulder, faid to hitn . in'* a ftcrri accent, 
. " II faut dire la verite, toute la verite, 
et rieh que la verite*.'* No fooner was 
Maillard brought into the -anti- cham- 
ber, while his room was preparing, than 
the Uttle boy recognized his, acquaint- 
ance, and running up to him cried, " Bon 
jour, citoy^n .Maillard— il faut dire la . 
verite, toute la verite, etr'rien que la ve- •. 



rire/' 



: Nothing coul4 be more, painful than 
the fenfatibns excited by reading the 
evening papers, which the prifoners were 
at this time permitted to receive, and 
which were expedled with that trembling 
anxiety with which', under prefeijt evils, 
we long to look into the prbmifes offu- 
turity. The evening paper feemed to 

* You miift fpeak the truth, the whole truth, and 
fiothing but the truth* 

VS 



us. .the book of o\ir deftiny ; but there 
we could trace no foothing charafters of 
hopefjormercjcf Every line was (lamped 
with confpiracy, vehgetoce, defolation, 
and death; and- the reading the-eventi 
of the day^left impreffions on our noinds 
which often deprived us of deep. We 
fometimes quitted the crowd in the pub- 
lic room, and, fhutting ourfelvesup in our 
own apartment^ endea^oXired, amidft the 
.••"evils, of this W0fld>, like 'Sterne's monk, 
. *.to look beyond 'it; If fuch nieditation 
' was calculated to wipe away our tears, 
it fometimes made, them flow — *' Let the 
jQgfiing of the- prifoner come before 
Thee : according to the greatnefs of Thy 
power, preferye Thou thofe that are ap- 
pointed to 3ie !" 
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LETTER III. 

X HE days of my captivity arc often 
brought back to my remembrance, by 
circumftances which feem fufficlently re. 
mote from forrows ; • by that connexion, 
of the paft with the prcfcnt, which Akcn- 
fide defcribcs fobeautifuUy^ : and youwill ' 
perhaps think that my imagination is- 
fomewhat difordered, when I tell you that 
the lake, from the luxuriant banks of 
which I fend you this letter, recalls to my 
mind our apartment in the prifon. The 
walls of that apartment were hung with 
tapefcry which defcribed a landfcape of 
romantic beauty. On that landfcape I 
often gazed till I almoft perfuaded my- 
fclf that the fcenery was alive around me, 

f Fleafures of Imagiaation, book liu 
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fo much did I delight in the pleaGng iU 
lufion. How often, while my eyes were 
fixed on that canvafs which led my wound- 
ed fpirit from the cruelty of man to the 
benignity of God — how often did I wi(h 
" for the wings of a dove, that I might 
flee away and be at reft !" To be feated 
at the foot of thofe fheltering hills which 
embofomed fome mimic habitations, or 
beneath a mighty elm which rofa ma- 
jeftically in the fore-ground of the piece, 
and fpread its thick foliage over a green 
flope, appeared to me the fummit of 
earthly felicity. Thofe hills, the torrent* 
ftream which rolled down their fteep 
fides, the fhady elm, and all the objefts on 
the tapeftry, are indelibly imprefled on my 
memory; and often when I am wander- 
ing through the charming fcenes of Swit*. 
zerland, a country which nature feems 
to have created more for ornament than 
ule, where fhe has fpread over every 
landfcapc thofe^ lavilh graces which in . 

other 
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• [ .other regions belong only . to a few ft- 

votircd fpots, I have felt my eyes bathed 

* in tears, while, amidftviewis of overwhelm- 
ing greatnefs, fomc minute objedl un- 

• obferyed by others has led my imagination 
, to.the tapeftry and the prifon. . A few 

days firicel pafled along the falls of the • 
- TeHino,' rolling through narrow clifts un- 
. der rocks of the-moft terrific form, in a 
fucceffionof torrents, fweeping after each, 
other down the abrupt defcent, and brok- 
en in their courfe.byenontious fragrnents 
torn from the cliffs; ibmetimcs railing 
their fcattered (urges into thin air,: and 
fometimes difplaying the prifmatic co- 
lours on- the foam. While I was Rang- 
ing on one of thofe daring. bridges that 
, are., thrown acrofs the gulph, and that 
' tradition calls the work of fupernatural 
agency, after the firft tranfport of admira-r 
tion, in which the mind lofes all -traces 
of the paft, or thought of the future, 
had fubfided^ the torrcnt-rill which 

^rufhcd 



. rulhed down the Luxembourg tapeftry 
prefciited itfelf to oiy memory, whjte 

' amidft the pendent groves of 'pine* and 
fir, bending along the cliflfs, aiid above the 

• fweeping birch which dipppd its dfoop- 
•ing* branches in the furfj I discovered a 
towering -elm, the form of which refem- 
blcd the friend of my captivity^- But 
how far have I efcapcd from my prifon ! 
— ^You. will forgive this digrcffiOn : my 
mind is full of thofefcenes of beauty and 
grandeur which have calnied my troubled 

. fpirit, and in which I have found a reno^ 
vatiort. of exiflence. 

I have yet only given you a general 
outline of our prifon ; but there was orie 
fcene of calamity which myfclf and my 
family were alone doomed to witnefs,.and 
of which our fellow captives had no (hare. 
Our apartment, with two others adjoin- 
ing, was feparated from the public room 
by a little paflage, and a door which the 
huifficrs carefully locked at night. It 

happened 
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happened that thefe apartments were then 
occupied by two perfons in whofe fociety 
we had pafled fome of the mod agreeable 
hours of our refidence in France. Thefe 
perfons were Sillery and La Source^ two 
of the members of the convention, who 
had been long in clofe confinement, arid 
who were now on the point of appearing 
before that fanguinary tribunal whence, 
after the moft fhocking mockery of juf- 
tice, they were inhumanly dragged to the 
fcaffold. Sillery, on account of his in- 
firmities, had with much difficulty ob- 
tained permiffion from the police for his 
fervant to be admitted into the prifon dur- 
ing the day, together with an old female 
friend, who, on the plea of his illnefs, 
had implored leave to attend him as his 
nurfe, with that eloquence v/hich belongs 
to afflidion, and which fometimes even 
the moft hardened hearts are unable to 
refift. While men aflbme over our fex 
fo many claims to fuperiority^ let them 

^ at 
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at leaft beftow on us the palm of con- 
ftancy, and allow that in the fidelity 
of our attachments we have the right 
of pre-eminence. Thofe prifons from 
which men ftirunk back with 'terror^ 
and where they often left their friends 
abandoned left they ftiould be involved 
in their fate— women, in whom the force 
of fenfibility overcame the fears of 
female weaknefs, demanded and fome- 
times obtained permiflion to vifit, in de- 
fiance of all the dangers that furrounded 
their gloomy walls. Sillery's friend and 
hh fervant being allowed to go in and 
out of his apartment, the door was not 
kept conilantly locked, although he and 
La Source were clofely confined, and not 
permitted to have any communication 
with the other prifoners. The fccond 
night of our abode in the Luxembourg, 
when the prifoners had retired to their re- 
fpeftivc chambers^ and the keeper had 
locked the outer door which enclofed our 
three apartments, La Source entered our 

room. 
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iDom. Oh ! how different was this icp- 
terVicw from thofe meetings of focialen*. 
joyment that were embelUflied by the 
charms of his converfation, always dif- 
tinguifhed by. a flow o/ eloquence, and-' 
.animated- by that enthuliaftic * fervour 
which peculiarjy belonged to his charac- 
ter I 'La Source was a native of Langue- 
dbc, and united with very fuperior ta- 
lents, that vivid warmth of invagination 
for which the fouthern provinces* of • 
France have- beea renawncd fiEce the . 
period when, awakened by the genial in- 
fluence of thofe luxuriant, regions,, the . 
fong of the Troubadours burft from the . 
gloom of gothic barbarifm. Liberty in 
the foul of La Souxce was Icfs a princi- 
ple than a paffion, for his bofom beat 
high with philanthropy 5 and. in his. 
former fituation as a proteftant nriinifter 
he had felt ilia peculiar manner the op- *. 
; preffion of the antient fy ffem. His fenfi- 
bility was acute, and his fdetettation of 
riie crimen 'by which, the revolution had> • 
;- . ^ beea 
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been fullied, was in proporlion to his de- 
voted attachment to its caufe. La Source 
was polite and ai^iiablc in his manners:* 
he had a tafte for.mufic, and a* powerful 
voice; and Tung,, as he converfed, with all . 
the energy of feeling,' After the day had .. 
paffed in the fatigue of -public debates, he 
was glad to lay afidc the, tumult of poli- 
tics in the eve/iing, for the converfatioii 
of fome literary men whbm.he met occa- 
fionally. at.our tea-tabte.. Ah, how little . 

did we then forefee the'hdrrors -of that 
period when we (hould meet him in the 
gloom of a.prifon, a prprcribed viftim,. 
with whom this melancholy interview was 
befet with danget ! • 

We were obliged. ta converfc in whif- • 
pers, while we kept watch fucceflivcly 
at the outer door, that if any ftep ap- 
proached he might inftantly fly to his 
•chamber. . He had* much to a(k, havino; 
been three' months a clofe prifoner, and * 
knowmg little of what was pafling in the 

worlds 
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xvorld ; and though he feelned to f<irgct 
all the horrors of his fitaation in the con- 
folation he derived from thefe moments 
of confidential- converfacion, yet he fre- 
quently lamented, that this laft. gleam q€ 
pleafiirc which was fhed over his ex- 
illence was purchafed at the price of our 
captivity. In the folitude of his prifon, 
no voiceoffriendlhip,_ no accents of pity 
had reached his car j and after our ar- 
rival, he ufed through the lonely day to 
count the hours till the prifon-gates were ' 
clofed, till all was ftill within its walls,., 
and no found was heard without, except 
at intervals the hoarfe cry of the fen ti- 
nels, when he haftcncd fo our apartment. 
The difcovery of thefe vifics would in- 
deed have expofed us to the moft fatal 
confequences ; but our fympathy pre^ 
vailed over our fears^j nor could w€, what^- 
ever might be the event, refufe our de- 
voted friend this laft melancholy fatisfac- 
tjoo. La Source at his fecond vifit was 

accompanied 
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accompanied by Sillery^ the hufband of 
Madame de Sillery whofe writings arc 
fo well known in England. Sillery was 
■about fixty years of age ; had lived freely, 
like moft men of his former* rank in 
France ; and from this diffipatcd life had 
more the appearance of age than belong- 
ed to his years. His manners retained 
the elegance, by which that clafs was 
^iftinguilhed which Mr. Burke has de- 
nominated ." the Corinthian capital of 
polilbed fociety/' Sillery had a fine taftc 
for drawing, and during his confinement 
<iifplayed the powers of his pencil by 
•tracing beautiful landfcapes. He alfo 
amufed himfclf by reading hiftory j and, 
pofleffing conlTderable talents for litera- 
ture, had recorded with a rich warmth 
-of colouring the events of the revolution, 
in which he had been a diftinguilhed 
adtor, and of which he had treafured up 
details precious for hiftory. With keen 
regret he told mc that he had committed 

fcveral 
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fevcra-l volumes of manufcript to tbc 
flames, a fad facrifice to the Omars of 
theday. 

The mind of Sillery was fomewhat left 
fortified againft his approfaching fate than 
that of La Source. ' The old-man often 
turiKd back on* th^ paft .and wept^ and 
fometimes enquired \^ith an anxious- look, 
if we bdieved * there was any chanc6 of 
iiis deliverance. •• Alas! I have no words 
to paint the fenfations of -thofe mo-' 
tnents I — To know that the days of our 
fellow captives were numbered — that 

• thty wer« doonifed ' to perifc — that the. 
bloody ttibunal before which they were 
going to appear, . was but the path-way 
to the fcaffold — to have*the painful taflc 
of ftifling our feelings, while we endea- 

• Voured to footh the weaknefs of humanity 
by hopes which we knew were fallacious, 
was a fpecies of mifcry almoft infuppprt-r 
able. There were moments indeed, when 
the talk became too painful to be en- 
dured ; 
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':3ured. There were moments when^ (hock- 

^ed by fome new incident pf terror, this 
cruel reft'raint gave way to uncontrolable 
emotion "; when the tears, the fobbings of 
convulfiye anguifli would no longer be 
-fupprefled, and.our unfortunate friends 
were obliged to give inftead of receiving 
confolation. 

'They had in their calamity, that. fu.p- 
^poVt which is. of all others the moft effec- 

• tual under misfortune. Religion was 
in La Source 4 habif of the mind. Im- 
.prefled . with the mod fublime ideas of 
■the ^Supremis Bcin'g, although the ways 
^f heaven never appeared rhore dark and 
intricate than in thi^ triumph pf guilr 
vovcr innocence, he repofed with un- 
^bounded confidence in that Pravidence 

. -in whofe hand are the ifflies of life arid 

<ieath, • Sillery, who had a feeling heart, 

*>fpund devotion the moft foothing refuge 

of affliftion. He and La Sour-ce com- 

pofed -together a little hymn adapted to 

a fwect folemn air, which they called 

their 
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their evening fervice. Every night be* 
fore we parted they fung this fimple dirge 
in a low tone to prevent their being heard 
in the other apartments, which made it 
feem more plaintive. Thofe mournful- 
founds, the knell of my departing friends, 
y«t thrill upon my heart! 
L 

Calmcz nos allarmes> 

Prctcz nous lei afmes, 

Source dc vrais bicni, 

Brlfez nos liens ! 

Entcndc les accens 

De tes enfans 

Dans les tourmcns ; 

lb foufFrent, ct leurs larmci 

C'eft leur ftul encens ! 
JI. 

Pfcncz notre defenfe, 

Grand Dieu de Tinnocenccl 

Pres de toi toujours 

EUe trouve fob fecours ; 

Tu connais nos cocurs, 

Et les autcurs 

De nos malheurs ; 

D'un fort qui t'oflFenft 

Dctrui la rigueur, 

HI. 
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Quand la tyrannic 
Frappe notre vie, 
Fiers dc notre fort^ 
Meprifant la raort. 
Nous te beniiTons, 
Nous triomphons, 
£t nous favons 
Qu'un j our la patrie 
Vengera nos noms ! 

THE TRANSLATION. 
I. 
Calm all the tumults that invade 
Our fouls, and lend thy pow'rful aid, 
Oh ! fource of mercy ! footh our paint. 
And break, Oh ! break our cruel ghains I - 
To thee the captive pours his cry, 
To thee the mourner loves to fly : 
The incenfe of our tears receive, 
'Tis all the incenfe we can give, 

11. 
Eternal pow'r, our caufe defend, 
Oh God ! of innocence the friend 1 
Near thee for ever (he rcfides, 
In thee for ever (he confides. 
Thou know'ft thefecrcfs of the breaft, 
Thou know'il th' oppreflbr and th' oppreft : 
VcL. I. D Do 
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Do thou our wrongs with pity fee, ^ 

Avert a doom offending thee J 

IIL 

But (hould the murderer's arm prevail. 
Should tyranny our lives affail, 
Unmov'd, triumphant, fcorning death. 
We'll blefs thee with our lateft breath. 
The hour, the glorious hotir will come 
That confecrates th€ patriot's tomb ; 
And with the pang our memory claims. 
Our country will avenge our names 1 

La Source often fpoke of his wife with 
tender regret. He had been married 
only a week, when he was chofen a 
member of the legiflative affembly, and 
was obliged to haften to Paris, while 
his wife remained in Languedoc to 
take care of an aged mother. When the 
legiflative affembly was diflblvcd, . La 
Source was immediately elefted a mem- 
ber of the national convention, and 
could find no interval in which to vific 
his native fpot, or his wife, whom be faw 
5 no 
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no more. In his meditations on the chain 
©f political events, he mentioned one little 
incident which feemed to hang on his 
mind with a fort of fuperftitious feeling. 
A few days after the loth of Auguft he 
dined in the fauxbourg of St. Antoine 
with feveral members of the legiflative 
aflembly, who were the moft diftinguiih- 
ed for their talents and patriotifm. They 
were exulting in the birth of the new 
republic, and the glorious part they 
were to aft as its founders, when a citi- 
zen of the fauxbourg, who had been in- 
vited to partake of the repaft, obferved, 
that he feared a different deftiny awaited 
them. " As you have been the founders 
of the republic," faid he, " you will 
alfo be its vidims. In a fhort time you 
w>ll be obliged to impofe reftraints and 
duties on the people, to whom your ene- 
mies and theirs will reprefent you as hav* 
ing overthrown regal power only to et 
fablifh your own. You will be accufcd 
D2 of 
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of ariftocracy j and I forefee,'^ he added 
with much perturbation, " that you will 
all perifh on the fcafFold.*' The com- 
pany fmiled at his Angular predidtion : 
but during theenfuing winter, when the 
ftorm was gathering over the political 
horizon. La Source recalled the pro- 
phecy, and fometimes reminded Verg- 
niaud of the man of the fauxbourg St. 
Antoine. . Vergniaud had little heeded 
the augur ; but a few days previous to 
the 31ft of May, when the convention was 
for the firft time befieged, La Source 
faid again to Vergniaud, " Well, what 
think you of the prophet of the faux- 
bourg ?** ^* The prophet of the faux- 
bourg,*' anfwered Vergniaud, " was in 
the right." 

The morning now arrived when La 
Source and Sillery, together with nineteen 
other members of theconvention, were led 
before the revolutionary tribunal. When 
the guards who were to conduft them 

arrived. 
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arrived, the other prifbncrs crowded to 
the public room to fee them pafs, and 
we (hut ourfclves up in our own apart- 
ment. They returned about five in the 
evening ; foon after which their counfcl 
arrived, and we had no opportunity of 
. feeing them till midnight, when they re- 
lated to us what had pafled* The conduA 
of the judges and the afped of the jury 
were calculated to banifh every gleam of 
hope from the bofoms of the prifoners j 
^he former permitted with rcluftance any 
thing to be urged in their defence, and 
the latter liftened with impatience, caft- 
ing upon their viftims looks of atrocity 
in which they might eafily read their 
fate : yet in fpiteof thefe unhappy omens 
our friends returned from the tribunal 
with their minds much elevated. La 
Source defcribed in his eloquent language 
the noble enthufiafm of liberty, the ar- 
dent love of their country, the heroical 
contempt of death which animated his 
D 3 colleagues. 
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colleagues, whom he had not feenfor ibmc 
time, fince they had been transferred to 
the Conciergerie, while himfelf and Sil- 
Icry had obtained permiffion to remain at 
the Luxembourg upon the certificates of 
their phyficians, that they were too ill 
to be removed without danger. La 
Source declared that ancient hiftory of- 
fered no model of public virtue beyond 
that which was exhibited by his friends 
at the tribunal, and who in their prifon^ 
blending with the fortitude of Romans 
the gaiety of Frenchmen, and being 
confined in one apartment, pafied the 
fliort interval of life which was left in 
converfation, and cheerful repafts which 
were uftmlly concluded with patriotic 
fongs. " You/' faid Vergniaud to La 
Source when they met at the tribunal, 
•* you perhaps will find fomething to re- 
gret in the lofs of life. You have a 
glimpfc of the gardens of the Luxem- 
bourg, which may remind you that there 

is 
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is foHiething beautiful in nature : but wc 
who live in human fhambles, who every 
day fee frefh viftims dragged to execu- 
tion, we are become fo familiarized with 
death, that we look on it with uncon- 
cern." 

A few days before this fanguinary trial 
ended, the adminiftration of the police 
fent orders that the Englifti-women con- 
fined in the Luxembourg fliould be re 
moved the next day to a convent in 
the fauxbourg St. Antoine. With 
what keen regret La Source land Siller/ 
received this intelligence! Athoufandand 
a thoufdnd times they thanked us for the 
dangers Wc h^d rifqUed in receiving 
them, and for the fympathy which had 
foothed the laft hours of their exiftence— 
a thoufand times they declared, that if it 
were yet poffible their lives might be pre- 
ferved, they'fhould confider themfelves 
for ever bound to us by the moft facred 
ties of gratitude and friendship : but they 
D 4 felt. 
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felt, alas! how fmall was the chance 
that we fhould meet again in this world, 
Sillery cut off a lock of his white hairs, 
which he begged I would preferve for his 
fake, and La Source gave me the fame 
relick. They embraced us with much 
emotion* They prayed that the bleffing 
of God might be upon us : we mingled 
our tears together, and parted to meet 
no more ! — 

Let me, before I condudl you to 
our new prifon, give you a (hort ac- 
count of the political events and their 
caufes, which, after bringing thofe mem- 
bers of the convention to th« fcaffold 
who were moft fitted by their talents to 
defend liberty, and by their moral qua- 
lities to make it beloved, ended in fuch 
a fyftem of cruelty and crimes, that it 
can be only by a long perfeverance in 
public virtue that France can make re- 
paration to humanity, or retrieve her 



charadter among the nations. 
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LETTER IV. 

1 HE republican party of the legida- 
tive aflembly had, it is well known, very 
early projcfted many alterations in the 
new conftitution. They had obferved 
with great inquietude the changes which 
had taken place at the clofe of the firfl: 
national aflembly, when its labours un- 
derwent a revifion previoufly to the ac- 
ceptance of the confl:itution by the ex- 
ecutive power, ^nd when they found that 
thofe who had hitherto been the mod. 
ftrcnuous opponents of the court fuddenly 
became its moft zealous advocates and 
friends. 

Th©ugh this party formed the minority 

of the legiflative aflembly, its influence 

T^y means of the popular focieties was very 

extenfive. But when the ftrugglc took 

place between the court and the republic 

D 5 can: 
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can party, both of which were at length 
agreed in the overthrow of the new con- 
ftitution, with which each was for dif- 
ferent reafons equally diffatisfied, the 
party was joined by nnany who in this 
deftrudion of the regal authority had no 
©ther end in view than the cftablilhmenc 
of their own. 

The fbciety of the Jacobins, which had 
been for a long time the rival and at length 
the conqueror of the throne, was deferted 
immediately after the viftory by almoft 
all thofe who had contributed to gain iu 
They imagined that every domeftic enemy 
was annihilated when the firft decree of 
the conventioa changed the monarchy 
into a republic ; and though fymptoms of 
difcontent difcovered themfelvfcs among 
fome who thought that the change had 
been too haftily decided on, and fyrtfp- 
toms of a more dangerous and fatal 
tendency to the welfare of the govern- 
ment, had already appeared among others^ 
yet thofe to whom the people bad given 

their 
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their confidence were not fufficientjy aware 
of the inftability of popular favour, and 
the precarious tenure by which they held 
it. The commune of Paris claimed an 
equal right to (hare with the Jacobins the 
honours of the triumph over royalty; 
but diffatisfied with the little credit given 
to the fervices it had rendered during the 
ftruggle, it took advantage of the imbeci- 
lity of the legiQative affembly then ex- 
piring, and had already erefted itfelf into 
a rival power before the convention had 
opened its firft debates. The prctencfe 
of making extraordinary exertions to op- 
pofc the march of the enemy towards 
Paris had led the commune, amidft a 
riiultiplicity of other afts of rebellion, t(> 
abrogate the funftions of the reprefenta- 
tives of the people ; and having at the 
fatal period of the maffacre of September 
humbled the legiQative: affembly to the 
duft, they thought that the fame daring 
conduft *ould give them the fame fupe- 
D 6 rioritjr 



rlority over the national convention. But 
in this calculation they were deceived. 
Robefpief re and his adherents, who had 
hitherto direfted their counfels, now af- 
pircd to higher deftinies ; and, though, 
folicitous to make the commune an auxi- 
liary in their defigns, were unwilling that 
it (hould become their rival. In the 
new eledion of reprefentatives,. all thofe 
were excluded who had been influenced 
by the court,, or who had oppofed from 
purer motives the republican party.. Al- 
though this party gained a confiderable 
reinforcement by the new eledlion, yet 
the dread of returning royalty, with all. 
the feverity of the old fyftcm, had ope- 
rated fo powerfully on the minds., of the 
people of the departments, that many de- 
puties were chofen whofe pretenfions to. 
this.truft. arofe more from the ftrength of 
their lungs than, of their talents, and 
whofe harangues made up in noifc what 
they, wanted io argument ^ while the dill 

greater 
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greater dread of the return of thofe hor- 
rors which the commune had juft been 
cxercifing had fo intimidated the citizens 
of Paris, that a part of their deputation to 
the convention, at the head of which was 
Robefpierre, triumphing over the fears 
they had excited, took their feats rather 
as the conquerors than the reprefentatives 
of the people. The condud of the officers 
of the municipality, however, called aloud 
for punifhment. It was impoflible for 
the convention to fufFer the crimes they 
had committed, and theftill greater atro- 
cities which they had meditated, to pafs 
unnoticed. The council-general of the 
commune were called ta the bar, but ef- 
capcd juftice by diflembled profeffions of 
repentance, and the promifeof delivering 
up thofe who had led them, to the com- 
miffion of fuch enormities. Had the con- 
vention, while its rival was thus fub- 
dued, proceeded to diftinguifli betweea 
thofe who had been the chiefs of the con- 

fpiracy 
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fplracy and thofc who had been the dupey 
of their impofture, they would have done 
a great aft of national juftice, and would 
have crufhed any farther attempts againft " 
the national honour. But as this humi- 
liation of the commune was a contrivance 
to efcape examination, of which the con- 
fpirators who diredlcd its operations, and 
who had been chofen fince to the con- 
vention, were afraid-, the aflembly, de- 
ceived by this artifice, had no fooncr 
granted the pardon they implored, thaa 
the faftion, emboldened by impunity,, 
perceived that with audacity anfl perfe- 
verance they might yet attain the end to 
which they afpired. While Robefpierre 
fat in the commune, his objeft was pro- 
bably to frame a government of munici- 
palities, of which Paris was to be the chiefs 
and himfelf the diftator : but this enter- 
prife being cncompaffed with difficulty, 
fince the people had determined to have 
a national convention, he aifterwardsi^ 

changed 
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changed his meafures, and began to me- 
ditate a plan of making the convention 
itfelf, of which he was now a member, 
ferve as the inftrument of his ufurpa- 
tion. 

With this view, he and his diforganiz- 
ing fadliott in the convention affumed the 
diredtion of the municipality ^ and as the 
fociety of the Jacobins was deferted by 
the republicans, who thought its fcrvices 
no longer neceflary, the name and the 
place were feized on by the confpirators, 
and filled wish intriguing and ambitious 
men, whofe hopes of (baring in the plun- 
der or the power induced them to bc^ 
come accomplices in the guilt. 

While the municipality laboured ta 
win over the feftions of Paris, the Jaco- ^ 
bins made profelytes to their fyftem of | 
anarchy by their affiliations and corre- \ 
fpondence in the departfrtents ; and before \ 
the exlfting government was fully aware 
#f the extent of the confpiracy, or could 

colleft 
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calleft fufficient energy to countera<5l: it^ 
the fadion had gained a moft alarming, 
afcendency j and although they formed a 
very imall minority in the convention,, 
their influence both in the executive part 
of the government and amongft the con- 
ftituted authorities was fufficient to out- 
weigh that of the reprefentation itfelf.. 
Every conceflion made to the confpirators 
fervedonly to increafc the infolence of therr 
demands ; and although the moft eloquent 
members of the convention, Guadct,. 
Vergniaud, Pethion, Lou vet, Briflbt and 
La Source gave incefTant warnings of the 
progrefs of the anarchifts towards the 
diffblution of all order in the ftate, yet 
like Caffandra they were believed only 
when the prophecies were fulfilled *. 

How-- 

* " Yes,'^ fays La Source, " there exifts a fadlion, 
which feeks to crufli -the convention and ralfe the 
didatorfhip on its ruins. This is the fadlion which 
has Iflued its aibltrary mandateS| which has ordered 

the 
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However criminal this band of con-' 
ipirarors, who have exerciied a defpotifm ^ 
more hideous than hiftory has ever prc- 
fented, may appear, or whatever be the 

the arreft of eight of my colleagues who fat in thele- 
giflative aflembly, which has paid robbers to plunder 
and aflaffins to murder, and which has had the au- 
dacity to lay to the charge of the people the crimes 
which itfelf has perpetrated. Were I in going from 
this place to fall under the poniards of thefe traitors, 
I fhould die fatisfied in having lifted up the veil which 
conceals them: a little longer and I will unmade 
them altogether." Guadet often detailed the confpi- 
racy of the Jacobins and the municipality, and, with 
burfts of honeft indignation againft thefe fhamelefs 
traitors, implored the convention to fave the republic 
bydiffolvingthc focicty andre-ele6lingthe commune. 
Vergniaud with more than ufual eloquence pour- 
tray ed the confplrators. Louvet gave a clear and 
admirable detail of their attempts to affaffinate the 
convention in the confpiracy of the loth of March; 
and Briflbt unveiled their treafon not only in the 
convention and in his journal, but in different pub- 
lications, of which his addrcfs to his conftituents pub- 
liflied in May 1793 will furnifh interefting matter 
for hiftory, 

regrets 
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regrets we feel for thofe virtuous fneitds 
of liberty who fell the viflims of their 
rage, the hiftorian, more impartial than 
the friend, will not fail t6 animadvert on 
the negligence of which in fome inftances 
they were guilty, and above all in care- 
lelsly throwing afide, by the dcfertion 
of the Jacobin fociety, the means which* 
they had obtained of informing the 
public mind and diredting its will. 

But before we carry our cenfures too 
far, we muft recolleftthat they had to con- 
ttnd dgainft men hardened in crimes and 
inacceflible to fliatne, who found refuge 
from the deteftion of their guilt in the 
protedlion of their party, and who re- 
turned the thunder of the patriots in the 
convention by their noify vociferations 
at the Jacobins and the commune. 

The firft attempt made on the national 
reprefcntation by the commune of Paris 
and the Jacobins, ought to have been 
punifhed as an aft of rebellion againft the 

fovercignty 



( ^7 ) 

fovereignty of the peopk. But an ill- 
judgcd application of the principles of 
individual liberty, a too delicate regard 
for the rights of perfons, led on the ma- 
jority of the convention to the peraiif- 
fion of offences, of which they took fio 
meafures to ftop the progrefs, till the con- 
fpiracy had acquired fuch ftrength as 
made every exertion againft it inefFeduah 
The trcafon of Dumourier had furnilh- 
cd the faction with new rcfources for ca- 
lurpny againft the republican party, with 
fomc of whotft he had formerly been con- 
netted : for, ad the faftion wa^ in the con- 
ftant habit of denouncing indifcriminate- 
ly every agent of the republic, the com- 
pletion (rf one prophecy g^ve an air of 
credit to the reft*. Although the con- 

fpirators 

* The confpirators accufed tHe republicans of be- 
ing accomplices in Dumourier's treafon : the repub- 
licans have retorted the charge on fome of their ad- 
▼erfariea with the moft unqueftionablc evidence. 

But 
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fpirators had acquired confiderablc int- 
fluence from the affiftance given them by 
the commune and the Jacobins, they 
perceived that the objeft which they had 
in view, would never fully be attained 
till they had gained fo abfolute a controul 
over the convention, as to make it, like 
the ancient parliaments, the regifterers of 
their imperial edidts. To this end all 
their efforts were dire£led : but while 
thofe men ftill fat within its walls whofe 
viraie and eloquence had hitherto warded 
off the blow which menaced their coun- 
try, there was little hope of fuccefs. The 
prize fet before thefe traitors was too great 

But we need not here recur to confpiracies either of 
Jacobins or Glrondifts to difcern the motives of Du- 
mou tier's condudl. He has endeavoured to ex- 
plain it himfelf In his memoirs ; to which if any cre- 
dit ought to be given, the Girondifts will be ab- 
folved from all fliare in his treafon. But their inno- 
cence in this refpeft, as well as their political Inte- 
grity in every other, is now_cftablifhcd beyond the 
reach of calumny and detraction. 

to 
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to fufFer them to hefitate about the means 
of fcizing it ; and having thrown afide 
all regard to the laws, all refped: for in- 
dividual or political liberty, they con- 
ceived the projedt of violating the na- 
tional reprefentation itfelf, and tearing 
from it the moft eloquent and intrepid , 
defenders of its rights. To carry their plot 
into execution, it was neceffary to cover 
it with the veil of the wifh of the people, 
of whom a few hired defperadoes and 
other . ignorant and fcduced perfons be- 
came the reprefentatives, bearing peti- 
tions written by the confpirators them- 
fclves, praying the convention to drive 
from their feats a certain number whom 
they marked as unworthy of their confi- 
dence or that of the nation. The indig- 
nation of the convention being roufed 
at thefe attempts, they inftitgted a com- 
miflion of enquiry to fearch into the 
caufes of this confpiracy. This com- 
miffion, in purfuance of the powers it had 

received. 
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received, after mature examination, ar- 
retted Hebcrt, one of the municipal chiefs, 
and gave notice to the convention that 
they were prepared to make their report. 
The confpirators feeing that their crimes 
were on the point of being brought to 
light, the difcovery of which would an- 
nihilate their projeft, threw off the mafk, 
and brought forward the commune of 
Paris to demand not only the difmiflion 
^f the comnniiffion which the convention 
had created, but the arreftation of the 
members who compofed it, together with 
the twenty-two deputies of the conven- 
tion the moft eminent for their virtue 
and talents. The convention for feve- 
ral days withftood every effort that was 
made to (hake its firmnefs. The prefi- 
dent Ifnard, with all the warmth of ho- 
neft indignation, threatened in the name 
of the republic the libcrticide faftioners 
of- the commune, that if they dared to 
proceed to the execution of thofe dedgns 

which 
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y?hich their prefent meafures indicated, 
if the national reprefentation fhould be 
violated by any of thofc confpiracies of 
which they had been the accomplices, 
tha; Paris (hould be blotted out from the 
reft of its cities, and that the traveller 
fliould wander on the banks of the Seine 
enquiring where it once flood. 

The chiefs of the confpiracy had pro- 
ceeded too far to be flopped in their ca- 
reer by fuch confiderations as thefe ; but 
they found more intrepidity and firmnefs 
in the convention than they expefted, 
and therefore determined to employ 
their laft expedient. The ringing of the 
tocfin and the firing of alarm guns, had 
excited the attention of the citisjcns of 
Paris for two days, when on the third 
the beating to arms informed them that 
they were going to be put into infurrec- 
tion. The national guard being thus 
put into infurredion, the caufe of which 
was unknown, the whole body were con- 
duced 
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dufted to the hall of the convention, 
where Henriot the commander of the 
military force,' who had been created by 
the confpirators for that purpofe, had 
ordered them to aflemble. The conven- 
tion was furrounded till nearly midnight 
by the military force, nor was any mem- 
ber permitted to leave the hall; but 
although befieged the aflembly was not 
yet conquered. The day pafledinthe moft 
frightful tumult, and Rabaut de St. 
Etienne in vain flood at the tribune, 
holding in his hand the report of the 
commiffion of twelve upon the confpi- 
racy of the commune, together with the 
proofs of its authenticity. His voice 
was loft in the horrible vociferations of 
the tribunes, and the murmurs of the 
fadion within the hall. At length, find- 
ing all his efforts^ ineffcftual, he left the 
aflembly in defpair. 

The aflault of the convention on the 
31ft of May, though It had produced 

the 
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the moft horrible diforder, had not forced 
from the affembly the decree of arrcfta- 
tion. But Robefpierre with his com- 
mune, his Jacobins, and his body guard 
of revolutionary women, who were in 
the van of the attack, and ftood in the 
paffages of the convention armed with 
poniards, which they pointed at the 
bofoms of fuch of the deputies as at- 
tempted to leavd the hall, had gone too 
far to recede. The firft of June they 
employed in preparations for a frefh at- 
tack •, and on the fecond again the tociln 
rung, again the whole city was under 
arms, and the convention was again in- 
vefted by fixty thoufand men. 

It does not appear that all the adhe- 
rents of the confpirators, or rather the 
different fa£lions in league with them, 
were acquainted with all the means 
which Robefpierre, Marat, and the mu- 
nicipality, the original authors of the 
plot, meant to employ. La Croix, a 

Vol. L E member 
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. member of the mountain, who had been 
rcpulfed in endeavouring to go out of the 
hall, proteftcd with vehemence againft 
this violation of their liberties ; and 
when Henriot, in receiving orders from 
the prefident to draw off his troops, re- 
plied, that as foon *as he had executed 
the orders of the people he would obey 
thofe of the convention, and threatened 
that if they refufcd to deliver up to juf- 
tice the twenty-two deputies whom he 
called traitors, he would order the can^ 
non to be fired on the hall; Danton with 
great indignation imprecated vengeance 
on the head of the ruffian, which^fome 
months after, at the period of his own 
fall, was in the aft of accufation alleged 
againft him as a crime. In vain did the 
convention, partaking Danton's indigna- 
tion, hope to obtiin their liberty by de- 
creeing that the officers of the poft next 
the entrance of the hall Ihould be called 
to the bar. Two of them had received 

no 
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no orders, and a third informed them 
that he was himfelf configned by a few 
ftrangers who did not appear to him ac- 
quainted even with military form's. Thefe 
ftrangers wer^ ordered to the bar ; but 
they refufed to attend : and thus this af- 
fcmbly, which talked of nothing lefs than 
bringing princes and Icings in chains to 
their feet, were made prifoners in their ' 
veryfanftuaryby a few hirelings, of whom 
no other dcfcription was given than that 
they were ftrangers and wore mudaches. 
This was an indignity not to' be borne. 
The prefident, therefore, propofed that 
the aflembly in a body fliould go out of 
the hall : this was decreed, and the fen- 
tinels feeing themfelves likely to be over- 
powered gave way. The deputies pa- 
raded in the garden, expedting every mo- 
ment to be maflacred ; but the confpira- 
tors who direfted their motions led them 
back again to the hall, obfcrving that 
the convention, after fo ftriking a proof, 
£ 2 could 
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could have no doubt of their being at 
liberty, 

Previoufly to this mock parade, Barr- 
rere, who had been weighing the proba- . 
|)ilities of fuccefs on either fide, and ex- 
amining which party would have the 
afcendency, at length invited the pro- 
fcribed deputies, for the fake of peace 
and for the good of the ftate, to fubmit, 
and devoie themfelves to their country. 
To this admonition three of them ac- 
ceded ; but Barbaroux aflcrted, that he 
had no right to give in his dimrflion, nor 
coujjd he obey arliy other mandate than 
, that of the people, who having invefted 
him with the power had alone the right 
to take it from him. With more ve- 
hemence Lanjuinais exclaimed, that he 
would remain at his poft to his lateft 
breath, or till he was torn from it by 
force. His intrepidity provoked the 
confpirators to rage and tumult. " Ci- 
Mens,*' faid he, *^ we have beheld in 

barbarous 
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barbarous countries the people leading 
human viftims to the alt.ir, after crown- 
ing them with flowers ; but we never 
h^ard, that the priefts who were about 
to facrifice them treated them with in- 
fult. I repeat, that i have no right to 
lay afide the augult charafter with which 
the people have honoured me ; therefore^ 
cxpeA from me neither felf-dimiflion, 
nor voluntary fufpenfion for a moment/' 
This courageous reply to their fury ap* 
palled the tyrants ^ and bad Vergniaud^ 
Rabaut> Briflbt, and others whofe names 
were in the confpirators* lift, been then at 
their poft» had they ieconded their pro- 
(bribed colleagues at this critical moment 
with the thunder of their eloquence, the 
projeft of the confpirators might eafily 
have been defeated, and they might 
have faved both themfelves and the re- 
public. While the confpirators were 
perpetrating this abominable deed, they 
were deliberating in the houfe of Guadet 
E 3 about 
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about the means that Ihould be taken to 
avoid it, and deceived by a report which 
a friend unhappily ill- infomied conveyed 
to them, that the blood of their col- 
leagues was flowing ; and believing it to 
be too late to. make any farther ftruggle, 
they fufl^ered the decree of arreftation to 
be carried without oppofuion*. 

Had 

. "^ Louvet relates the 'foUowipjn; fingpbr anecdote : 
•* We began tp hr«the agaip, when a «nan of 
Boiirdeaux, viho had Jbecn made piifoner at the bat- 
tlcofNcrwinden, and afien^ards exchanged, related 
rd Guadct, his friend, that having had an oppor- 
ttKivtj of forming an mtimate acquaintance with 
one of the officers of the inopenal army, he hat 
learned from him that Cobourg's Haff-ofiicers flat- 
tered themfelvcs that in a fhort fpace of time twenty^ 
itvo heads would fall in the convention. Guadet 
related to me this anecdote, with which we amufed 
ourfelvcs ; but judge of our furprifc, and the rc- 
Ae6lions to which it gave rife, when fome time after 
M, Pache came at the head of the pretended fec- 
tions of Paris, to prefcnt the famous petition which 
profcribed twenty-two deputies. 

"It 
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Had the convention, when Henriot 
fent them his mandate, ordered him to 

" It is important to obfcrvc, that this firft lift of 
profcription having been compofed of twenty -twa 
members, the fecond lift, brouo;ht fome weeks after 
to the convention by the municipal officers and ad- 
miniftratora of Paris, was ftill tiventy'two^ though 
all the names were not the fame. At the time whea 
the de(!ree of accufation paflcd, Marat made fome 
changes by his own fovercign authority. He took 
away fome namest that of Lanthenas for example,, 
but he took care to replace them by others, and mark 
well, in equal number, fo that the profcribed were 
always tvienty-two. Laftly, when after the taking 
of Lyons the trial of the republican deputies came 
en, Pethion, Buzot, Guadet, Salles, Yalady, Bar* 
barouxi and myfelf, were not in their hands. The 
lift might confequently have been reduced a third ; 
neverthelefs it was ftill complete, and the viAims led 
to the fcaffold were, if not twenty-tnvo^ at leaft twenty^ 
one. This ftrange identity of numbers, at four dif- 
ferent periods, gave reafon to prefume that the num- 
ber oitwenty^wo heads, and always the fanfle numl^r, 
was what the mountain agreed to furnifti according 
to one of its private articles in its treaty with the 
coalefced powers.** 

E 4 be: 
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be inftantly put to death, their order*, 
if they could have been promulgated 
out of theprecindts of the hall, would un- 
doubtedly have been obeyed ; but the con- 
fpirators had taken meafures to prevent 
any fuch tranfmiflion, by configning eve- 
ry officer to his poft, by filling up every 
avenue with their agents, who had re- 
ceived orders to fufFer no communication 
between the hall and the court or garden, 
and alfo by clofmg the gates of the latter, 
fo that the people in general knew no- 
thing of what was paffing. 

With many others I faw parts of the 
execution of this confpiracy. I faw the 
armed force furrounding the hall, but 
v/as ignorant, like the reft, of what was 
paffing within. I beheld from a win- 
dow that overlooked the Tuillerics the 
convention in full proceffion ; but I 
could not account for this Angular pa- 
rade, nor was it till midnight that I 
learned the hiftory of the day, which 

fome 
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lomc of the deputies related to us; 
among whom was Barrcre, who with 
eyes full of tears lamented to us the fate 
of his friends, and the total ruin of the 
republic — that Barrere who a few months 
after provoked and gloried in their mur- 
der! 

/ Liberty, however, did not fee her prin* 
ciples ^nd rights abandoned with impu- 
nity, but has been terribly avenged. 
From tliat fatal decree may be dated all 
the horrors which have cad their fan- 
guinary cloud over the glories of the re- 
volution;, which have given ftrength to 
defpots and arguments to (laves. The 
national contention has beheld its mem-^ 
bers dragged in fucceffive, multitudes to 
thefcafFold. ThePiarifian guard, who fub^ 
mitted to become the pafllve indruments; 
of this atrocious fadion*, the citizens of 
Paris, who bentiheir.neckstamely to the; 
yoke; the departments, who^ when they 
afterwards accepted the conftitution^ had; 
E5 the: 
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. tji^ bafenefs to make 410 contlitions for 
their imprifoncd reprefentatives ; have 
km their. fellow-citizens, their friends, 
their relations, led to death, their pro- 
perty violated, all focial tics Ihaken, vir- 
tue every where depreffed, vice every 
where triumphant,^ and their country one 
wide fcene of calamity, of which the lofig 
page of hiftory prefents no fimilar pic-^ 
turej even in the profcriptions of SylU 
or the caprices of Caligula *. 

Immediately 

, * Louvet, in hw intcrcftrag note,, fays : " On the 
20th of May another plot was to have been exe- 
cuted againft the republicans of the convention*. 
Letters had been forged between them and Co- 
bourg. The night of the 20th of May, the- 
twenty-two were to ha¥e been arretted as they: 
entered their refpeftlvc houfes, and carried to a. 
houfe In the fauxboui^ Montmartre, where every, 
thing was prepared for the commiffioh of the in-- 
tended crimes. There each vf6Um was to find ^i 
Jtptemhrifery and they were to be buried in a plt:< 
dug in a garden belonging to the houfe. The 
next day their emigration, was* to be announced,.. 

andi 
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rmmcdiately after the infuiTCdlion of the 
2d of June, an infidious addrefs was pub- 
liftied by the committee of public fafetf 
to calm the minds,, and in theit- language 
to enlighten the underftanding, of the 
people. This addrefs was heard with- 
great indignation by the majority of the 
convention, fome of whom protefted: 
with vehemence againft the ftate of hu- 
miliation to which they were reduced v 
while others, to give their diffent a more: 

and their forged corFefpondence. witfi Cobourg 
publiftied. The plan was concerted at the.houfcr 
of Pachc the mayor of Pans. The committee of 
twenty-one had proof of all th'efe atrocities ; more 
than fifty written and fubfcribed depodtion^ at- 
test the fad ;. a part of tbefe pioces was in the: 
hands of Berjoing, one of the members of thi9> 
commiffion, who had put them into the hands of* 
the adminiftrators of Calvados; but they, at the* 
time ihey made their peace j 'did not fail to give thtftii 
up to the mountain^ A more confideraUe puK: 
were in the bands of Rabavt St. £ticniie« I do> 
not know whether they have been faved..' 

£. d ibiema 
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foktnn form, affemblcd and ffgned indi- 
vidually a protcft, in which they detailed 
the events of the ad of June, reprefcnt- 
ing in ftroQg colours the defpotifm which 
had beea exerctfed,^ the consequences to. 
which, it would lead, and their refolutioar 
to take no part in the deliberations of an 
aflfembly whofe Fights had been fo (hamc* 
fully violated *• This pcoteft was figned 
by fcventy-three deputies a few days after 
the arreft of their colleagues ; but it was 
not then publiflied, fince the report pro- 
mffed by the conmiittee of public fafctjr^ 
on thofe who were arrefted had not yet. 
been prefented ; and as this report nevet 
appeared^ feveral members of the com^ 
fnittee being in the number of the con«. 
^iratorS), the protcft was found among 
die papers of Duperret,^ and ca^fed thcr 
imprifonment of aU. thofe who bad fign? 
cd it. 

The tidings of the infurre£tton in Pa^^ 

* Sec Appendix, No. L 



m occafioncd mucb fcrmentaribn in tfic 
departments, who> were expefted to have 
demanded of the Parifians, in a manner 
mote ferious than by addrefs or remon«- 
ftrance^ why the rcprcfentatiycs whom 
they had committed to their refpeft and 
protection were retained as prifoners and 
BCgarded as traitors; Thc-Parifians,, who. 
had beea^ altogether paffive during this 
ftrugglc, were not much moved by thefe 
menaces. They had beheld, with indif- 
ference the progrefs of the conteft* Find- 
ing themfclves delivered from the opprel^ 
fion of the former government; conclude 
ing that iio tyrant exifted except fuch as^ 
bore the name of king; and perfuaded- 
that that fyftem could never return, they 
were carelcfs whether the plain or the 
mountain, the c6te droit or cote gauche 
held the reins of government. This 
fatal error has been the fource of almoft 
all the evils that have deiblated the repub«^ 
Uc i for had the Parifians attended to. the 

politicak 
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pofitical duties that were required of 
them in exchange for their enjoyment o£ 
political rights, they would never have 
Icen their feHow-citizens dragged daily 
through their ftreets to the fcafFold, at the 
nod of tyrants whom they ought early to 
have cruflied^ 

During thfe progrcfs of this confpiracy,. 
the aflemblies of the feftions where the 
citizens met to deliberate on public afi- 
fairs, were either filled by the agents of 
the confpiratoFs, or governed by the 
coftfpirators themfelves j and where nd-^ 
ther of them had weight fufficient to mif- 
lead the citizens, they took advantage of 
their departure to propofe and carry refo- 
lutiofis among themfelves, which they 
proclaimed as the voice of the feftion. 
Though thefe praftices were denounced, 
in the convention, and though fometimes 
the feftion of to-day came to difclaim^ 
what the fame feftion of yeftdrday had 
. feid,^ yet the difcovery of the fraud had 
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wo tendency to awaken the ciuzens to 
greater vigibncc. Had they known to 
wh^ end all the artifices of the confpira- 
tors tehded, they would undoubtedly 
have bcea on their guard ;; but aa they^ 
w&re made to iffcrve the views of the irai*- 
tors indemanding thei&xpulfionof their re*r 
pr?f(?fltativ:es, without believing that they 
had committed: any crime i, fo tliey were: 
alfo made theinftrumertts of confummat- 
ing. theltreafon by affiftmg in the violation; 
of the ireprefentation itfelf in. the irbi-^ 
trary. ari^ o£ the deputies, without:: 
knowing for what reafon they were armed: 
and aficmbled* A long and moiirnful 
experience has at length (hewn thehi, that 
it is uot fufficient to feel the lov« of li- 
berty without making continual efforts to 
prcfecvc it ; that (o many and various 
af« the'enemiefi which it has to combit 
before its rtign can hd permanently efta- 
bliibed, that a&. much .Vigilance is rcquir- 
^40 guard it from the inroads of the 

afpiring.: 



afpiring demagogue, as courage to Ihakr 
i^ff the yoke of defpotifm ; and that whcn^ 
the facred code of freedom is violated' 
in one point it leads to the deftruftion of' 
the whole. When the nobles whom the 
hw had confounded in the clafs of citi- 
zens were perfecuted as a r^, when men* 
of iuperior abilities became profcribcd 
for *' ariftocracy of talents^" thofe who* 
were diftinguiflied for neither decdvcd 
themfelves in believing they were fafe.. 

Although the citizens remained un*-- 
moved at thefe violations, a confiderable 
number of the departments felt the in- 
dignity, and prepared to avenge the na*^ 
tional honour. Some made eloquept 
remonftrances at the bar of the convcn- 
tion ; fome deliberated on theconvocation: 
of the primary affemblies j fome propof^ 
cd fending no farther contributions to* 
Paris, while others took arms to fuppreft' 
the rebellion of the commune againft 
the republic. For fomc time the arrival. 
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ojf the departmental force was expected ; 
but the confpiratots, who forefaw this 
formidable oppofition to the accomplilh- 
ment of their defigns, had the prudence 
to provide againft it by fending previ- 
oufly into the departments as many of 
their cmiffaries as they could fpare with- 
out weakening their force at home, taken 
partly from among their accomplices in 
the convention, who carried with then^ 
the importance of reprefentatives of the 
people. 

The confpirators had alfo the advan- 
tage of being invefted with the authority 
of government, as they had feized on the 
machine. They had poffcffion of the 
convention, who were compelled to fol- 
low the impulfe already given them ; they 
were proprietors of the national wealthy 
and had the armies at their command* 
The departments, on the contrary, had 
no central point of union except the com- 
mon indignation which the conduft of 

the 
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the confpirators had excited. They had 
no treafure at their difpofal but what 
arofe from voluntary contributions ; and 
while they were deliberating what fteps 
they Ihould purfue, the confpirators, 
clothed with the national power which 
they had ufurped, reduced, the depart- 
ments to the fame (late of fubjeftion as- 
they had the convention and Paris. In 
the wcftern departments, where fome of 
the deputies who were accufcd had fkd^ 
and around whom the people had crowd*- 
td partaking their indignation^ the ar- 
mies that had haftily affembled as fud- 
tJerily difappearcd i and the whole of the 
i^public except the city of Lyons fub*. 
xnitted to the yoke* The caufes of this 
defedion^ which have hitherto been in- 
volved in obfcurity^ it being the intereft 
of the confpirators to keep them conceals 
ed from the world, have lately been de- 
veloped by one of the principal aftors 
ia thole poemorable fcenes^, Lou vet, de- 
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puty of the department of the Loiret, who 
dirtinguifhcd himfelf early in the con- 
vention by his accufation of Robefpierre, 
who unmafked the- confpiracy. of the 
loth of March, and who on the 31ft of 
May was honourably profcribed, but is 
now reftored to his friends and his coun- 
try. I fliall tranfcribe his own words. 

" Guadet and myfelf reached Caen on 
the 26th of June. On the 5th of tHc 
fame nnqnth ei^ht departments, namely, 
five of the former province of Brittany 
and three of Normandy, had entered into 
a common league. Tiiey had juft fent 
their commiHaries to Caeti, and riieir 
troops were at the point of arriving, 
Wimpfen, the general of the whole force, 
had hitherto confined all his exploits to 
travelling about and talking, and under 
the moft frivolous pretences delayed every 
kind of organifatiqn. As foon as I faw 
him I was cqnvinccd that he was a deter- 
mined royaliftj for he took no pains to 

conceal 
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conceal it. I afked Barbaroiix and Bu* 
zot what they could expc6t from fuch a 
man, for the fupport of our caufe. One 
of them anfwered me, that Wimpfen was 
a man of honour, and incapable of break- 
ing his engagements, and the other was 
altogether captivated by his agreeable 
manners, Guadec and Pethion, who had 
juft arrived, did not feel my apprehen- 
fions. They were aftonilhed at my rcadi* 
nefs in fufpeding every one that was not 
as much a republican as myfelf. From 
that time I faw that every thing was go- 
ing the fame way at Caen as it had done 
at Paris, Wimpfen was beloved by the 
Normans; he had a confiderable partjr 
among the adminiftrators of Calvados, and 
had gained the confidence of the Bretons. 
In order to take the command from him> 
it was neceffary to unite and make ufe of 
all our exertions; but I found myfelf 
altogether unfupported. Every thing 
therefore was likely to fail on the fide of 

the 



{ 93 ^ 

the republic. Bcfides, many Normans, 
who fhewed the moft favourable difpofi- 
tions towards us, becaufe in the credit of 
the news-papers they believed us to be 
royalifts, changed their conduft in the 
moft pointed manner when by our con* 
verfation, and particularly by our adions, 
they came to know us better. My firft 
hopes were direfted^ therefore towards 
the fouth. If my wife had been at Caen, 
we fhould have gone aboard fome veflel 
at Honfleur bound to Bourdeaux ; and 
as it would have been very eafy for us 
to have feen whether things went no bet- 
ter there than elfewhere, we (hould have 
taken our paffage aboard the firft Ame- 
rican veflel, and have been at this time 
fafe in Philadelphia. 

" Three weeks clapfed, while Wimp- 
fen did nothing but lead to Evreux the 
two thoufand men who had come iTp from 
the different departments. In the mean 
time report had fo fwelled this little 

troop. 
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troop, that it was faid at Paris to be 
thirty thoufand ftrong. At this period, 
the patriots there had recovered from 
their fears, fpoke their opinions pub- 
licly, and ^ere preparing to. overthrow 
the terrible municipality. Many fec- 
tions had already fent their commiffaries 
to Evreux, who had carried back to 
Paris different publications explanatory 
of our true fcntiments, and particularly 
a piece which they called, but I know 
not for what realbn, Wimpfen*s Mani- 
fefto, and which was a declaration of the 
commiffaries of the united departments ; 
a declaration which I had compofed with 
great labour, which breathed only peace, 
fraternity and aijlftance to the Parifians, 
but open war* and exemplary punifh- 
ment to fome of the mountain, to' the 
municipality and the cordeliers ; and 
this jufl diflinftion had produced the 
befl pofTible effed in Paris. The com- 
miflfaries befides had fcen and' borne 
6 " their 
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their teftiinonies againft the bafe calum- 
nies which had been uttered againft this 
departmental army, when it was accufed 
of having worn the white cockade, and 
exprcffed its wifli for royalty. Every 
thing in fhort wias fo difpofed, that if, at 
this moment, our arms had met but with 
the flighteft fuccefs, thereyolution would 
have been efFefted in Paris, without the 
interpofition of the departmental army ; 
but it was not in this kind of fuccefs that 
Wimpfen was interefted, ^ 

** The mountain under great apprehen- 
fions had at length raifed in Paris 1800 
foot foldiers, the better half of which 
were praying for our fuccefs, and alfo 
feveh or eight hundred ruffians as cow- 
ardly as they were thievifli : this collec- 
tion had juft entered Vernon. Then it 
was that Wimpfen talked* of attacking 
this town i and here fuddenly a Mr. Puy- 
fey, of whom we had never heard, was in- 
troduced to us by the general, as an of- 
ficer 
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ficer full of republican Ifm and know- 
ledge. He it was whom Wioipfen or- 
dered to attack Vernon, and certainly he 
very well obeyed his fecret inftruftions. 

** In order to furprife the enemy, 
he went out in open day with drums 
beating. He marched during the ex- 
treme heat, and then made his fol- 
diers, who had no tents, and who for 
the greater part had never been in a 
camp, pafs the night in the open air. 
He loft the whole of the following day 
in attacking a fmall caftle, which he had 
the honour of taking. The enemy having 
by this time been well and duly informed 
of all his manoeuvres, he, in order to 
give them ftill greater advantage, made 
his troops halt at the entrance of a 
wood a league diftant from Vernon; 
placed his cannon one piece behind the 
other along a wall ; left all his little 
army in the greateft diforder ; did not 
even place fentinels ; and went to fleep 

at 
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at a cottage at half a league from the 
place. An hour after, a few hundred 
men fuddeiily made their appearance, who 
furprifed our men and fired three rounds 
oi grape flbot ; but tii€ guns in all pro*, 
bability were charged only with powder, 
for there is no doubt that U was but a 
farce well arranged. However -that may 
6e, a rout took place immediately among 
the foldiers, who did not know wkh 
what numbers they had to engage, who 
could fcarccly find their arms, and who 
were looking about ih vaia for their 
commander. ' This w>as fo expeditious a 
retreat, that, had it not been for the brave' 
foldiers of the department of the Ifle and 
Vilaine, who ftood their ground for fome* 
little time, not a fingle field- piece would' 
have been faved. In ftiort, not a maa 
feceivcd the flighteft Wound : the enemy 
<!Hd not advance thirty fteps to follow 
up their cafy viftory. Thi^ adventure 
did not hinder Mr. Puyfay, whom the 
Vol. I, F admi- 
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adminiftralion of the department of the 
Eurc entreated not to abandon them, from 
declaring that Evrcux was not tenable ; 
and in reality the next day he withdrew 
himfclf fixtecn leagues, without ftriking 
a blow, and abandoned a whole depart- 
mem to the enemy. 

<<On the arrival of the courier who 
brought us thcfe fad tidings, Wimpfcn did 
not appear at all difconcerted. He more- 
over affured us that there was nothing 
unfortunate in this event : he talked of 
fortifying Caen, of declaring the city in 
a ftate of defence, o^ organizing an army 
foroewhat ftronger, and of making pa- 
per-money which (hould be current 
throughout'^ the fevcn united depart* 

thents. 

^ Thefe obfcrvations afforded room for 
deep rcfleaion. Sallcs and myfclf, after 
having a long time converfcd on the fub 
Jcft, were convinced that the general^ 
lb far from wiftxing to march to Paris, 

intended 
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intended to keep us ftiut up with him in 
the city, where his party was prevalent^ 
to. eftabliCh a communication with En- 
gland, and to comiDit us with that power 
if it were poflible \ in 6ne, to .make ufe of 
us according to circumftances, either to 
make his peace with the. mountain if the 
coalition of the fouthern departments 
ihould bediflblvcdjOr make his peace with 
the republicans if they (hould overthrow 
the mountain. Our co]leagues^ to whom 
we communicated our fufpicions, thought 
us vifionaries, and nothing lefs was ne^ 
ceflary to convince them than what hap- 
pened foon after. 

" The general requeftedto have aeon* 
fcrencc with all of us who were deputies^ 
on an affair of the grcateft confequence. 
He began by defcribing to us our fttua- 
lion as very critical, unlefs we took fome 
vigorous refalutioit* He was going to 
Lifieux to organtie bis army, and to form 
his ^»mp in fuch a manner as to make 
F2 at 
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at leafV for fome lime a proper defencr. 
The future, however, required fame- 
thing mere permanent. He returned back 
to his projeds refpeding Caen, to his 
propofals about the creation of paper 
money, &c. &c. &c. and as he. judged 
it neceflary to fi pport his reafoning by 
terror, though he ought to have known 
that fuch a mode of proceeding would 
have little influence on men accuftomed 
.to brave daily tl:e fury and the mur- 
derers of the mountain, an officer, who 
undoubtedly had been inftrufted, fud- 
denly entered, and with a frightened look 
informed the general that there wa^ a 
riot; that the people had arretted the 
convoys going to the army ; and that 
they were making violent motions againft 
thd deputies. Wimpfen affeiled to be 
a^igry at the precipitation with which he 
told him this alarming news. It is no- 
thing, faid he to the officer ; go and talk 
calmly to the pcopk, make them cafy -, 

give 
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give ihem a little money, if ic be necef- 
fary. When this n^an left us, the gene- 
ral thought he might venture to make 
the great propofition. Reflect maturely 
. on all that I have faitl, refumcd he : in 
order to execute great projects v^'C mu(l 
employ great means. But ftay, I am 
going to Ipeak plainly : I fee only one 
poffible mode of providing ourfclvcs with 
men, arms, ammunition, money, and 
help of every kind ; tbaf is, to mgctiaU 
with England \ and I mjfelf bave the means 
provided^ hut I muji havt your autbontyy, 
your engagepn nt. 

" The reader may be aflured that rha\rc 
a perfedt rccolleftion of xhe lines I have 
written in Italics, and I can alfo affurc 
him that I have (tared truly the fcene of 
the preceding pafiage. It is difficult to^ 
paint the effcft which thefe words pro-- 
duced on my too confiding friends. All 
of them at the fame moment, (truck 
vviih indignation, without any previous 
F 3 con- 
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confultation rofe up. The coriftrrcncc 
was. inftantly interrupted, though the 
general tried every means of renewing it.' 
** Wimpfen, fomewhat difconcerted, left 
las without feeming to feel any refent- 
ment. He only repeated to us that he 
was going to Lifieux, and infmuated, 
that in order to reftrain fome malevplent 
people who were endeavouring m Caen 
to render us unpopular, we Ihould all 
da better to remain in that place. I think 
that every perfonmuft perceive the infa- 
mous fnare into which this worthy ally 
of the mountain wiQied to draw us. 
Had fear ^r the defirc of vengeapcc 
prompted us to accede to this propofi- 
tion, the republic would have bee n loft 
as well as our honour. The mountain 
would have had victorious proofs againft 
us. It would have been they wlio were 
republicans! we that were royalifts ; and 
all the republicans perfccuted for being 
royaUft$> woul4 have been arrefted, 
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mprifoncd and guillotined. Our coir- 
ipiracy, they would have faid, extended; 
to the fouth. It would have been wc,. 
and notthemfclves, who delivered ToO- 
Ion to the Englifh. I Wnow, indeed,, 
that after their terrible triumphs thej 
did not fkii tamake fuch affcrtions v but 
they found no honeft or enlightened mart' 
who gave them credit. They were»,. 
therefore, driven to their accufation <^ 
fcderaliCii v an accufation- not lef? abfiird 
and calammous. 

" The next day Barbaroujr and myfclf 
went to Lifieux, The general was fome* 
what furprifed to fee us, but he did not 
leccive u* with Icfs courtefy. We learn- 
ed, what hehimfelf took care not to in- 
form us,, that he had juft had a fecrcr 
conference with one of the agents of the 
chiefs of the mountainj who for three 
weeks paft were throwing away hand- 
fuls of affignats at Evreux, and every- 
where, on their paffagci. and who, foonr 
E^ after,. 
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after, probably fure of powerful fup- 
port, came with the intention of con- 
tinuing the fame pkin of corruption a,t 
Caen, even- under pur eyes. We found 
9t Lifieux many people in arms, but no 
foldicrs, no organization, no difcipline, 
and the rage of making motions. A 
fccret . b^d in a fingle day diforganized 
cvqn the Breton battalions which had 
hitherto been firmly united. The gene- 
ral was at pains to rnake us obferve this 
difordcr, and to lead us to conclude from 
ihence that he could not maintain his 
pofition there, but that he muft marcJIji 
back with all his troops to Caen, and 
nuake this city the central point'of refift- 
^ncc. &c. He neverthelefs avoided repeat- 
ing to us his Engliih propofitions. Ac- 
cordingly the retreat took place the fol-, 
lowing day: all my friends then acknow- 
ledged that our affairs were ruined in the 
weftern departments. In vain did the 
generalj^ after having gone back to Caen,^ 

where 



where he was always defirous of efta— 
bh'fliing himfelf, fliew difpofuions for aii^ 
ferious defence. In vain did he create / 
ftaff. officers, arrange his. troops, em* 
ploy himfelf in fearching for a conve- 
nient fituation for encampment, eftablilhi 
batteries of cighteen-pound.-rs : all thi&.» 
parade no. longer. imppicd^oOvOur. coU 
leagues. 

" It appears clear that Wimpfen, the 
evening before, . had given notice .by on^- 
of the couriers of the committee of pub^ 
lie fafety,- to the mountain ; and I hope 
that. I am undcrftpod, when 1 fay the 
raouQjain,. thatit is. not of the whole body> . 
nor even all its leaders, that I fpeak, but 
the principal cordeliers of the. mountain^., 
fuch. as La Croix,. Fabre d'Elglantine^ , 
and, who were equally deceiving and 
fhifting between the republicans, PethU 
on, Guadet, &c. and the didlator. Rcw 
befpicrre — that Wimpfen had given in- 
formation of the bad fucccfa of his En- 
F 5v gliiH.4 



gliih over^resi and that it was ufdefsH 
to renew the propofkion; It alfo ap- 
pears that the mountain then determincdt 
to difpeiie our liule band^ but wichoutv 
negle^ttg to throw on our party that 
colouring of royalifm which was fo ne« 
ceflary to eFed our ruia; and it was^ 
without doubt at this period only that:: 
they determined to deliver^ at lead to >, 
all appearance,, Toulon to the Englifli.. 
What! am now faying will poflibly a& 
tonifh every one who is not welk informed- 
as to this bufinels ^. but when the proper^ 
timG flia]icome».I will explain my rel£ 
fully with, rtfpeftjathia terrible farce of 
Touton.. 

<* It is^ thought' that Wlmpfcn had X; 
Sie-coiKlu& &om. the mountain^ and tiL 
]Cad][.QppQrtunity of going intoEnglandi^ 
but"! knom not what became of Mn 
£uyf^»5vhofufieradhimfdif to bcfo com->^ 
plaifantly beaten at-Vernom The admi^ 
wSBiJaUQVk of. GalKados had giveaiioticer 
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to the adminiftrariort of their fiiaimftil 
defeaion. They had fecrctly made thoit 
peace with the mountain, without ghring 
us any information. The third day onl/ 
they made it known to us^ and thfe method : 
they took was to fend and poft up at th^r* 
gate oix\it intendame^ where we lodged, , 
the mountain placard, in which was the. 
decree of our being out of the law."' 

The counterpart of the fcene afted ate 
Baris, between the ronfpifators and the 
convention, was attempted at Lyons, and i 
the fame day was appointed in both citteii 
for the accomplifhment of their purpole.. 
At the heac^ of this provincial confpi- 
racy was a man named Chalier,. a Ered'^- \ 
montais by birth (for moft of. tht agents^^; \ 
of the confpirators were foreigners) andl ( 
a (harper by profcffioni having fld^dhil. 1 
own country on account of having conv^- i 
mitted fraudulent bankruptcies^. He- [ 
was lent to Lyons by the commune o^ 
fiaris„ after the maflacrc of: &ptcmber,\ 
aad tipened .his nv^on by the murder of- ; 
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* nine perfons who had b^en committed ta 
prifon by the municioaiity of Lyons forv 
flight offences. Agreeably to the in- 
ftruftions he had received, and in con- 
formity to the general plan which the 
commune of Paris and the confpirtatorSi 
had formed, their apoftle laboured in-. 
ccflantly to propagate the doftrines ofr 
robbery,, rebellion and murder^ Seeing; 
that thefe exhortations. had. been attend • 
ed withs their due cfFeds in Paris, " th« 
needy villain's general home,^**' where the. 
promife of riches without labour had al-. 
lured all the idle and profligate to the 
ftandard of the cpnrgiratpcs, he was dif-^ 
] appointed that more ppofelytes . to this, 
^ fcducing jTyfte^ had not honoured his, 
; cmbafly at Lyoos^. where fociety wa3. 
lefs diftinited, and.wherjeinduftry hadefr, 
^ tablilhed a fuperftitious regard to proper-^ 
! ty,. altogether incompatible with Chalier's. 
-: fy ftem oif reform .. A few, however, hcf ou.nd. 
who liftened to his projeds, and to thofe 
he communicated his plan of regenera* 

tion. 



^on^ which conC^ed in placing a guil- 
lotine the following day on one of the. 
bridge?^ where all the capital merchants^ 
who were necefiarily. ariftocrats, were to 
be executed, and their bodies thrown in- 
to the Rhone. Though, this fecret was. 
imparted under the folemnity of an oath,, 
jtet ihere were fome. who. touched with^ 
remorfe gave private notice of it to the, 
citiztrns, who took, meafures to prevent, 
its execution. 

Chalier, who ought inftantly to have, 
been. put to death by the juft Ladignatioa 
of, the people, was fufFered to. continue his, 
rjivolutionary prpjefts, jo the great an- 
noyance of the wealthy citizens,, againft; 
whom his attacks were continually di-. 
reded* By perfcvcrance he had at length; 
formed a fet out of the profligate which, 
are to b^ found in.all large communities 
and with their aid he was encouraged jtQ. 
attempt oncemorethe accompliflimcntof, 
his dcfigns./ 
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He had: been appointed procureur of 
die commune;. and as the municipalicys 
were compofed of Jacx)bins, . and of others- 
as weak as thofc were wicked, Chalier^. 
fupported by the faction of Paris, bc^- 
oamc its principal, diredor. Knowing: 
thcprogrefs of the confpiracy in that city, 
he prepared bis friends for the fame- 
events at Lyons, by declaring openly in^ 
the popular fociety on the 27 th of May^. 
thatthe prefidents and fccretarics of the 
Icdfcions, together with the rich egotijisy, 
ihould be beheaded on the following, 
day. The municipality on the 36th^ in-» • 
fluenced by Chalkr^ . had ' levied a revo- 
lutionary tax of fir millions of livre^ 
on the rich,, to be paid in twenty-four 
hours. This municipal levy excited; 
murmurs^ as was expe&ed, and gave thcr 
anarchifts pretences for raifing tumults.. 
The rich were dcftined to be the vidims, , 
and Ghalier'a band prepared themfelves ^ 
tol9€>^th&.execuuoners. But the Lyonnais^ 
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might havecrulhcd this infurrediott m^ 
its birth, had not the narrow fpirit oC- 
traffic, which fees, nothing beneficial in< 
fociety except the accumulation of wealthy, 
made them feel that their country wa&. 
. but a fecondaiy objefti and. fitted only 
t6 employ the attention of thofc whbfe* 
time was o£ lefs mercantile profit thaa. 
their own 4. 

Apprifed of the intentions of the con-^^ 
lpirators> who had:made out. the lift of th«: 
profcriptions,, and arranged the plan o£ 
the. maifacre,, the citizens fiew to arms^ 
and feized on the arfenaK The confpiw. 
xators kept po0eiiion of the town-^hall^, 
and both parties prepared for a&ion;, 
&T Lyons now confifted only of . thoic: 
who intended to muurder, and tbdoiwhoj 
did not like to be murdered. The. com* 
hat. was vigoroufly fupported on bathj 
fides; for theconfpirators were aided by, 
a party o£ military whom they, had pret-u 
¥ioufly engaged in their intercfts* Vic^ 
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tory remained doubtful for a long ti'mcf. 
as the battle was fought in the ftreecs of. 
the oily, one quarter being in the poflcf- 
fion of the confpirators, wliile the re-: 
publicans. were maftcrs ofr the other. It- 
was not till midnight that the citizens- 
took the town.hall, which was the head, 
quarters of; Ghalier's party. This event, 
decided the conteft, which had been fe-; 
vere and bloody. The confpirators were 
imprifoned, and their chief,, after a long; 
and formaLtrial, was condemned by the. 
tribunal to death. Had the fame refift- 
ance been made to opprefllon invOther; 
communes, that of Paris would have; 
been compelled to fubmit to. the general, 
will; but as the departments had declined, 
the -Anteft, Lyons was left to withftand; 
alone all the refentment of the confpi-. 
rators, and was befieged a few iwekis after i 
this period. , 
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LETTER V. 

1 HE chiePpoint of acCLiratipn againft 
the deputies who were arretted on the 
fccond of June, was the continued op- 
pofition which. they were accufcd of hav- 
ing imdc taJthe formation of a republi- 
can conftitution. This calumny was con- 
tradifted by the faftj thej^mfcribed de- 
puties havittg^ after the IWPhV SS- foxne 
months,* prcfented a plaa of conftitution 
to the convention, wjiicb had. bepn pub- 
lilhcd by its order y but of which it was 
a part* of theconfpirators* plan to. in? 
_ tcrrupt aAc} prevent the difcuffion^ 
^^ As ,many believed that a conftitutiort 
TVas, the remedy for every evil, moral 
and political, and even phyfical, that a£. 
flifted the ftatev and that, when onc« 
prepared and adminiftered, all its m^loa 
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dies would be cured ; fome of the de- 
partments were appeafed by the afTurance ■ 
that their prefent rulers would give thcta ; 
in a fortnight what they were made ta 
believe thek predeceflbrs had fo long, 
withheld. 

The appearance of this conftitutioft;; 
within the appointed time tended greatly ^ 
to allay the difcontentSy and gave an ait 
of popularity to the proceedings of the , 
coofpirators ^ for, as long zb the peopte: 
obtaiiicd the btcffing, they, were indiffer* 
ent from what hand they received it... 
They were little aware of the purpofe^ 
of their tyrants^, who only giving then^ 
' one fliort glimpfe of this wifhed-for con^ 
t ftitution^ and having obtained their fanC''*^ 
tion of it^ threw it alide, locked up this, 
hallowed book of the liaw, (hrowded with> 
a dark veil the ubles of the rights pr 
man, and boldly proclaimed a new-in«: 
iwntcd fpecies of tyranny, under the de* 
nomination of rtvclutioiiary governmenti. 
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That epithet has fince juftified every 
enormity, warranted the violation of every 
•principle: and theft and pillage, noyades 
and fu Glades have all received the common 
appellation of revolutionary meafures. 

What contributed alfo to diffipate the 
ftorm that was going to be poured on 
Paris, was the dread which the depart- 
merits themfelves had of extending the 
civil war, which then raged in the coun-* 
try fouth erf the Loire, when there was 
a poffibility of attuning by milder means 
the objefts they had in view, the re-efta« 
bR(hmcnt of their reprcfcritatives, and 
confining the extravagant power of the 
commune of Paris within its juft bounds* 
What alfo mifled them was, the fubjec* 
tion to which Paris itfelf was reduced, 
and which, deceived by addrcffes from 
the convention and the commune, they 
miftook for the enjoyment of tranquillity; 
and what finidied the conteft was the 
thunder of the coqfpiratars hurled againflr 
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the departments which had fliewn moft: 
zeal infavour of the i^nprifoncd deputies, 
the conftituted powers of which were 
diflblved by the convention, and its 
members declared guilty of afts of re- 
bellion. It was fortunate for the ufurpers, 
,that this almoft general and fpeedy ac- 
.quief:ence took place; as, independent!/ 
.of the coalefced powers, they had a moft 
formidable enemy to contend with in th/s 
royalifts of the Vendee, who, while thefc 
ftruggles for power convulfed Paris,'wet:e 
organizing a force that, but for the invin- 
cible fpirit en liberty that infpircd the in^ 
menfe majoriiy of the republic, was cal- 
culated to overwhelm every contending 
party, and bring back the antientdefpotifrp 
with all the avenging terrors of facerdotal 
and ariftocratical rap;e, 
-^ The country which was the f:ene of 
this lofucreftionjn favour of priefthoo'4. 
^nj:i royally, is fituatcd between the Lpire 
and. che C.harente, ftretching along th? 
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coafts between the two rivers, and mak- 
ing part of the territory which was call- 
ed, under the ancient government, the 
province of Poitou. It is.a country fer- 
tile both in corn and pafturej and from 
its rich abundance diftributed plenty to 
mod of the neighbouring departments^. 
and furnifhed even to the centre of 
France a confiderable part of its fupplies. 
Where natufe had done fo much to make 
this region the feat of plenty, the inhabi- 
tant was not folicitous to increafe his 
riches by foreign traffic ; fo th'at com- 
merce contributed but little to his opu- 
lence, and manufadlurers were almoft un- 
known. However innocent and paftoral 
the life of the (hepherd and the hu (band- 
man has been reprefented, and however 
produftive of thofe vices that corrupt 
and enervate mankind the commercial 
intercourfe between nations may have 
been, found; thifi communication brings 
i^ith k an interchange of knowledge and 
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manners which improves andembeliidies 
ibciety, while the permanent habitudes 
of the former fcrve to retain him in a 
date which adds nothing to the common 
ftock of knowledge, and contributes no* 
thing to the progreffivc improvement of 
the world. The negative merit of ex* 
cmption from vices to which we have 
never been tempted, may be granted to 
this intellcdual darknefs, where it is 
placed beyond the reach of endangering 
more enlightened fociety ; but when ig- 
norance becomes the fport of fanaticifm, 
and ambitious men make it the inftru-* 
mcnt of their guilty dcfigns, it becomes 
a calamity the moft terrible in the lift of 
human evils. 

The department of the Vendee, from 
its lo«l (ituation, had little other inter- 
tourfe with the reft of the republic than 
what arofe from the export of %b& fuper* 
fluity of its produce i and while cbe gr^at 
and immortal principles whkh direded 
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die revolution awakened in the bofom 
of every mechanic and peafant through- 
out France the noble fentiment that no 
man was fuperior to ^im in his rights^ 
the Vendean, who had onljr heard of thefe 
things through the organ of the noble 
and the prieft, remained the implicit be- 
liever and obedient valTal, vlrhile his fel* 
low-citizens were rejoicing in their ernan^ 
cipation. « 

In this infulated department the feodal 
fyilem had been maintained in all its 
rigour. The provincial laws of Brittany, 
which, from the minutenefs and fingu- 
larity of their oppreffion, would be rather 
fubje£ts of ridicule than abhorrence, had 
they not" contributed fo much to the de- 
gradation of the human character in 
the tyraat who infllded and the flave 
who fuffered them, were incorporatefit* 
with other laws equally barbarous, aad 
peculiar to the country. 

As this pact of the republic, from its 
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geographical and nioral fituation, had 
received but a few faint rays of thtr Hghc 
of that liberty which had burfl: forth in 
France ; and as already the feeds of dif-* 
Cord had been plcntifullyfcattered among 
t^e inhabitants by the fanatical clergy, it 
was fitted to become the retreat of all 
v/ho were averfe to the new order of pub- 
lic affairs. Accordingly the nobles and 
the priefts, who, in the firfl meetings of 
the conftituent affeinbly, difcovered, that 
by the removal of thofe faftitious bar- 
riers by which they had hitherto been 
feparated from the other clafles of the 
people, they were now to mingle in the 
common mafs, found refuge in thefe de- 
partments, where they trufted that thofe. 
diftinclions might ftill be refpefted which 
had ellewhere funk into contempt. Their 
^fluence was extenfive ; and as their zeal 
was quickened by implacable refentment, 
thofe l4ws of which they could not hin- 
der the promulgation, and particularly 
!' . thole 
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thofe which refpcfted their own orders^ 
were but imperfedlly executed, or appa- 
rently obeyed. Having found that that 
cnthufiafm which led the. conftituent af* 
fcmbly to overthrow thefe gigantic pri- 
vileges, had confiderably evaporated to- 
wards its clofe ; and feeing alfo that the 
court, in ftruggling to regain its loft 
power, fought their alliance ; they grew 
bolder in their pretenfions, and became 
more aftive in their hatred towards the 
cftablifhment of the new government. 
At firft an air of general difcontent over- 
fpread this part of the country — partial 
fermentations next fucceedcd, and the fpi- 
rit of infurreftion at length became fo 
general, that the conftituent aflembly was 
compelled to take meafures to ftop its 
alarming progrefs. 

The means employed by the legiflature 
were calculated rather to increafe than 
prevent the evil j for, inftead of fending 
commiflaries fkom their own body to 
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examine into its caufes ; inftead of en- 
lightening the people, and unmaflcingand 
punifhing thofe who had prompted them 
to rebellion; they t^ntruftcd the court 
with the execution of their decrees, and, 
as it might have been cxpefted, the in- 
furreftion obtained additional force^ and 
even a fort of royal fanftion. 

The authority of the next aflcmbly 
was infufiicient to reprefe fo alarming an 
cviL Too much divided by the fpirit 
of party, and too much occupied in 
ftruggles agaiaft the court, the legifla- 
tive aflcmbly for a long time applied 
only palliatives to the difcafe ; nor, till 
it wore an afpedl dangerous to the exift. 
cnce of the revolution, was the aflembly 
roufed to the application of any effeftivc 
remedy. The meafure they firft propofed 
was the banilhment of the priefts who 
had refufed adherence to the new confti- 
tution; but this meafure appeared fo 
alarming to the court, and fo deftruftivc 
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of the fyftem it had adopted to regain its' 
loft influence, that the king was advifed 
to make ufe of the repreflive power 
which the conftitutipn'gave him, and ta 
refufe his royal fanftion. Though this 
rcfufal haftcned the deftruftion of the 
court, already tottering, it gave new 
courage to the difcontented, who, find- 
ing "themfelves fo zealoufly fupported, 
burft into open refiftance in the Vendee 
and the neighbouring departments, which 
it required all the exertion of the depart- 
mental force to fupprefs. 

The fell of the court fufpcnded for a 
time the.progrefs of this infurreftion 5 
but the unhappy aufpices under which 
the convention met infpired frefti ardour, 
and led the infurgents to new exertions. 
In hopes of reftoring the monarchy, a 
vaft plan* of infurredlion was formed, 
which not only comprehended the Ven- 
dee and the adjoining departments, biit 
extended itfelf through a great part of 
G 2 . Brittany. 
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ftfittany. The convention was too much 
occupied in refifting the confpirators at 
Paris to attend to the progrefs of the 
royalifts, who were fufFered to take un- 
interrupted pofleffion of the Vendee and 
the neighbouring departments. Before 
the end of March they had organized 
an army of 40,000 men, confifting chief- 
ly of pcafants, fervants of the former no- 
bility, fmugglers, poachers and game- 
keepers, men well accuftomed to the uf5 
cf arms^ and had begun their march 
towards Paris before the convention were 
formally adviied that any infiiredion 
had taken place. Their army was com- 
manded by experienced chiefs who had 
fcrved under the antient government : 
but what gave the rebellion its iierceft 
rage was the fanaticifm which the pricft 
infpiredy who marching at the head of 
their columns, bearing the cruci&c in his 
hand, pointed out to his followers the 
road to viftory or heaven. The pro- 
grefs 
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grefs which the royaliftshad made be- 
fore any force was oppofed to them was 
fo alarming, and at the period when 
the Jacobins had feized upon the goverq- 
ment at Paris, the portion of the coun- 
try whicH the Vendeens had fubdued 
was fo extenfive, that it fecmcd doubt- 
ful of which party France was deftined 
to be the prey* The royalifts had en- 
tire poffeflion of the Loire almoft as far 
as Parisy an3 menaced Rochclle on the 
Dne fide while they befiegcd Nantes oa 
the other, and opened a paflage into the 
idepartments which made part of the fof- 
mer province of Brittany. 

The fadion at Paris did not fail to 
improve the events of the Vendee ta 
their own advantage. Pethion, Buzot, 
Rabaud St. Etienne, Ifnard, Lanjui- 
nais, Barbarouxj Guadet, Louvet and 
others of the profcribed deputies having 
made their ef'cape, the confpirators de- 
dared,, in an addrefs to ihe departments, 
G 3, that 
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ihat the projcdt of the deputies v/ho were 
ftill in arreftation was evidently the fame 
as that of their colleagues, who were gone 
to facilitate the march of the rebels, and 
aid ihcm in the eftablilhment of the royal 
power. This calumny, which was re- 
futed by every addrefs received from the 
departments*, formed the bafis of the 
accufation which was framed againft the 
Gironde ; and the founders and moft 
ftrenuous fupporters of the republic were 
foon after dragged to the fcaflFoId as the 
advocates and protedtors i f royalty. 

In proportion as the departments re- 
laxed in their energy, the ferocity of thp 
confpirators incrjeafed. An event alfo 
happened at this period, which, from the 
calumnies to which it gave rife, and the 
confcquences it produced, proved fatal to 
the arretted tleputies. This was the af- 
fafilnation of Marat. Jn the firft dawn 
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of the confpiracy Marat became a prirt- 
cipal inftrume^it in the hands of the trai- 
tors, who found him well fitted for their 
purpofes ; and being fa\red fiom the pu- 
nifhment which ufually follows perfonal 
infuk by the contempt which the defor- 
mity and diminutivenefs of his perfon ex- 
cited, he became the habitual retailer of 
all the falfehoods and calumnies which 
were invented by his party againft every 
. man of influence or reputation. He was 
the Thcrfites of the convention, whom 
no one would deign to chaflife ; for his 
extravagance made his employers often 
difclaim hiiji as a fool, while the general 
fentiment he excited was the fort of an- 
tipathy we feel for a loathfome reptile. 
His political fentiments often varied ; 
for he fometimes exhorted the choice of 
a chief, and fometimes made declamations- 
in favour' of a limited monarchy •, but 
what rendered him ufeful to the confpi- 
rators was his readiaefs to publiih every 
G 4 flander 
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flander which they framed, and to tt- 
hort to every horror whrch they mcdi- 
tated.i — His rage for denunciation was ib 
great that he became the dupe of the 
idle i and his daily paper contains the 
names of great criminals who exifted 
only in the imagination of thofe who im- 
pofed on his credulous malignity./ 

After this firft preacher of blood had 
performed the part allotted to him in the 
plan of evil, he was confined to his cham* 
ber by a lingering difcafe to which he was 
fubjeft, and of which he would proi^a- 
bly foon have died. But he was aiTaf- 
jfmated in his bath by a young woman 
•who had travelled with thia intention 
from Caen in Normandy. Charbttc 
Anne Marie Corday was a native of St, 
Saturnin in the department of the Orne- 
She appears to have lived in a ftate of 
literary retirement with her father, and 
by the ftudy of antient and modern hif- 
torians to have imbibed a ftrong attach- 
ment 
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ment to liberty. She had been accaf- 
tomed to affimilate certain periods* of 
' antient hiftory with the events that weife 
paffing before her, and was probably- 
excited by the examples of antiquity to 
the commiffion of a deed, which ihe be- 
lieved with fond enthufiafm would de- 
liver and fave her country. 

Being at Caen when the citizens of the 
department were enrolling themfelves to 
march to the relief of the convention,, 
the animation with which (he faw them 
devoting their lives to their country, led 
her to execute, without delay, the pro- 
je6l fhe had formed*.. Under pretence 

of 

* Louvet fjieaks of thi» extraordinary woman In 
the following terms i — " A young perfon came to ' 
fp^ak to Barbaroux at the Intendance where we aUv 
lodged. She was tall and well fhaped, of the mod. 
graceful manners and modeft demeanour: there was> 
in her countenance^ which was beautiful and engag-; 
ing, and in all her movements, a mixture- of foftQefa.. 
and dignity, which were evident indications of a^! 
G5, heavenl]!; 
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of going home, (he came to Paris, and 
the third day after her arrival obtained 
adniiffion to Marat. She had invented 
a ftory to deceive him ; and when he 
promifed her that all the promoters of 

Jbearenly mind She came always attended by a 
fervanty and waited for Barbaioux in an apartment 
thi'cKigh which we pafTed frequently. Since this 
young woman has fixed on herfelf the attention of 
the world, we have each of us recollefted the cir- 
cumilances of her viftts^ of which it is now clear 
that fome favour folicited for a fnend was only a 
pretence. Her true motive undoubtedly was to be- 
come acquainted with fome of the founders of the 
- republic, for which fhe was going to devote herfelf ; 
and perhaps (he was defirous that at fome future 
day her features (hould be brought to theic rccol- 
ledion. 

** I declare and folemnly atteft, that (he never 
communicated to us a word of her defign ; and if 
fuch aftions could be dlrefted, and (he had confult- 
ed us, would it have been againf^ Marat that we 
Aould Isave pointed her ftroke ? Did we not know 
that he was then langui(hing under a fatal difeafe, 
and Laid but a few days to live V[ 

the 
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the infurreftlon in the departments Ihould 
be fen t to the guillotine,, fhe drew out a 
knife which (he had purchafed for the 
oc'Cafion, and plunged it into his brealt. 
. She was immediately apprehended, and 
conduced to the Abbaye prifon, from 
which ihe was transferred to the Concier- 
gcrie, and broughvbefore the revolution- 
ary tribunal. 

She acknowledged th^ deed, and juf- 
tified it by afferting that it was a duty 
fhe owed her country and mankind 
to rid the world of a monfter whofe 
fanguinary dodlrines^ were framed to in- 
volve the country in- anarchy and civil 
war, and'aflerted her right to put Ma- 
rat to death as a convidt already con- 
demned by the public opinion. She 
trufted that her example would infpirc 
the people with that energy which had 
been at all times the didinguifhed cha- 
raAeriftic of republicans ; and which ihe 
defined to be that devotednefs to our 
G 6 country 
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country which renders life of little cont- 
parative eftitnatiori. 

Her deportment during, the trial was 
^lodeft and dignified. There was* i^ 
engaging a foftnefs in hec countenance,, 
that it was difficult to conceive how fhc: 
could have armed herfelf with fufficient 
intrepidity to execute the deed* Her ani- 
fwers to the interrogatories of the court 
were full of point and energy. She 
fomctimes forprifcd the audience by her 
wit, and excited their admiration, by hen 
eloquence. Her face fometiraes beamed, 
with fubHmity,^ and. was fometimes co- 
vered with fmilcs. At the clplc of her* 
trial ihc took three letters from her bo— 
fom, .and prefented them to the jiidges, 
and.requefted they might be forwarded 
to the perfons to whom they were ad- 
drcffed. Two were written, to Barbar 
fdux, in which with great eaie and fpi-^ 
rit fhe relates her adventures, from her 
leaving Caen to the morning of her trial,. 
64 Tka 
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The other was an affeftionate and'To^ 
lemn- adieu to her father. She retired 
while the jury deliberated on their ver-- 
didt i and when (lie again entered the tri- 
bunal there was a majeftic folemnity im 
her demeanour which perfedly became 
her fituation. She heard her fentence- 
with attention and compofure; and after 
conVerfing for a few minutes^ with her 
Gounfel and a friend of mine who had. 
fet near her during the trial, and whom* 
flie reqqefted to discharge fome trifling^ 
debts Ihe had incurred in the prifon,., 
flie left the court with the fame fcrenity,, 
and prepared herfclf for the laft fdene. 

She had. concluded her. letter to hefi- 
father with this verfe of Corneillc, 

*< C^efl le orime qui fak lahontCi tt non pa8 P£--- 
chafaud," 

and it is difficult to conceive the kind of: 
heroifm which ihe difplayed in the way 
ti>> execution. The women who were 

called: 
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cilkd furies of the guillotine, and wha 
had affembkd to inlult her on leaving 
the prifon, were awed into filencc by her 
demeanour, while fome of the fpedators 
uncovered their heads before her, and 
others gave loud tokens of applaufc. 
There was fuch an air of chaftened exul- 
tation' thrown over her countenance, that 
ihe rnfpired fentiments of love rather • 
than fenfations of pity*. She afcended 
• . ' the 

* She excited in this interefting fituation a very 
ftrong and fmgular pafliun in a young man of the * 
name of Adam Lux, a commiflary from Mayencc. 
He. accidentally crofled the ft reel ihe was pailing in 
her way to execution, and became inftantly ena- 
moured not of her only, but,, what was more extiia- 
ordinary, of the guillotine. He publifhed a few days 
after a pamphlet, in which he propofed railing a 
ilatue to her honour, and infcribing on the pedeftal 
•• Greater than Brutus^** and invoked her (hade 
wandering . through Ely ll urn with thofe glorious 
perfonages who had devoted themfelves for their 
country* He was fent to the prifon of the Force^ 
where a friend of mine often &w him, and where 

be 
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the fcafFold with undaunted firmncfi, 
and, knowing that (he had only to die, 
was refolved to die with dignity. She 
had learned from her jailor the mode of 
punifhment, but was not inftrudted in 
the detail i and when the executioner at- 
tempted to tic her feet to the plank, flic 
refifted/ from an apprehenfion that he 
had been ordered to infult her; but on 
his explaining himfelf (he fubmitted with 
a fmile. When he took off her handker- 
chief, the moment before fhe bent under, 
the fatal ftroke, fhe bluftied deeply ; and 
her head, which was held up to the muU 
titudc the moment after, exhibited this 
laft impreffion of offended modefty. 

he talked of nothing to him but of Charlotte Cor- 
day and the guillotine ; which, fince (he had peritb- 
ed, appeared to him transformed into an altar, oq 
which he would confider it as a privilege to be facri- 
ficed, and was only folicitous to receive the flroke of 
death from the identical inftrument by which flie 
had fuffered. A few weeks after his imprifonment 
he was executed as a co^nter«reyolutioxuft• 

fhe 
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Tfic leaders of the faftion, who thought 
©very meafure good that could be made 
fubfervicnt to their purpofej found this 
event too replete with favourable cin- 
cumftances to be negkfted* Marat^.. 
whom they had thrown afide to die at. 
Idfure, unlefs perchance he (hould have 
lived to (hare the fate to which they 
afterwards condemned their other agents,, 
was now reftored to more than his an^ 
tient honours^ was proclaimed a martyr,, 
and his death ordered to be lamented as. 
an irreparable lofs to the republic. The- 
Gonfpirators declared that no farther- 
doubt of the federalifm of the depart* 
ments remained. The death, of Marat 
was the point of conviftion. Every, 
member of the mountain was to be af* 
faffinated in his turn^ and the traitors of 
the departments had their accomplices in 
Paris who had whetted their poniards to* 
involve the city in deftrudion. Though 
the Parifians were not fufficiently credu- 
lous. 
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lous to believe thefe calumnies, the fac- 
tion made them the pretence to proceed 
to the farther commiffion of crimes j aad 
while they endeavoured to araufe the 
people with what they called the inaugUr 
ration 'of Marat and of Chalicr, they 
were meditating the murder of the dcpu* 
ties whom they had driven from the le- 
giflature. 

It was impoflible to contemplate with^P- 
out indignation and defpair that glorious 
revolution, which had opened to man- 
kind the brighcefl: profpedls of happi*- 
mCs, and which had promifed the moft 
benefkial tSt&s to the world, become 
the fport of the cruel, and the prey of 
the rapacious •, to fee a people who were 
called to liberty, bending their necks, 
like the votaries of the ftoricd aflaffin of 
the mountatn, at the nod of their tyrant; 
to fee a nation which had poflcflcd Rouf- 
feau, Mably and Voltaire, proftratc in 
frantic cnthufiafm before tiie (hrinc of 

Marat^ 
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Ma'^at, like the idolaters of Montapama, 
whofc devotion rofc in proportion to the 
Wdeoufncfs of their gods. 

Every day foine pretended plot was 
xJifcovercd, fome dark confpiracy, at- 
tributed fucceffively to nobles/ priefts, 
bankers and foreigners, was dragged to 
iight; but the fpecimens produced of 
thcfe counter-revolutionary projects wert 
t)ften fuch as did little honour to the in- 
vention of thole by whom they were ex- 
hibited. Sometimes letters were found 
from agents of the coalefced powers ; but 
they were generally fo ill fabricated that 
they only deceived thofe who could not 
read them. 

The departments having fubmitted to 
the ufurpers, they now began their me^- 
fures of. fe verity againft thofe who had 
rcfifted their authority. The general,, 
denomination for difaffeftion to their 
^ principles was that of being fufpefted ; 
and accordingly a decree was iffucd to 

' arreft 
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arreft all thofc who came under this 
title. The revolutionary tribunal not 
having all the energy neceffary to carry 
into execution the plans that were medi- 
tating, was denounced for its moderantifm^ 
and the members of which it was com* 
pofed, renewed. 

A certain clafs of the women of Paris, 
whogavethemfelves the titleof revolution* 
ary women, had been fcrviccable auxilia- 
ries to the confpirators, and had taken 
place of the poilTards, who not having all 
the energy which the prefent exigenciet 
.required, had yielded the palm to_ their 
revolutionary fucceflfors. Thefc female 
politicians held deliberative "aflcmblies, 
and afterwards prefented their views to 
the convention, while they influenced 
its debates by their vociferations in the 
tribunes,' which they now exclufively oc- 
cupied. On the days of tumult which 
preceded the 31ft of May they had 
mounted guard in perfon at the con- 
vention, 
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vention, and prevented the execution of 
certain orders which they difliked. They 
now prefcntcd themfelves at the bar of 
the allcmbly, and demanded the cxclu- 
fion of the former nobles • from every 
f^undlion civil or military^ the renewal 
of all the adminiftrations throughout the^ 
/epublic^ the examination of the con- 
duft of the minifters, the arreft of every - 
fufpedlcd perfon, the raifing of the whole 
nation in mafs, and obliging the women 
to wear red caps. The^conrention bar- 
ing Ihewn fome difmclination to comply 
^khtfaefe modeft requifitions^ theie fe^ 
male politicians infulted fome of the 
members, and the fociety was difiblve^/ 
(by a decree* 

In the mean time the royal Ifts had pro^ 
ceedcd almoft as far as Tours on their 
-way to PiA'is* Lyons was in a ftatc of 
formidable refiftance* The MarfeilloiS 
were at Avignon. Mcntz furrendcred 
Uk the PruflUns. The province of Alface 

was^ 
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was over-run by the Auftrians. Valen- 
ciennes was taken after a formidabk 
fiege, and Cambrajr was fummoned to 
furrcnder. The Pied montefe had invaded 
the department of Montblanc, forAierly 
Savoy, the Spaniards had invefted Per- 
pignan, and the Engli& were mafters of 
. Toulon. 

More efficient meafurcs became necef- 
fary than had hithcrco been employed, 
and that whkh was now adopted was put* 
ting into requilition every individual that 
could be made ufeful* to his country in 
any fituation in which his fervices were 
claimed. That part of the community 
whieh was deflined to the moft adtive 
fervice were the young men from i8 to 
25 years of age, who under the name of 
the firft requifttion were immediately in- 
vefted with the title of the defenders of 
" their country, and, as foon as arms were 
procured^ fent to the frontiers. ^ 

What- 
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Whatever may be the difFerenceof po- 
litical opinion refpefting the events of the 
French revolution, there can be no dif- 
fenting voice againft the tribute of ho- 
nour and applaufe which belongs to the 
armies of the republic. Amid ft all the 
internal commotions of contendingchiefs, 
regardlefs of plain or mountain, of cote- 
dzoit or cite gauche^ they faw their coun- 
try invaded, an J bravely rcpulfed the at- 
tack, leaving the arrangement of the in-- 
tcrnal concerns of the ftate to the indivi- ' 
duals who were left behind. They were 
not of that ^lafs which compofcs the ufual 
mafs of armies, the idle and the profligate 
who feck a refuge from induftry or want 
in the vocation of a foldierj and they ^ 
were of that age when the love of mili- 
tary glory and the paffion for liberty are • 
felt with the greateft ardour. This paffion 
was nourifhed by the confcioufnefs that 
their fcftigns, their communes, the conr 

vention. 
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-vention, and their country were looking 
on them with fond and anxious expecta- 
tion, and the decrees which declared that 
they deferved well of the republic anir 
mated them with a more ardent defirc to 
merit the eulogium. . 

One of the great fprings which me- 
chanically infpired courage and rcfo- 
lution, was the patriotic fongs and 
hymns which were continually refound- 
ing through their camps. But the great 
moral motive that urged them to valor- 
ous deeds, was that contempt of death 
which men in all ages, who combat for 
liberty and their country, have felt, and 
this was a motive which their antagonifts 
could not feel. The foldier was confci- 
ous that, if he furvivcd, he fliould partake 
of the honour he had laboured to acquire ; 
and if he died, that his country would 
cnrollJiis name amongft thofe of its dc 
liverers, and that his fate would infpirc 
that fentiment whkh our animated poet 

has 
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}ias fo beautifully defcribed in his ode on 
the glorious dead. 

How fleq> the bravcy who fink to reft 
By all their country's wiflies bleft I 
When Spring with dewT- fingers cold 
Returns to deck their hallowed mould. 
She there fliall dreft a fweeter fod 
Than Fancy's feet "have ever trod : 
By fairy hands th^Ir knell is ning» 
By fairy forms their dirge is fung : 
There Honour comes a pilgrim grey 
To blefs the turf that wraps their clay, 
. And Freedom (hall a while repair 
To d^ell a weeping hermit there* 

" But the life of a modern foldier,'* 
Dr. Johnfon has obferved, " is ill repre- 
-Tented by heroic fiftion. War has means 
of deftruftion more formidable than the 
-cannon and the fword. Of the thoufands 
and ten thoufands that perifhed in our 
late contteft with France and Spain, a very 
fmall part ever felt the ftroke of an ene- 
my. The reft languifhed in tents and 
Ibips, amidft damps iMid putrcfaftion, 

pale, 
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pale, torpid, fpiritlefs and helplefs, gafp- 
ing and groaning, unpitied among men 
made obdurate by long continuance of 
helplefs mifery, and were at laft whelm- 
ed in pits or heaved into the ocean with- 
out notice and without remembrance. 
By incommodious encampments and un- 
wholefome ftations, where courage is ufe- 
lefs and enterprife impradticable, fleets are 
filently difpeopled, and armies Ouggilhly 
melted away." 

From thii devaftation of difeafe the 
French have been exempted; for the 
evils which Dr. Johnfon enumerates mofl: 
commonly proceed from the abfence of 
thofe conveniences which money can 
procure. But a great part of the firft 
requifition, which was taken from the 
clafs of the rich as well as of the poor, 
were enabled, by the attention of their 
friends, and the expenditure of their own 
income, to procure not only the means 

Vol. 1. H of 
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of plenty to thcmfclves, but to contri- 
bute to the accomn-iodation of their lefe 
wealthy companions. 
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LETTER VI. 



i HE iifurpers faw that thofe young 
cicizens who had obeyed with alacrity the 
<:all of the convention againft the com- 
mon enemy were not fitted to be the in- 
•ftruments of thefe revolutionary projefts. 
•Revolutionary committees had been efta- 
blifhed in every commune of the depart- 
ments, and in every feftion of Paris ; but 
chough the lafl: were in general compofed 
of the creatures of the faftion, they were 
not fo fecure of what they called the energy 
of the committees in the country. For this 
reafon, a certain number of what was term- 
ed the moft fanfculottide and revolution- 
ary citizens of each fedtion of Paris were 
chofen by their refpeftivc committees to 
compofe a body of .fix thaufand men, 
which was called the revolutionary army, 
H2 and 



t '+8 ) 

and which, accompanied by a * guillotine 
ambulantc, was to iffue forth from Paris 
into the departments, to invite the people 
to raife themfelves to the height of the 
revolution. 

In the mean while the ufurpers framed 
an aA of accufation againft the deputies 
whom they had driven from the conven- 
tion on the 31ft of May, and arretted the 
feventy-thrce members who had protefted 
againft that meafure. At this period alfo 
the vague report of a fpy, that Beauvais 
a deputy of the convention had been 
put to death by the Englifh at Touloliii 
ferved as a pretext to the ufurpers for in- 
flidling twenty years imprifonment on 
whoever fliould introduce Engliflx mer- 
chandize into the republic, and for throw- 
ing into prifon and confifcating the pro- 
perty of all thofe who had been born in 
the Britifh ' dominions, except fuch as 

* A travelling guillotine. 

were 
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liope, and that he would rather die, than 
live a witnefs of his country's Ihame. 
Fonfrede and Ducos had the full enjoy- 
ment of their liberty till the aft of accii- 
fation appeared, in ^hich they had not 
the ieaft fufpicion that they (hould be in- 
cluded. The day previous to the read- 
ing of this murderous profcription in the 
convention, Fonfrede had accompanied 
us to Montmorenci, about four leagues 
from Paris, where we had wandered till 
evening, amidft that enchanting fcenery 
which Roufleau once inhabited, and 
which he had fo luxuriantly dcfcribed. 
Alas I while the charms of nature had 
^ foothed our imaginations, and made us 
forget awhile the fccnes of moral defor- 
mity exhibited in the polluted city wc 
had left ; while every thing around us 
iM'Kithed delight, and the landfcape was 
a hymn to the Almighty ; the aflaffins 
were at their bloody work, and plotting 
the murder of our friends. The next 

day 
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€ay Fonfrede was fent to the Conciergcf le, 
and we faw him no more. A week after 
we were ourfelves arrefted. He conveyed 
to us, fram his dungeon, his fympathy 
in our misfortunes, and, after his con- 
demnation, wrote to bid us a laft fare- 
well ; but the letter was carried to the 
<ommittee of general fafety, and never 
reached us. 

They were condemned at midnight. 
When they returned to their prifon, they 
gave the appointed fignal of their fue 
to their fellow- prifoners, whofe feclufion 
afforded them no other means of know- 
ing it, by linging a parody of the chorus 
of the Marfeillois hymn — 

>CoDtre nous de la tyrannic 
L' Standard fanglant eft leve. 

After fpending the few hours of life 
that remained, in convcrfation, now and 
then enlivened by the falltes of the young 
and gay amongft them, th^y bade adieu 

to 
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to their fellow-prifoners, whofe minds 
were fo raifed by the heroifm which thefe 
patriots difplaycd, that it was fomc time 
before they became fenfible of their lofs. 

The dungeon which they inhabited 
was fhewn with profound veneration to 
€very prifoner who afterwards arrived at 
ithis preparatory fcene of murder. A fu- 
perftitious refpe^Sl was paid to the mifcr- 
able matrafs of Vergniaud; and thofe 
wlio felt neither the force cf their pa- 
triotifm, nor fhared in their love for their 
country, were taught to pronounce with 
religious awe the names of thefe martyrs 
of liberty. 

Had thefe lamented patriots known all 
the foulnefs of the crimes which the con- 
fpirators were meditating againll them^ it 
would have been eafy to have withdrawn 
themfelves from their vengeance, as many 
of their profcrihed colleagues did. Some, 
indeed^ fell under the murderer's hands, 
but fomc have happily efcaped — Lanjui- 
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nais, Ifnard, Louvct, and fome others, 
appear again on the fcene. Barbaroux 
and Buzot, I am told, are alive; and 
Pethion, who but a few months before 
was hailed as the fupport of his country, 
may again deferve the appellation— but 
the reft are gone for ever ; and there is 
no one who has any taftc for literature, 
or feeling for liberty, but will figh at the 
remembrance of Rabaut, Guadet, and 
CondorceL 
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LETTER VII. 

Paris. 
MY DEAR SIR,. 

Since my laft letter was written, 
I have left Switzerland, and returned to 
Paris, and have had the unfpeakable 
joy of embracing my family again. I 
' have not yet mentioned to you (for till 
the Jacobins were dellroycd it was too 
foon to relate) that I forfook home to 
return no more while Robcfpierre ex- 
ifted ; and Robefpierre was then in pof- 
fefTion of fuch eftabliflied dominion, the 
fpirit of liberty had fo bowed itfelf be- 
neath the axe of the guillotine, from the 
pafloral hills of Normandy to the orange- 
groves of Nice, from the enfanguined 
banks of the Loire to the mourning 
waters of Vauclufe, that when my mo- 
ther, while fhe gave me her laft embrace 
at parting, told me ihe Ihould fee me 
Vol. I. A no 
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no more, my defpondinj^ heart aflented 
to the fad predidion. Upon the fall of 
the deputies who were profcribed the 
31ft of May, and who were well known 
to have honoured us with their friend* 
(hip, we became a fubjeA of difcuffion 
at the committee of {Public fafety, and 
amandat d*arr£t would certainly have 
been ifliied againft us if we had not al- 
ready been imprifoned in confequence of 
the law againft the Englilh. By fharing 
the general misfortune of our country- 
men in France, we were (beltercd from 
any particular mark of vengeance. We 
afterwards obtained our liberty by means 
of the municipality, to whom we were 
unknown *, and when the muiderers had 
iatiated their vengeance in the blood of 
our friends, my family had no longer 
any peculiar danger to fear. But my 
fituation was far different. During the 
ipring preening the fatal 31ft of May, 
when the deputies of the Gironde, and 

Barrcrc, 
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Barrere, paflcd moll of their evenings at 
our houle> I had not concealed that I 
was employed in writing fome letters 
which have fince been publiflied in 
England) in which I had drawn thepor^ 
trait of the tyrant in thofe dark (hades 
of colouring th^ belonged to his hideous 
nature; and Barrere, in whofc power my 
life was placed, was now the lacquey of 
Robefpierre, and the great inquifitor of 
the Englifh at Paris. He had now feared 
his confcience with crimes, and bathed 
his hands in the blood of the innocent* 
What dill increafed my danger was, that 
Barrere could not but recoiled, with the 
confcioufnefs of his prefent vilenefs iji 
cur eyes, the political fentiments which 
he had exprefled in thofe hours of focial 
confidence, when had he been told chat 
he fhould become the accomplice of un- 
recorded horrors, he would have anfwer^ 
ed with the feelings of Hazael, •* Is thy 
iervant a dog, that he (hould do this 
I a , thing ?•• 
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thing, ?" He coulJ not but recoiled that . 
on the third of June, the day after the 
infurredtion, he came to our houfe with 
looks difordered and haggard, with 
eyes filled with tears,, and a mind that 
feemed burfling with indignant forrow ; 
repeatedly declaring that, fince the na- 
tional reprefentation was violated, liberty 
was loft ; deploring the fate of the Gi- 
ronde, above all of Vergniaud, and ex- 
ecrating the Jacobins, and the commune 
of Paris. A thoufand tinies he wifhed 
that he could Jiranfport himfelf to the 
foot of his native mountains, the Pyre- 
nees, bid adieu for. ever to the polluted 
city of Paris, and wander for the reft 
of his life amidft that fublime fcenery 
which he defcribed with melancholy en- 
thufiafm. 

It was not a little dangerous to have 
heard fuch fentiments from the lips of 
one who afterwards faid boaflingly in. 
the convention, " 11 n'y a que les morts 

9 qui 
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qui ne reviennent pas •," — of one who 
became the leader of aflaQlnatlons ; and 
who, mounting the tribune wirh thel'ght 
flep of gaiety, dreffed up wi<h point 
and epigram thofe atrocious edicls of the 
com.mictee to which his bJteding; coun ■ 
try anfwered with her groans. Barrere 
alfo knew that there was no danger of 
my declaring thefe things at the revolu- 
tionary tribunal, fince thofe who were 
tried were not permitted to fpeak : and 
he had no longer any ties of acquaint- 
ance with us which might have rcfl rain- 
ed him from fuch condudl ; fince very 
foon after the 3 ift of May, upon our re- 
fufing to receive fome deputies of the 
mountain whom he afked leave to intro- 
duee to us, he abandoned us altogether. 

In the mean time the Englilh newf- 
papers came regularly to the committee 
of public fafety, in which paffages from 
my letters were frequently tranlcribed, 
and the work mentioned as mine ; and 
1 3 thofe 
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thofe papers were conftantly tranflated 
into French for the members of the com* 
mittec. Two copies of the work had 
alfo reached Paris ; and although one was 
at my requeft dcftroyed, the other might, 
by means of thofe domiciliary vifits which 
were fo often repeated, have been thrown 
into the hands of revolutionary commif- 
faries. 

Thus I pafled the winter at Paris, 
with the knife of the guillotine fufpendcd 
over me by a frail thread, when a fingu* 
lar opportunity of cfcapc prefented it- 
felf, and I fled to Switzerland, with a 
lieart almoft broken by the crimes I had 
witneKTed, and the calamities I had fhared. 
I forfook thofe who were mod dear to me 
on earth, with no other confolation than^ 
that I left them cxpofcd only to the com- 
mon danger of evejy individual in the 
country, and relieved from the cruel ap- 
prehenfions they had felt on my account* 

I proceeded on my journey haunted 

by 
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by the images of gens d'armes, whe 1 
fancied were purfuing me, and with a 
fort of fuperftitious perfuafion that it was 
iaipo(fible I (hould efcape« I felt as if 
fome magical fpell would chain my feet 
at the frontier of France, which feemed 
to me a boundary that was impaflable. 
As I approached the frontier the agita- 
tion of my fpirits increafed, and when I 
reached Bourg-Libre, the laft French 
poft where commiffaries were appointed 
to examine thefaflports and thole who 
prefented them, my heart funk within 
me, and I tried to refign myfelf to a 
fate which feemed to my difordered mind 
inevitable. But I found that I bad dif- 
quieted myfelf in vain: revolutionary 
government had relaxed its iron nerve 
at this diftance from the feat of tyranny; 
and the commiflaries on the frontiers, 
after having performed their office with 
the mildcft urbanity, fuffcred us to pro- 
I 4 ceed 
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ceed to Bafil, which is only half a league 
farther. 

Some tall (takes driven into the earth 
at certain diftances mark the limits of 
France and Switzerland. We drove ra- 
pidly paft them, and were then beyond 
the reach of revolutionary government, 
and th€ axe of the guillotine. 

At Bafil, now almoft the only focial 
fpeck on Europe's wide furface, where 
men meet for any other purpofes than 
thofc of mutual deftrudion, I was in 
fafety : but I was an exile from my fa- 
mily — from the only friends I had left--r- 
my friends in England, to whom I had 
written immediately en my arrival, in 
the fulnefs of my heart and with the 
fond perfuafion that they had trembled 
for my fafety and would rejoice in my 
deliverance, having (with few excep- 
tions indeed!) returned no anfwers to 
my letters, Witli what overwhelming 

fenfations 
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fenfations did I receive the tidings of the 
fall of Robefpierre, which was to change 
the colour of my life, and give peace 
and confolation to fo many millions of 
my fellow-creatures ! After waiting till 
the ftruggle maintained by the- Jacobins 
againft the national reprefentation had hap- 
pily ended, I returned to Paris. On enter- 
ing again that polluted city, a thoufand 
fatal recolleftions rufhed upon my mind, 
a thoufand local fenfations overwhelmed 
my fpirit. In driving along the Rue 
Honore, the appalling proceffion of the 
guillotine arofe before my troubled ima- 
gination — I Jaw in the vehicles of death 
the fpedtres of my murdered friends. 
The magnificent fquare of the revolution, 
with all its gay buildings, appeared to 
me clotted with blood, and incumbered 
with the dead. Along the filent and de- 
ferted ftreets of the fauxbourg Germain, 
I faw infcribed in broad letters upon the 
gate of every hotel, " propriete nati- 
I 5 . onale," 
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onale,*' while the orphans whofc fathers 
jtnd mothers have peri/hed on the fcaf- 
fold, and who live upon the alms of 
charity, pafs in filencc by the dwellings 
which arc their rightful inheritance,—' 
The red*flag waving above the portals 
of their forfeited nvanfions, reminded me 
of an image of horror in De Foc*s hif- 
tory of the plague at London, where, he 
fays, every houfc that was infefted was 
marked with a bloody fign of the crofs. 
Yet at lead we arc no longer con- 
demned to defpair of finding juftice on 
«arth. Every day is fignalized by fuch 
aAs of retribuciofi^ that it feems as if hca* 
ven vifibly dcfcended to punifh the guilty, 
while at the fame time mercy and huma- 
Bity arc binding up the wounds of the 
aflli&ed, and letting the captive free. We 
feem to live In regions of romance. 
Louvet, Ifiiard, and others of our pro- 
ibribed friends fo long entombed in fub* 
terraneous dungeons^ wandering over dc- 

ierc 



( ^79 ) 

iert mountains, or concealed in the gloom 
of caverns unvifited by day, now reftorcd 
to focicty and to their country, recount to 
us the fecrets of their prifon-houfe, their 
"hair. breadth Tcapes," to which we liften 
with eager anxiety, and tremble at their 
paft dangersyr—But I muft not thus an- 
ticipate. Let me lead you to the con- 
vent in the fauxbourg St. Antoine, to 
which we were transferred in order to 
make room at the Luxembourg for pri*- 
fotiers whom it was thought expedient to 
guard naorc ftriftly. We were taught by 
the adminiftrators of the police to confi- 
der our removal as a mark of particular 
indulgence towards us, fince we ihould 
have the privilege of feeing our friends 
through the grate, ^nd of walking occa- 
fionaliy in the garden of the conrvenc 
Our countrymen were condemned to re- 
main in die Luxemtx)urg, at which they 
repined and remonftrated jn vain. Wives 
were feparated from their hufbands^ 
16 daughters 
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daughters from their fathers; aad as 
far the greater part of the Englifti were 
in confined circumftances, and lived by. 
their refpeftive occupations, their refour- 
ces being flopped by their imprifonment, 
the little (lore of aflignats which they had 
favcd from fcqueftration they were now 
forced to divide, and, inftead of (baring 
their frugal meal together, their expences, 
were doubled. Many were reduced to 
the moft cruel difficulties, who had been 
accuflomed to maintain their families 
refpcdlably by their induftry, and felt 
that the humiliation of receiving alms 
was no flight aggravation of the miferies 
of captivity ♦. That part of the convent 

which 

♦ I cannot refift mentioning that Monf. and 

Madame Du F 1 with whofe misfortunes and. 

whofe virtues you are acquainted, no fooner heard 
that our property was confifcated in France, and 
that in cpnfequence of an a£l of parliament our re- 
fources were Hopped from England, than they wrote 
to tell us 'that their fortune was at our difpofal. 

Thofe 
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which the municipality had allotted for 
our prifon confifting only of bare walls, 
we were each of us permitted to return 
to our refpedlive houfes, in order to pro- 
vide ourfelves with beds, and what fur- 
niture and clothes we thought proper* 
We were attended thither by an infpeftor 
of the police and guards, together with one 
of thecommiflariesof our own fcdlion, wha 
had put the feals on our apartments, and 
who on removing them examined our pa- 
pers, confifting now only of a few poeti- 
cal fcraps which had efcapcd the flames. 
Odes, elegies, and fonnets were inftantly 
bundled up and fent to the municipality, 
notwithftanding my^ aflurances that the 
mufes to whom they were addrefled, far 

Thofc generous friends, together with a few others, 
■^cndeaTOured to atone for the injuflice of their coun* 
trymen by the ftedfaft fideh'ty of their attachment. 
Such moments of trial and of danger are indeed, 
fitted to be the tefl of fricndfhlp, and call forth the 
real character : in thofe refpefts, the experience of a 
year of revolutionary government is equivalent to 
that of fifty years of ordinary life, 

from 
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from being accomplioes in any confpi- 
racy againft liberty^ had in ail ages been 
its warmeft auxiliaries. With what melan- 
choly fenfations did we re-vifi| that home 
from which we were again to be torn in 
a few hourrt How often did my eyes 
wander over every objedl in our apart- 
ment I The chairs and tables, which we 
found in the fame pofition as we had left 
them on ourfirft imprifbnment, feeofjed 
like mute friends whom it was anguifli 
to leave, and whofe well-known atti- 
tudes recalled the comforts of the paft. 
With aching hearts we were once more. 
led through the ftrects, of Paris to our 
new prifon. This convent, called Lea 
Anglaifes, was ftill inhabited by twenty- 
three Englifli nuns, and, as it was their 
own property, had not fhared the gene- 
ral fate of the monadic edifices. While 
the French monks and nuns had for 
siore than a year before this period been 
drivett from their retreats, the religious 

hou&s 
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hoiifcs both of mcri aftd women, which 
belonged to the Englifli, had been re- 
fpefbed, and their inhabitants left un- 
difturbed. The Englifh or rather Irifli 
monks had, however, long fince thrown 
off their habits, and conformed as well 
as they were able to the new fyftcm (rf* 
opinions. But this was not the cafe with 
thofc religious fitters, whofe enthufiaftic 
attachment to the external figns of their 
pFofcflion was greater, and their worldly 
wiidom lefs. The inhabitants of the 
fauxbourg St. Antoinc where they refidcd, 
accuftome il from infancy to revere them, 
to haft: the wants of the poor fupplied 
at the gate of the convent, and, while 
under the former government they were 
treated with negle£t or difduin by others, 
to be there received with evangelical hu- 
mility, felt that their efteem and vene- 
ration for the nuns had furvived their 
own fuperftitious belief. The conquer-^ 
ors of the Baftile, the terror of arifto- 

cracy. 
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cracy, and the vanguard of revolutions, 
laying afide their bloody pikes and bayo- 
nets, humbled themfelves before thefe holy 
fillers, whom a fort of vifible fanftity 
feemed to encompafs, and whom they 
fuffered, notwithftanding the general re- 
gulation, to wear the cherilhed fymbols 
of their order, the veil and the crofs, 
and feven times a day to ring the bell 
for prayers. When we had paffed the 
fentinels who guarded the convent, the 
gate was unlocked for our adiniflion by 
a nun in her habit. She embraced us 
with affeftionate warmth, and, addrcffing 
us in Englilh, begged we would be com- 
forted, fince (he and the other nuns 
who were to have the charge of us 
were our countrywomen and our fifters. 
This foothing fympathy, exprefTed in our 
native language, formed fuch a contraft 
to the rude accents of infpeftors of po- 
lice, that it feemed as .if fome pitying 
angel had leaned from hcavea to com- 
fort 
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fort us. The kindnefs with" which we 
were received by our amiable country- 
women, contributed to reconcile us to 
our chamber, which might more pro- 
perly be called a paffagc to other 
rooms, where the glowing tapeftry of the 
Luxembourg was exchanged for plaif- 
tered walls, and where we had to fuffer 
phyfical as well as moral evils, the 
weather being intenfely cold, and our 
wretched gallery having neither (love nor 
chimney. One circumftancc tended to 
make our fituation tolerable, which was 
that true fpirit of fraternity that pre- 
vailed in our community, confifting of 
about forty female prifoners befides the 
nuns. Into how happy a region would 
the world be transformed, if that mutual 
forbearance and amity were to be found 
in it which had power to cheer even the 
gloom of a prifon ! 

In addition to the tie of common ca- 
lamity was the tic of a common couri- 

tryj 
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try; and In ourprefenc fituation this bond 
of union appeared fo ftrong, that it fcem- 
cd, as Dr. Johnfon faid of family rela- 
tions, that we were born each others 
friends. It was the general ftudy of the 
whole community to prevent each others 
wifhcs. There were no rich amongft 
us. The rich had made themfelvcs wings, 
and vaniflied away before the promul- 
gation of the law againft the Englilh i 
but thofe who had (till any refources 
left, (hared all their little luxuries and 
. indulgencies with thofe that had none. 
The young fuccoured the old, the ac- 
tive fervcd the infirm, »d the gay 
cheered the dejeiked. There were in- 
deed among us a ^w perfons, who 
bT^rn of French parents^ having pafled 
their whole lives in France, and n6t 
fpeaking one word of our native lan- 
guage, feemed aftoniftied to find by 
their imprifonment that thev were En- 
glilh women* They had no trace or 

recol- 
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rccolle(5tion of that country which in 
evil hour chanced to give them birth, 
and did not eafily reconcile themfclves 
to the grated convent, while their French 
fiftcrs were enjoying pcrfcft liberty. 

When fuch of the fornr^er nobility who 
were our fcllow-prifoners at the Luxem* 
bourg heard that we were going to be 
transferred to the fauxbourg St. Antoine,* 
they gathered round us to exprefs their 
fears forour fafety in that frightful quar- 
ter of the city, I wasperfuaded, on the 
contrary^ that we had much more to fear 
while fhut up in this ftate prifon with 
themfelves, than in the fauxbourg St. 
Antoine, the inhabitants of which were 
chiefly compofed of workmen and me- 
chanics, who in the courfe of the revo- 
lution had a£led too much in union to 
be led to perpetrate any partial mifchief ; 
fince thofe immenft numbers which had 
power to overthrow government could 
not be bribed to commit maflacres. 

The 
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Theadminiftratorsofthe police, when 
they ordered preparations to be made far^ 
our reception, announced us to the fec-- 
tion as being all the wives and daughters 
of milords anglois. This was no auf- 
picious introdutlion : accordingly our 
firft care was to lay afide the honours 
and dignities conferred upon us by the of- 
ficers of the police, and which cert^nly 
would not have been confirmed by the 
herald's office. The only diftindtion we 
now envied was that of belonging to the 
privileged clafs who gained their bread 
by the labour of their hands, and who 
alone were exempted from the penalties 
of the law. We would thankfully have 
coufented to purchafe at the price of 
toil the fweets of liberty, when bereaved 
of which the fickening foul grow3 weary 
of exiftcnce. In vaih we tried to twine 
the flowers of focial pleafure around the 
bars of our prifonj in vain we " took the 
viol and the harp, or endeavoured to re- 
joice 
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joice at the found of the organ/* That 
good which alone gives value to every 
other, was wanting i and mufic was dif- 
cordant, and converfation joylefs. 

Having repelled the calumnious report 
of our nobility, the revolutionary com- 
nnitree of our^feftion, under whofe in- 
fpedlion we were placed, and who vilitpd 
us in fucceflion every day, began to look 
upon us with a more propitious eye ; and 
left our health fliould be impaired by 
confinement, they unlocked the garden 
gate, of the key of which fince our ar- 
rival they had taken poffeflion, to pre- 
vent any attempts to fcale the walls, and 
permitted us to walk two hours every 
day accompanied by themfelves. Dur- 
ing thefe walks we found means to con- 
vince them that we had been guilty of 
no other offence againft the ftate, than 
that of being born in England ; and the 
common principles of juftice taught thefe 
unlettered patriots to lament the feverity of 

our 
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our fate, which they endeavoured to foften 
by every mark of honeft kindnefs. 

The vifits of the adminiftration of po- 
lice wete far lefs agreeable than thofe of 
our good commiffaries. The firft time 
they came, Brutus, one of their fecre- 
taries, fired with uncontrollable rage at 
the fight of the nun who unlocked the 
gate for his admifllon, rudely feized her 
veil, which he was with difficulty pre- 
vented from tearing off her face. This 
ferocious pagan threw down the crofs 
which was efefted in the garden, and 
trampled it under foot ; and having pour- 
ed forth a volley of imprecations again!): 
the great bell, which ftill hung at the 
fteeple inftead of being transformed into 
a cannon, he left the difmayed nuns 
trembling with horror, and hailened to 
denounce the veils, the crofies, and the 
great bell at the municipality. The next 
morning Pachc, the mayor of Paris, fcnt 
orders for the bell to be taken down, the 

crofltt 
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crofTes to be removed^ and the nun$ to 
throw off their habits immediately. No- 
thing could exceed their defpair upon 
receiving this municipal mandate. The 
convent refounded with lamentations, and 
the veils which were now to be caft off 
were bathed with tears. 

There was, however, little time to be 
allowed to the indulgence of unavailing 
forrow. Brutus might return, and it was 
neceflary to proceed to aftion. Accord- 
'^ingly, a council of caps was called in the 
room of the fuperior ; and after a deli- 
beration, fometimes interrupted by fighs 
and fometimes by plcafantry, we all w^nt 
to work, and in a few hours fweeping 
trains were converted into gowns^ and 
flowing veils into bonnets. One charm- 
ing young nun^ who was a penfive en- 
thufiaft, begged that, if it were poffible^ 
her bonnet might Ihroud her face al- 
together; while another, whofe regards 
were not entirely turned away from this 
5 world. 
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world, hinted ihatfhe fliouldhave no ob- 
jcdion to the decoration of a bow. 

My chief confolacion during my con- 
finement arofc' from the focicty of fitter 
Therefa, that amiable nun who fo much 
wilhed to hide a face which nature had 
formed to excite love and admiration. It 
was impoflible to converfe with her with- 
out feeling that the revolution was a bleflT- 
ing, if it was only for having prohibited 
vows which robbed fociety of thofe who. 
were formed to be its delight and orna- 
ment. I never met with a human crea- 
ture who feemed to approach, nearer to 
the ideas we form of angelic purity, who 
poflcflTcd a more correfted fpirit, or a 
more tender heart. Devotion was her 
firft delight, her unfailing fource of hap- 
pinefs ; and fometimes, inftead of regret- 
tirig her fate, I envied her feelings, and 
was tempted jo exclaim wirfi Pope, 

How happy is the blamelefs yeftal's lot. 
The world forgetting, by the world forgot ! 

Eternal 
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Eternal fBDlhine of the fpotlefs mttidy 

Each prayer acceptedi and each wifh refign'd j 

{jabour and reft, that equal periods keep ; 

Obedient flumbers^ that can wake and weep ; 

Deiires composed) afie^ions ever even. 

Tears that deh'ght, and fighs that waft to heaven. 

We were allowed the melancholy in- 
diilgence of feeing Q||c; friends through an 
iron grale ; and there were ftill among the 
French id^ perfons whofe courageous 
friendfliip, undifmayed by all the frowns 
cf 'fower, and the incrcafing terrors of 
revolutionary meafarcs, did not abandon 
us in our prifon. The greater part of 
the Englilh who were yet in France, hav- 
ing been cftabliflied in that country for 
years, had acquired fome friends who la- 
. mented their misfortunes, and who rifqued 
therr own perfonal fafety by making un- 
wearied efforts for their deliverance. The 
drefs of our vifitors v^as indeed not a little 
'grotefque, the period being now arrived 
jf when the viQble figns of patriotifm were 
j|idirty linen, pantaloons, uncombed hair, 
^ Vol. I. K red 
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\red caps, orl^lack wigs, and all, as*ko&i- 
rlind fays, " denoting a carelefs difordcr*** 
The obfolete term ef mu/cadin, which 
means afcented fop, w^s revived; anS 
cvjery man who had the boldnefs to ap- 
pear in a clean fhirt w^ branded with 
^rhat appellation, and -every woman who 
wore a hat was a mf/j^dine ; for the pe- 
riod was ftill remembered when a rouftd 
cap was the badge of roture,^ were- the 
.ariftocratical pretenfions of the hat yet 
buried in oblivion. It is femarlSfek 
enough, that at this period Robefpierre 
always appeared -not only dreffcd with 
neatnefs, but with fome degree of efc- 
gance, an4, while he called himfelf the 
leader of the fans-rculottes, never adopted 
the coftume of his band. His hideous 
countenance, far from being involved in a 
black wig, was decorated with hair care- 
fully arranged, and nicely powdered;; 
while he endeavoured to hide thofc emo 
tions of'his inhuman foul which his eyes 

rojglti: 
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Wiight Toinecimcs have betrayed, beneath 
a larg€«pair of green fpedtacles, though he 
had no defeft in his fight. 
. At this period one of the tnoft ac- 
complifhed women that France has pro- 
duced periflied on the fcaffold. This 
lady was Madame Roland, the ^ife of 
the late minifter. On the gift of May 
he had fled from his pc^rfccutors, and 
his wife who remained was carried to 
prifon. The wits obfcrved on this occa- 
fion, that the body of Roland was mif- 
fing, but that he had left his foul be- 
hind. Madame Roland was indeed pof. 
fcflTed of the moft diftinguiflied talents, 
^nd a mind highly cultivated by the ftudy 
of literature. 1 had been acquainted with 
her fince I firft came to France, and had 
always obferved in her converfation the 
moft ardent attachment to liberty, and the 
iTioft enlarged fentiments of philanthropy ; 
fentiments vvhich Ihe developed with an 
dioqucnce peculiar to -herfelf, with a flow 
K 2 and 
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prepared to meet death with a firnmefs" 
worthy of her exalted charafter:- Whe^h- 
I enquired after her daughter, an only 
child of thirteen years of age, flie burft ^ 
into tears ; and at the overwhelming recol- 
' feiaion of her hufband and her child, the ' 
courage of the viftim of liberty was loft 
in Nthe feelings of the wife and the mo*- 
thcr; 

Immediately after the murder of' the - 
Gironde Ihc wasfent to the Conciergcrfe, 
like them to undergo the mockery of a 
trial, and like them to perifh. When 
brought before the revolutionary tribunal 
Ihe prefer ved the moft herpical firmnefs, 
though fhc was treated with fuch barba- 
rity, and infulted by queftions fo injurious 
,to her honour, that fometimes the tears 
of indignation ftarted from her eyca; 
This celebrated woman, who at the bar 
of the national convention had by the 
commanding graces of her eloquence 
forced even from her enemies the tribute 
K 3 . of 
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of applaufe and admiration, was now in the 
hands of vulgar wretches, by whom her 
fine talents, far from being appreciated, 
were not even underftood. I ftiall tran- 
fcribe a copy of her defence taken from 
her own manufcrtpt*. With keen regret 
I muft addd, that fome papers in herjuf- 
tification, which Ihcfcnt me from her pri- 
fon, perhaps with a view that at fome 
happier pcrriod, when the voice of inno- 
cence might be heard, 1 fiiould make them 
public, I was compelled to deftroy, the 
night on which I w:as myfelf arretted j 
fince, had they been found in mypoflcffion* 
they would inevitably have involved mc 
in her fate. Before! rook this refolurion, 
wh'ch coft me a cruel effort, I employed 
every means in ^my^ power to prcfcrvc 
thofe precious memorials, in vain j for I 
could find no perfon who would venture to 
keepthem amidft the terrors of domiciliary 
vi fits, and the certainty, if they were found, 

*See Appendix, No. III. 

of 



crfVeing put to death as an accomplice erf' 
the writer. But her fa*r fame ftands m 
no need of fuch teftimonials : her nficmorjr * 
is embalmed in the minds of the wife and 
good, as one of thofe glorious martyrs-; 
who have fealed with their blood the IS- 
bercies of their country. After hearing 
her fentence, ftie faid, " Vous me jugea 
digne de partager lefort des grands hpm- 
mes que vous avcz ' affaflines. Je ta- 
chcrai dc porter a Tcchafaud le courage 
qu'ils y ont montre*,^* 

On the day of her trial fhe dreflcd her- 
felf in white : her long dark hair flowed 
loofely to her waifl:, and her figure would 
have foftened any hearts lefs ferocious 
than thofe of her judges. On her^ay to 
the fcafFold Ihc was not only compofed, 
but fometimes alTumed an air of gaiety; 

* " You think mc yrorthy, then, of (haring the 
fate of thofe great men whom you have aflaflinated. 
I 'Will endeavour to go to the fca£Fold with the cou* 
rage which they difplayed.** 

K4 in 
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in order to encourage a.perfon who was 
condemned to die at the fame time, but 
who was not armed with the fame forti- 
tude. 

When more than one perfon is led at the 
fame time to execution, fmce they can fuf- 
. feronly in fucceffion, thofcwho are referv- 
.ed to the laft are condemned to feel multi- 
plied deaths at the found of the falling jn- 
ilrument, . and • the fight of the bloody 
fcaffbld. To be the firft vidlim was there- 
fore confidered as a privilege, and had 
;b^en.allowed to Madame Roland as a 
woman, Butwh^n flicobfcrved the dif- 
xtiay of her companion^ flie faid to him^ 
" Ailez Ic premier.: que je vousLepar- 
.^xie aii moina la doukur devoir couler 
won fing*.*'. She -then turned to the 
cxeeutioixcr, and begged that this fad in- 
dulgence might be granted to her fellow 
fufFcrer. The . executioner cold her that 

* ** ^Go firft ; let mt at Icaft fpare you the paiii; 
of feeing my Wood fhcd." * . 

' z ■ ,' he 
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he had received orders that .flie fliould 
perifh firft. «* But you xannot, I am 
fure," fakl (he with a fmile, " refufe 
the lafl: rcqucft of a ladjr/*. The execu- 
tioner complied with her demand. When 
ihe mounted the fcafFold, and was tied to 
the fatal plank, (he lifted up her eyes to 
the ftatue of Liberty, near which tbe guil- 
lotine was placed, and exclaimed, ♦* Ah 
Libcrte, comme ofl t'a jouee* 1" The 
next moment (be peri(hcd, But her nahie 
will be recorded in the. annals of hift^ry, 
as one of thofe illuftrious women whofe 
fupcrior attainments feem fitted to exalt 
her fcx in -tlie feaic of being. ' . : ' 

She had pTedifted that her' huffiand 
Vould not furvive her lofs, and her pre- 
diction was fulSHed.* Roland, who had 
concealed himfelf till 'this period, no 
fooner heard the fate of his wife, whofe 

* " Ah Liberty ! Iiow haft thou been fpovtcd 
withl*' 

K.5 influeno 
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influence over his mind had often been 
a fubjeffc of reproach amongfl: his ene* 
mies, than^ feeling chat life was no longer 
worth poflefling, he put ati end to his 
exiftence. His body was found in a 
wood near the high-road between Paris 
and Rouen : the papers which were in 
his pocket-book were.fent to the com*- 
mittee of general fafety^ and have never 
icen the light. His unhappy daughter 
found an afylum with an old friend of 
her profcribed parents^ who had the 
courage to receive her at a period when 
it was imminently dangerous to afford her 
prcK^^on. But the time probably now 
draws near when this child will be adopt- 
ed by her country, and an honourable 
provifion will be made for her, as a tef- 
timony of national gratitude towards 
thofe who gave her birth. 

Amidft the extraordinary changes 
which werepafling in France, the con- 
vention now changed time itfelf, and 
Vcreed the new caleikdar^ A report was 

made 
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made on It^ fo philofophical and fo plea* 
fing to the imagination^ that, amidft the 
fanguinary meafures of thofe days, it. 
feemed to the opprefTed heart what a fo- 
litary fpot of fre(h verdure appears to 
the eye amidft the cragginefs of louring 
rocks, or the gloom of favage deferts. 
Love of change is natural to forrowj 
and for my own part 1 felt myfclf fo 
little obliged to the months of my for- 
mer acquaintance, which as they pa0ed 
over my head had generally brought 
fuccefllve evils in their train^ jor ferved 
as the anoiverfarics of fome .mekncholj^ 
epocha, that I was not much difpleafed 
to pare with them for months with apr 
pellations that bring to the -mind images 
of nature, which in every afped has fome 
power of giving pleafure, from Niyoie 
the month of fnows, to Floreal the month 
of flowers. I therefore foon learnt to 
count the days of my captivity by the 
new calendar^, which was highly neccf- 
K6 ^ fary 
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fary, fincc, if a reclamation for liberty 
had been dated on Monday inftead of 
Primidu or on Tucfday to the ncglcft 
of Duodi^ the police would not only have 
paired to the order of the day, but de- 
clared the writer Jh/pe5i. After two 
months imprifonment we obtained our 
liberty, in confequence of the unwearied 
efforts which were made for that purpofe 
by a young Frenchman whom my filler 
has fjnce married^ He, was at Rouen In 
Normandy when the deci'ee againft the 
Englifti arrived, and a few hours after, 
faw a long proceffion of coaches pafi 
through the ftrects filled with Englifli 
prifoners, who, juft torn from their fa- 
milies and thdr homes, were weeping 
bitterly. Deeply afFeded by this fpedta^ 
cle, he flew to Paris with the refolution 
bf obtaining ouf libtrty, or of fharing 
our prifon. He haonted the municipa- 
lity every night, attended the levies of 
adminiftrators of police every morning, 
» rifqued 
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rifqued his own perfonal fafety a th&u* 
fand tkneSy iand at length, like a true 
knight, vanquiihed all obftacles, and 
fnatched his miftrefs from captivity. I 
could not help lamenting, that he was 
compelled to make application for our 
releafe to Chaumette, the procurenr of 
the commune, who had been the prin- 
cipal evidence againft the deputies of the 
Gironde. Nothing could be more cruel 
than this kind of humiliation-^ 

Proftrate our friends' dire murderer to implore^ 
And kifs thofe hands yet reeking with their gore. 

With what delicious emotions did we 
return to our own habitation ! After 
pafling two months in prifon at fuch a 
period, we felt the bleflednefs of home 
in its full extent. To range through 
our own apartments without being pur- 
fued by guards or jailors, to return to 
domeftic comforts and domeftic peace, 
excited fcnfations the moft delightful. 

Society 
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Society had indeed vanilhed,- and home 
was but a milder prifbn, where we lived 
involuntary feclufton^ trembling at every 
knock at the gate, left it fhbuld- bring 
the mandate of a new arreftation } and 
afraid to venture out^ left we (hould be 
found guilty of an Englifli phyfiognomy, 
by fome of the numerous fpies of the 
police, who were continually prowling 
through the ftreets of Paris. Thefe in- 
deed were the only perfons we had to 
fear ; for even at the very moment when 
the permanent order of the day at the 
Jacobins was the crimes of the Englifli, 
far from receiving the fmalleft infult 
from the people of Paris, they difplay- 
ed the utmoft fympathy for. our fitua- 
tion, and our rcleafe from prifon Teem- 
ed to difFufe general fatisfa£tion through 
our whole neighbourhood. 

The prifons became more and more 
crowded, and increafing numbers were 
every day dragged to the fcaffold. Suf- 
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fe£l was the warrant of imprifonment, 
zxidi con/piracy was the watch-word of 
murder. One perfon was fent to prifon, 
becaufe ariftocracy was written in his 
countenance; another, becaufe it was 
faid to be hidden at his heart ; many were 
deprived of liberty, becaufe they were 
rich ; others^ becaufe they were learned ; 
and moft who were arrefted enquired the 
reafon in vain. 
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FEW weeks after our releafe from 
priibn, Rabaut de St. Eticnne was put 
to death. He was one of the moft en- 
lightened and virtuous men whom the 
revolution had called forth, and had ac- 
quired general efteem by his condud: as 
a legiflator, and confiderable reputation 
by his talents as a -writer. He was the 
prefident of the famous committee of 
twelve, which was appointed by the 
convention, previoufly to the 31ft of May, 
to examine into the confpiracies which' 
threatened its exiftence, and which, as 
1 have already related, haftened its par- 
tial diflblution. Rabaut, as often as he 
prefented himfelf to make the report, 
was compelled by the interruptions of 
the confpirators and their agents to re- 

tire 
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* tire from the tribune, until that moment 
arrived, when he, together with the 
members of the, commiffion, and the 
deputies of the Gironde, were expelled, 
or torn from the convention! I faw him 
•on this memorable day (for he tpofc 
{belter for a few hours. at our.hqufe) 
filled with defpair, not fo much for the 
lofs of his own life^ vyhich he then con- 
sidered as inevitable, as for that of the 
•liberty of his country, now failing un- 
der the vileft defpotilm, fie cfcaped 
arrefl; on the 2d of June, from not hav- 
ing been prefent at the convention when 
the confpirators confummated their crime 
by means of the military force of Paris, 
and concealed himfrlf in the houfc of a 
friend, with his brother, one of the fc- 
venty-three deputies who had figned the 
protcft. 

They enclofed part of a room for their 
pjace of fhelter, and -built up the Wall 
with their own hands, placing a book- 
cafe 



cafe before the entrance, fo that thertr 
was not the leaft appearance of conceal- 
ment. They employed a carpenter, ill . 
whom they had great confidence, to make 
the door, and the wretch betrayed them* 
Rabaut de St. Ecienne was immediately 
brought before the revolutionary tribu- 
nal to have his perfon identified^ for* he 
was now outlawed^ which in France is 
the fentence of death. He was led to 
execution ; and his wife, a mod: amia«- 
ble woman, unable to fupport the lofs of 
a hufband whom (be tenderly loved, puc 
an end to her cxiftcnce* His brother was 
taken to the Conciergerie, where he Ian-- 
guiihed with three other vidims, for 
many months, in a fubterraneous dun<^ 
gcon ; and there being only one bed al- 
lotted for four perfons, he lay upon the 
damp floor, and contrafted fuch violent 
diforders, that his life was long defpaircd 
af. He has now taken his feat in the 
convention. The generous friend and 

his 
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his wife, who had given the brothers art 
afylum, were alfo dragged to prifon ^ 
and fome time after were condemned, for 
this noble ail of friendlhip, to perifh on 
the fcafFold. 

If France, during the unrelenting ty- 
ranny of Robcfpierre, exhibited unex- 
ampled crimes, it was alfo the fcene 
of extraordinary virtue •, of the moft af- 
fedinginftances of magnanimity and kind* 
nefs. Of this nature was the condu6k of a 
young man, who being a prifoner with his 
brother, happened to be prefent when the 
names of the viftims were called over, 
who were fummoned to appear the next 
day before the fanguinary tribunal. Th« 
young man found the name of his bro- 
ther, who at that moment was abfent, 
upon the fatal lift. He paufed only an 
inftant to refledl, that the life of the fa- 
ther of a large family was of more va- 
lue than his own : he anlV/ered the call, 
furrendered himRlf to the officer,, and 

was 
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was executed in his brother's (lead. A 
father made the fame facriiice for his 
fon ; for the tribunal was lb negligent 
pf forms, that it was not difficult to de- 
ceive its vigilance. 

The increafing horrors which every 
day produced, had at length the effe£i 
€f extinguifliing in every heart the love 
of life, that fentiraent which clings fo 
faft to our nature. To die, and get b^ 
yond the reach of oppreffion, appeared 
a privilege; and perhaps nothing ap- 
palled the fouls of the tyrants fo much 
as that ferenily with which their vic- 
tims went to execution. The page of 
hiftory has held up to the admiration 
of fucceeding ages, thofe philofophers 
who have met death with fortitude. But 
had they been led among the viftims of 
Robefpierre to execution, they would 
have found themfelves, in this rcfpcft, 
undiftinguiflied from the crowd. They 
would, have leen perfons of eachfex, 

of 
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of all ages, and all conditions, look^ 
ing upon death with a contempt equal 
to their own* Socrates expiring fur- 
rounded by his friends, or Seneca and 
Lucan finking gently into deathi hav^ 
perhaps Icfs claim to admiration than 
thofe blooming beauties, who in afi the 
.firft frelhncfs of youth, in the very fpring 
of life:, fubmitted to the ftrokc of tlie 
.executioner with placid fmiles on their 
<:ountenances^ and looked like angels in 
their flight to heaven. 

Among the vidims of the tyrants, the 
women have been peculiarly diftinguifh-* 
<d Sot their admirable firmnefs in dtartij 
Perhaps this arofe from the fuperior fen- 
;libility which belongs to the female 
mind, and which made it feel that ic 
was lefs terrible to die, than to furviv« 
the objeds of its tendernefs. When the 
general who commanded at Longwy on 
its furrender to the Pruffians was con- 
edcmncd to die, his wife, a beautiful 

young 



< en ) 

young woman of four-and-twcnty years 
^f Ag^» ^ho heard the ientence pro- 
nounced, cried ouc in a tone of ddpair, 
*' Vive k roi !" The inhunian tribunal, 
inftead of attributing her conduct to dif- 
traAion, condemned her to die. Her 
hufband^ when he was placed in the 
•can, was .filled with aftoni(bment and 
anguifli when he faw his beloved wife 
led towards iu The people, (hocked 
at the fpeftacle, followed her to the 
fcafFold, crying, ** Elle n'a pas merite 
la mort." " Mes amis/' faid (he, **'c'eft 
ma faute-; j'ai vouki perk* avec mon 
mari*." 

The fury of thefe implacable monflers 

ieemed dircdbed with peculiar virulence 

againft that iex, whofe w^knefs man 

was dcftined by natui::e to fupporr. The 

•' fcaffbld was every day bathed with the 

. • « She did not defervc death.'*—" My friends, 
it 18 my own fault 5 1 was refolved to peri(h wkh my 
hufhand," 

t)lood 
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'tlood of women. Some who had been 

condemned to .die, but had been rc- 

Ipkcd OH .account of their pregnancy, 

were dragged to death immediately .after 

.their delivery, in that ftate of weakntfs 

which ravages would have refpeded. 

One unfortunate woman, the wife of a 

|)calanc, had been brought to J^aris, with 

nineteen other women df the fame claFs, 

and condemned to die with her com- 

|)anions. : She heard her fentence without 

-emotion^-, but when they came to carj^y 

her to execution, and take away the 

infant who was hanging at her breafV, 

and t receiving that nourifhment of which 

death was fo foon to dry up the fourcQ, 

Ihermt the .air with h& cries, with the 

ftrong fliriek of inftindive afiodlion, 

the piercing throes of materi>al tender- 

nefs — But in vain I the infant was torn 

:from the bofom that cherilhed it, and 

.the agonies of the unfortunate mother 

Jbund refpke in death. 

Fourteen 
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Fourteen young girls of Verdun, who 
had danced at a ball gitren by the Prufr 
fians, were led to the fcaffold together, 
and looked like nymphs adorned for a 
feftival. Sometimes, whole generations 
were fwcpt away at oftc moment ; and 
the tribunal exhibited many a family*, 
piece, which has almoft broken the heart ' 
of humanity. Maleihcrbcs, riie counfel 
of Ldujs XVI, was condenrocd to 
die, at eighty years of age, with his- 
daughter, and fon- in-law, his grand- 
daughter and grand-fon. 

^His daughter fcemed to hav«e loft fight 
of every earthly obje£l btit her veftera- 
ble piarent: (he embraced him a thou- 
fand timies on the way t6 execution ; 
bathed his face with her tears ; and when 
the minifter of deatfi dragged her from 
him, forgetting that the next nxnnent' 
pnt an end to het own,- (he exclaimed, 
" Wretch, arc you going to murder my 
father?'* 

Thcfe 
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Thcfe profcribcd families iccmed to 
find the fweeteft fource of confolation 
in dying together, and to confider the 
momentary paflage which they were 
going to make, as fo much the lefs 
painful, fince they Ihould undergo no 
feparation, but enter at the fame in- 
ftant into another ftate of exiftence. 
A young lady, the former marchionefs 
of Bois-Berenger, was imprifoned in the 
Luxembourg with her whole family. 
When her father, mother, and younger 
fifter received their aft of accufation, and 
fh€ found herfclf alone exempted, (he 
'(hed a flood of tears, her heart was .over- 
whelmed wkh anguilb. ** You will die 
without me,'* (he cried j " I am con- 
demned to furviVe you ; we (hall not pe- 
rifli together!" While fhe abandoned 
hcrfelf to defpair, her acl: of accufation 
arrived : a ray of tranfporc was inftantly 
diffufed over her countenance, (he flew 
into the arms of her parents, and cm- 
braced them. ** My dear mother,'' (he 
YoL. I. L exclaimed^ 
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exclaimed, " we (hall die together!" 
When the family was transferred to the 
Conciergerie, (he never left her mother 
a moment, but watched aver her with un- 
wearied tendernefs ; and while (he tried 
to footh her fufFerings by her filial en- 
dearments, (he endeavoured to infpire 
her with courage by the example of her 
own heroic fortitude. It was the pic- 
ture of a fort of Roman chariry. The 
unfortunate mother was mute, and her 
whole foul fecmed petrified with horror. 
Shefcemed anotherNiobe. Heradmirablc 
daughter died with the moft noble refo- 
lution. 

Mademoifclle Malefi, her younger fif- 
ter, when condemned to die, faid to her 
father with naivete, ** Je me ferrerai tant 
contra vous, mon bon pere, vous qui 
etes fi honnete homme, que Dieu me 
laiffera paffer malgre mes pcches*." 

* ^' I will cling fo faft to you^ my dear fatheri yon, 
i^ho are fo good, that God will fufier me to pais ia 
Ipiteof my tranfgrellions*'^ 

In 
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In the prifon of the Force, the mca 
were allowed to breathe the air in a court - 
yard leparated by a wall from the habi- 
tation of the women. A common-fewer 
was the ojily means of communication. 
At that fpor, an unhappy fon prefented 
himfelf every morning and every night, 
to enquire after his mother, who was 
condemned to die, but reprieved be- 
caufe Ihe was pregnant, and after her 
delivery executed. That pious child, in 
his early age already the viftim of mif- 
fortune, knelt down before the infec- 
tious fewer, and, with his mouth placed 
upon the hole, poured forth the feelings of 
his filial tendernefs. His younger bro- 
ther, a lovely child of three years of age, 
and who was fuffered to remain with 
his mother till her laft moments, was 
often placed at the oppofite end of the 
fewer, and anfwered for his mother when 
(he was too ill to undertake that ta(k 
hcrfclf. A perfon of my acquaintat^cc 
L z heard 
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Ticard him fay, ** Mama a moins plcurc 
ccttc nuit — un peu rcpofee, ct tc foa- 
baitc le bonjour; c'eft Lolo, qui t'aime 
bien, qui te dit cela*." At length this 
unfortunate mother, whe-n going to execu- 
tion, tranfmitccd to her fon, by the fewer, 
her long and graceful treffes, as the 
only inheritance ihe had to give. She 
then bade her infant a laft farewell, and 
was led to the fcafFold, whtre her huC- 
band had perifhed fome months before. 

One of the perfons moft diftinguiihcd 
by their jioblecontemptofdcathwasGirey 
Dupre, with whom I was well acquainted. 
He was the writer of a paper called the 
Patriote Fran9ois, in conjunAion with 
Briflot : be had acquired a high degree 
4»f literary reputation, and maintained his 
mother, a widow, by the labours of his 

* ** Mamma has not cried fo much to-night— 
She baa flcpt a little, and wifiiei you a good 
norniDg: it is Lolo who Ipcaks to you, wbolovct 
jfou very much." 
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pen. He was twenty-four years of age, 
and his countenance was one of the mofl 
agreeable I ever faw. To thefe perfonal 
advantages he united tlie moft frank and 
pleafmg manners, and diftinguilhed pow- 
ers of convcrfation. He had defended 
the deputies of the Gironde with too 
much'energy not to be involved in their 
fate, and he was alfo connedled by the ties 
of friendlhip with Briffot. Dupre was 
forced to fly from his perfecutors, and 
feck refuge at Bordeaux, where he was 
feized and brought back in irons to 
Paris, Far from being deprelTed by his 
approaching fate, the natural gaiety of 
his difpofition never forfook him a fingle 
moment. When interrogated at the tri- 
bunal with refpcfl: to his conneftion with 
Briflbt, he anfwered only in thefe words *, 
^* J'ai connu Briflbt ; j'attefl:e qu'il a vecu 
comme Arifl;ide, et qu'il efl: mort commc 

* " I knew Briffot; I atteft that he lived like Ari^ 
iUdcs, and died like Sydney the martyr of libeity." 

L 3 Sydney 
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Sydney martyr de la liberte." He prc- 
fentcd himfelf at the tribunal with his hair 
cut ofF, the collar of his (hirt thrown 
open, and already prepared for the ftroke 
of the executioner. On his way to the 
fcaffold he faw Robefpicrre's miftrefs at 
the window of his lodging, with her fitter, 
and fome of their ferocious accomplices^ 
** A bas les tyrans ct les didtateurs *!'* 
cried Dupre, repeating this prophetic exy 
cfamation till he loft fight of the houfe. 
While going to execution, he fung in a 
triumphant tone a very popular patriotic 
fong which he had himfelf compofed, and 
of which the chorus was " Plutot la 
mort que Tefclavagcf ." That cheriflied 
fentiment he fondly repeated even to his 
laft moment, and death left the half* 
finifhed fentence on his lips, 

Claviere, who had been contemporary 
minifter with Roland, and who was im- 

* " Down with tyrants and didlatorsl'* 
f " Rather death.thanfla very 1'* 

prifoned 
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prifoned in the Conciergerie, upon receiv- 
ing his aft of accufation, faw that the 
lift of witneffes againft him was compofed 
of his moft implacable enemies. *' Thefc 
are affaffins/* faid he to a fellow prifoner ;. 
*' I will fnatch myfelf from their rage.** 
He then Irepeated thefe lines of Voltaire, 

** Lea criminels tremblans font traines au fupplicc ; 
** Lea mertcls g^nereux dlfpofcnt dc Icur fort ;** 

and after deliberating with his companion 
upon the moft efFeftual manner of ftrlk- 
ing himfclf fo that the dagger inight 
reach his heart, he retired to his cell, 
where he was found a few minutes after 
breathing his laft figh. Madame Cla* 
viere, upon receiving the tidings of his 
death, fwallowed poifon, after having em- 
braced her children, and regulated her af- 
fairs. Notwithftanding his fuicide, the 
property of Claviere was confifcated, as if 
he had been regularly condemned. A 
law had lately been pafTed Co conftrue an 
aft of fuicide into a counter-revolution* 
L 4 arjF 
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ary projedV, when the father of a family 
who knew that his life was devoted, had 
voluntarily put an end to his cxiftencc in 
the hope of prefcrving his children from 
want. Robefpierre and his financial 
agents found nothing more preffing than 
to baffle thofe confpiracies againft the re- 
venues of their government; for confifca- 
tion was fo evidently the leading motive 
for the great mafs of their judicial afTafll* 
nations^ that the guillotine^ amongft other 
numerous titles, was moft generally called 
the " niinifter of finance/* The tribunal 
now began, to ufe the language of the 
orator *, ** to look into their cafh account 
for delinquency, and found the offenders 
guilty of fo many hundred thoufand 
pounds worth of treafon. They now ac- 
cufedbythe multiplication table, tried by 
the rule of three, and condemned, not by 
the fublime inftitutes of Juftinian, but by 

♦ See Mr. Sheridan'a eloquent fpeech on Mr. 
Hadings'ti triaL 

the 
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the unerring rules of Cocker's arithmc'^ 
tic.'' 
On fome occafions the genuine feelings ^ 

of nature burft forth amidfl: the ftupefied 
terror that had frozen every heart. A 
law had lately paffed, obliging every mer-. 
chant to infcribe on his door the (lock of 
merchandize in his warehoufe, under the 
penalty . of . death.. A wine-merchant^ , 
whofe affairs had called him haftilv into 
the country, entrufted the bufinefs of the 
infcription to his foii, who fromJgno- 
rance or negligence, for it was clearly proNr- 
ed that there exifted no intention of frauds. , 
had omitted to affix the.declaration in the. 
precife words of the law. The confciea- 
tious jury of the cevolutionary tribunal' 
condemned him to death, prefuming on 
the counter-revolutionary intention ia 
this cafe from the aft, though they were 
in general accuftomed, for want of other 
evidence, to find the aft by guefEng at 
the intention. The innocent prifoner had 
prepared himfelf for death, when the mi- 
L 5 nifter 
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niftcr of juftice, informed of the cafe^ 
wrote to the convention, demanding a 
refpite. His letter had not been half 
read before the hall refounded with the 
cry of " reprieve, reprieve P* and fearing 
that the aft of pardon would arrive too 
late, the convention, difpenfmg with the: 
ufual formalities, not only fent its officers 
and part of the military force, but great 
numbers of the deputies rufhed out to 
ftop the execution. The officer who re- 
ceived the order firft, with which he flew 
towards the place of the revolution, told, 
me that on his coming out of the con^ 
vention he faw the fcafFold reared and 
the crowd aflTembled. He had fcarcely^ 
reached the firft tree of the vifta when he 
faw the fatal knife defcend j he redoubled . 
his fpeed, but before he got to the end of 
the walk another head had fallen : a third 
perfon had mounted the fcafFold, but the 
voice of the meffenger was too weak, from 
the efforts he had made to reach the fpot, 

to 
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ro be noticed by the multitude. Thc^ 
fourth had afcended when he gained the. 
place, rufhed through the crowd, called 
to the executioner, and leaped on the fcaf* 
fold. The prifoner had been ftripped, his 
Ihoulders were bare, and he was already 
tied to the plank v when the cry of " re- 
prieve" burft forth. The officer enquired 
his name, which the young man told him.. 
"Alas ! you are not the perfon,'' he re- 
plied. The prifoner fubmitted calmly ta/ 
his fate. 

The bearer of the reprieve, who is x 
perfi^n of a very benevolent difpofition^, 
declared that he never felt fo acute a pang; 
as when he was compelled to turn away, 
from this unfortunate viftim. He haft- 
ened, however, to the prifon, where ha 
found^the perfon who was reprieved await^ 
ing the return of the cart and the execu* 
tioner,.his hair cut and his hands tied^to^ 
be led to death at another part of the city, 
where his houfe ftood. A wife and nine: 
L 6 childrem ^ 
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children were deploring the miferable lo(s 
of a hufband and a father, when the of- 
ficer who had brought the tidings of life 
to the prifoner, went at his requeft to 
carry them to his dift rafted family. I 
need not defcribe what he related to me 
of the fcene — your heart will readily fill 
vp the pifture. 

That clafs of men who were peculiarly 
the objcft of the tyrant's rage were men of 
letters, with refpeft to whom the jealoufy 
of the rival mingled with the fury of the 
cppreflbr, and againft whom his hatred 
was Icfs implacable for having oppofed 
his tyranny, than for having cclipfed his 
eloquence. It is a curious confideration,^ 
that the unexampled crimes of this fan- 
guinary ufurper, and the confequent mife- 
ries which have defolatcd the fincft coun- 
try of Europe, may perhaps, ii traced to 
their fource, be found lo arife from the 
refentment of a difappointcd wit. Ro- 
befpierre, for the misfortune of humani- 
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ty, was perfecutcd by the moll reftlefs-dc^ i 
fire of diftinguiftiing himfelf as an oratpr^-^ 
aad nature had denied him the power. 
He and his brother were born at Arra§, ^ 
and left orphans .at an early age. XheJ^i-, 
fliopof Arras had beftow«:d on themjJbead- 
vantagesofaliberalcdvication. Rpbefpieri^e 
diftinguiftied himfelf by his application to > 
his firll ftudies,and obtained many literary . 
prizes. At the age of fixteen, elated by' 
the applaufe he had received, he.faa- 
cied himfelf endowed with fuchrare power 
of genius as would enable him to a6t a 
fplendid part on the theatre of the world, 
and his frjends indulged the fame fond 
expedation. He applied to the ftudy of 
the law, and already in imagination con- 
templated himfelf difputing with the firft 
orators of the age the palm of eloquence. 
Experience, however, convinced his 
friends, and at length himfelf, that they 
had indulged a vain illufion. He dif. 
covered no tafte or aptitude for the pro- 

fefllon 
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ftflion for which he was defigned, became- 
weary of ftudy, was checked by the 
ffighteft difficulties ;. and being foundde-^ 
ftitute of thofe talents which were nccefi. 
fary to his fuccefs as a public fpeaker, 
his benefaftor, after a trial of fufficient 
length, refufed to fupport him any longer 
at a confiderable and fruitlefs expence at 
Paris, but ordered him, to returnto Arras, 
where in an humble fphere, better fuited. 
to the mediocrity of his abilities, he 
might purfue his profeffion as a lawyer.. 
Robefpierre was compelled to return to 
Arras ; which, after the fplendid dreams 
he had indulged of fame and honours* 
in the capital, was an humiliation he 
felt keenly, but which he brooded over 
in filence : for he never on any occa« 
fion difplayed his.fenfibility to, mortifica- 
tions, which was in proportion to his ex 
ceflive vanity, but concentred within his 
vindidtive foul his di%race, his refent- 
ment, and his projefts of vengeance. From 
4. the 
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the period of his return to Arras may be 
dated his abhorrence o£ men. ofe talents.. 
From that moment^ inftead of admiring; 
genius^ he repined at its exiftcnce. The 
fame feelings dung to his bafe and cnvi* 
ousv (pirit when he had ufurped his dic- 
tatorial power- He made it pain of 
death to be the author of what he called^ 
feditious ppblications, hy which means it. 
was eafy for him to involve men of letters- 
in a general profcription. He fupprefled 
every dramatic piece in which there were 
any allufions he difliked, or wherein the 
pi6bure or hiftory held up to view any, 
feature of his own charafter. And it was. 
his plan to abolifli theatrical entertain^ 
ments altogether j for he qonfidered the: 
applaufe bellowed on fine poetry as fome- 
thing of which his^ harangues were de- 
frauded. He held up men of letters to 
the people as perfons hoftile to the caufe 
of liberty, and incapable of raifing them- 
fclves to the height of the revolution ; and 
to make them (till greater objefts of mif- 

truft 
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truft and fufpicion, he had long inftruftcd 
his agents to declaim uncealingly againit 
thecn asjiaiefmeni the meaning of which 
word, in the didionary of thefe confpi- 
rators, was counter- revolutionift. Their 
fyftem had even arrived at fome maturity, 
when Briffot, in his fpeechfor an appeal 
to the people on the trial of the lateking^ 
thus pourtrays thenri : 

" II fcmblc a entendre ces hommes 
qu'on ne puiiTe etre a la hauteur de la 
revolution,, qu'en montant fur des piles 
de cadavres. II fcmble que. le fecret de 
Phomme d'etat- foit maintenant le fecret 
des bourreaux. Veut-on faire entendra 
le langage de la faine politique ? on eflt 
foudoye par des puiffances ctrangeres. 
Veut-on parler celui de la raifon ? c'eft 
dc la philofophietoute-pure, s'ecrie-t-onv . 
cc on accoutume la multitude a meprifer 
fa. bienf^.itrice, a divinifer Tignorance V* ^ 

" L*igno- 

f ** Accorcjing to thcfc men, no one can poffibly 

be. 
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" LMgnorancc de la multitude eft le Ce^ 
cret du pouvoir des agitatcurs comme dea 
defpotcs 5 c^efl- la le fecret de la duree de 
Tart de calomnier. Voila pourquoi ils 
s'elevent contre la philofophic, qui vcut 
afFermir la liberte fur la raifon univerfelle. 
Voilk pourquoi ils plaifantcnt fur le fyf-- 
tcme d^education^ fur Tutillte des Scales 
primaires. II s'agit bien de tout cela^ 
c'eft de mafTacres qu'il faut entretenir le 
peuple* Voila pourquoi ils fuppoien^ 
Ils accufent fans cefle Tariftocratie du 
talent. Ah pourquoi le talent ? n'eft-il 
qu*un etre metaphyfique ? Avec quel 

be ftt the bef^bt of the revolution without mounting 
on heapi of dead. It feemi ti if the knowledge of 
the ftatefniftn wai commenfurate only with the ikxB 
of the executioner. If we fpeak a language diftated 
by found policy, . we arc in the pay of foreign pow- 
ers. Do we fpeak that of rcafon? This is nothing, 
they exclaim, but the dreams of philofophy: and thus 
the multitude are inftrufted to defpife their benefac« 
trefs, and deify ignorance," 

doux 
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doux plaifir ccs Vandalcs le mvcllcroi- 
cnt, fi Icur faux pourroicnt ratteindrc * !" 
One of the otgefts cf Robefpierre'src- 
fcntmcnt was M. Bitauby, a Pruffian, well 
known in the literary world by his ele- 
gant tranflation of Homer into French. 
He was a member of the academy at Bcr-. 
lin, from which the king of Pruflia or- 
dered his name to be ftruck out, and the 
penfion with which the great Frederic 
had rewarded his merit to be difcpnth» 

* " The ignorance of tte multitude is the mafteiy 
fpring of the power of anarcht/is as well as of defpots; 
it is by this they keep alive the breath of calumny* 
Furniflied with this engine,, they make war on phi«> 
Iofophy» which teaches us that univerfal reafon is the 
only bafii of liberty \ and thus deride ev^ry plan of 
educationi and deny the utility of public fchoola.. 
Thcfe arc reveries, fay they j the people muft be re- 
generated with blood. This is the reafon why they 
are inveighing fo continually ag^ainft the ariftocracy- 
of genius. Alas ! why has knowledge only a me-^ 
taphyfical exiftence \ With what complacency would 
Dot thcfe Vandals bring it to their own level, if thcic 
dcftroying fcytbc could rcaqh it I** 

oued^ 
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hued, on account of his avowed attach- 
> mcnt to the principles of the revolution. 
M. Bitauby had fixed his rcfidencc at 
Paris feveral years pVevious to that event, 
I have been acquainted with him and his 
lady fince my firft arrival in France, and 
have never met with perfons who blend- 
ed with the wifdom and ferioufnefs of 
age, fo much of all that is amiable in 
•youth. M. Bitauby, in the firft days of 
the revolution, had been perfonally ac- 
quainted with Robefpierre, who fre- 
quently dined at his houfe ; but he was 
not long in difcovering the fanguinary 
and fanatical ideas of liberty which filled 
the foul of the tyrant, and which fo 
much difgufted him that he gave up his 
acquaintance. 

Robefpierre did not forget the affront, 
which he had now the power to avenge. 
M. Bitauby and his wife were dragged to 
prifon in the beginning of the winter, where 
they languilhed ten months; and depriv- 
ed 
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cd of thofc tares which their age and thcif 
infirmities required, they had almoft funk 
beneath their weight* Madame Bitauby** 
indifpofitions required medical afllftancc}, 
but fo many formalities were neceflary 
before a phyfician could be admitted 
into the prifon, that,, if the diforder was 
not of a lingering nature, the patient ex^ 
pircd while the police were arranging the 
ceremonials previous to his relief. Dur- 
ing the laft months of Robcfpierre's ufur*» 
pation, the prifoners were refufed the cone 
folation of. being attended by their own 
phyficians^^ Profeflional men were apr 
pointed by the police ^ and as feledtioni 
were m^de among thofe who. were able 
to give clearer propfs of their Jacabla 
principles than of their medical (kill,, 
thefc revolutionaty doctors fometimes. 
robbed the revolutionary jury of their 
prey. A few however of thefe ** officers , 
of health" paflcffed the negative, merij: 
whxQh Dr. Franklin afcribed.tp old and 

expert 
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experienced phyficians, «« tbey let theit 
patients die,** for the remedies they ad- 
miniftered were of too harmlefs a nature 
to be capable of doing niifchief. The 
phyfician of the Conciergerie had as 
ftrong a prcdileftion for tifanne as Dr. 
Sangrado for hot water, Tifanne was 
the vivifying draught which was deftined 
to fooch all pains, and heal all nf)aladies« 
One day the dodtor, after having felt a 
patient's pulfc, faid to the jailor, ** He Is 
better this morning/* •* Yes," anf^ver- 
cd the jailor, " be is better, bxit the per- 
fon who lay in this bed yefterday is dead.** 
^ Eh bien,** refumed tlie dodor coolly, 
qu'on donne toujours la tifanne.** 

M. and Madame Bitauby had an advo« 
>cate in (heir diftreft whom it was difficult 
indeed to refift. This was an old fervant 
of eighty years of age. His figure was 
So intercfting that Sterne's pencil only 
tcould ikecch it well*i and had Sterne ktn 
ium^ he would not have failed to draw 

hii 
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his portrait. He pleaded the caufc of 
his mafter with fuch pathetic eloquence, 
that at the revolutionary comnjittee he 
fometimes *• drew iron tears down Pluto's 
check." But the old man was eloquent 
in vain, and was finking with defpair 
into the grave when the revolution of the 
9th of Thermidor reftored his mafter and 
miftrefs to liberty. 

The fate of Boucheu, author of a 
poem called " The Months/' excited 
particular fympathy. He paffed his 
time in prifon, in educating one of 
his children, and this employment fccra- 
cd to charm away his cares. The day 
he received his a6t of accufation, know- 
ing well the fate that awaited him, he 
fent his fon home, giving him his por- 
trait, which a painter who was his fellow- 
prifoner had drawn, and which he or- 
dered the child to give his mother. Be- 
low the pidure he had' written the follow- 
ing lines : 

"Ne 
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^ Ne vous itonntz pas, objets charmans et doux, 
Si qudqa'air dc triftefle obfcurcit mon vifagc ; 
Loriqu'un favant crayon defiinoit cet image. 
On dreflbit Tccbafaud, et je penfois a vous." 

Lov*d objeAs, ceafe to wonder wbcn ye trace 
The melancboly air tbat clouds my face ; 
Ah ! while the painter's flcill this image drew 
They rearM the fcaffold, and I thought of yott ! 

La Voificr, the celebrated chemift, was 
put to death with the other farmers ge- 
neral. He requeftcd a fortnight's ref- 
pite to enable him to complete a phi« 
lofophical experiment. The Vandals 
had no time to paufe in their career of 
blood, for. the purfuits of philofophy, 
and fcnt him away, obferving that the 
republic had no longer any need of che- 
roifts. Chamfort, a member of the French 
academy, and an enthufiaftic advocate 
for the revolution, with feelings too keen 
to bear the horrors by which fo noble a 
caufe ha4 been ftained, hid them from his 

fight 
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ifight hy a voluntary death. La Harpe 
^as thrown into prifon, and was deftrned 
to pcrilh on the fcafFoId. The author 
of the Travels of the younger Anachar- 
iis, notwithftanding his advanced age, was 
the objeft of continual perfecution. Flo- 
rian,whowashimfelf imprifoned, and con- 
demned to fee his dcareft friends perifli, 
had Hot fufficient fortitude to fuftain 
fuch trials. His charming pen had dif- 
played the mod foothing images of hap* 
pinefs and virtue 4 and when he beheld 
around him only mifery and crimes, his 
difordered imagination haftened his death, 
Vicq d'Azyr died of a broken heart. 
Bailly,"the firft mayor of Paris, whofe 
aftronomical refearches have placed him 
in the higheft rank of fcience, was mur- 
dered with circumftanccs of particular 
aggravation. He was to have been ex- 
ecuted in the Champ de Marsj but from 
the caprice of the fanguinary mob, he 
was compelled to wait two or three hours 

ac 
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at the place af execution, while the 
fcaflbld wais removed to a field adjoin* 
ing, where he flood drenched in rain^ 
in the midft of winter, anfl) which was 
more difficult to bear than the " pelting 
of the pitilefs ftorm," expofed to the 
infults and injuries of an execrable let 
of wretches who ufually attended thefe 
horrid fpedtacles. The red flag was ^ 
burned before his eyes, and he was 
compelled to fee fire to the pile that 
confumcd it, while the ruffians plunged 
his head into the fmoke for their farther 
amufement. He fubmittcd to all that 
was inflided on him with the ferenity 
of a philofopher, and only requefted 
with miidnefs, that his fufFerings might 
be terminated. One of the barbarians 
by whom he was tormented, faid to him 
in a tone of favage mockery, " Tu trem- 
bles, Bailly." « Mori ami, c'eft de froidV 

* " You tremble, Bailly."— •« It is with cold^ my 
friend." 

Vol. I. . M replied 
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replied the fage. At length, after hav- 
ing made him drink the cup of bitternefs 
to the very dregs, they permitted him 
to die. 
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LETTER IX. 

V/NE of the particular objefts of Ro- 
bcfpierre'3 rage was general Miranda, a 
native of Peru, well known in Europe 
by that philanthropic fpirit of adventure 
which led him to pafs many years in 
travelling through various parts of the 
globe, with the view of being ufcful to 
his own country, which, fince the pe* 
riod of the fanguinary SpaniQi conquefts, 
has groaned beneath the yoke of the 
moft abje£l flavery. If this philofophi* 
cal enthufiaft ftiould not accomplifti the 
purpofe for which he undertook his cru- 
fade of patriotifm, it has at leaft enabled 
him to furnifli his mind with fuch acqui- 
iitions of knowledge, fuch ftores of ob- 
fervation, and fuch a diftinguiflied taftci 
for^ the fine arts, as render his fociety in 
M 2 the 
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the hjghcft degree inftruftivc and delight^ 
ful; while with an underQ:anding of the 
firft order he unites that perfeft 0mpli- 
city of manners which ufually belongs to 
great minds *, 

When the Pruflians were on their 
march towards Paris, Miranda accepted 
a command in the army of Dumourier, 
who was then retreating before theoL 
After the de&at of the Pruflians, and 
on the entrance of the republican army 
into the Low Countries, Miranda added 
to the high reputation he had already 
acquired through Europe, by the gallant 

^ Dumouner, in -fats Memoirs, while he does jaP 
dee to Miranda's talents, complains of his ** baugbtl* 
mejs and bardnefs oi chara&er." Miranda has cer* 
tainly more of the fedate dignity of a Spaniard, 
than the hrifk air of a Frenchman ; and if that tie- 
i^ion of foul which fcoms to make any compofition 
with principles be baugbtinefsy and that infiexibi- 
lity which ftcdfaftly purfues the ftraight path of 
integrity and honour be bardaefs of cbaraOtr^ 
Dumourier is in the right. 

manner 
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manner in which he executed that part 
of the conqueft of thofe countries which' 
was allotted him. When Dumouricr 
came to Paris, the command of the whole 
army devolved on Miranda ; and when 
the campaign began, and Dumourier was 
invading Holland, the attack of Maef- 
trrcht, and the army on the Meufe, were 
committed to his care. The fuccefsful 
march of the Auftrians on Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle obliged him to raifc the Gcge ; and 
he was joined foon after by Dumourier^ 
who bad left his conqueft in Holland to 
repair the misfortunes of the army com- 
manded by Valence. The ill humour 
which Dumourier had brought with him. 
from Paris, where the Jacobins had al- 
ready begun their fyftem of mifrule and' 
anarchy, was not leffened by ill fuccefs ; 
and goaded by the pang of indignation 
and of difappointed ambition, he formed' 
the criminal defign of betraying the re- 
public. This fpirit of rebellion found 
M 3 the 
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the moft inflexible oppofition from Mi* 
raoda, whole perfonal friendfliip for Du- 
mourier did not lead him to forg^ that 
his firft duty was towards that country 
which had entrufted him with its defence. 
The event of the battle of Nerwinden, 
fought againft the repeated advice of 
Miranda, and in which this general loft 
a conGderable part of the troops he com- 
manded, having been forced to fuftain 
the whole fhock of the enemy, afibrded 
Dumourier the means of getting rid of 
an opponent fo hoftile to his defigns j 
and Miranda was fent by the commi& 
iaries La Croix and Danton, without be- 
ing previoufly heard by them, to give an 
account of his condudt at the bar of the 
convention. He underwent the moii: 
ftri(5t xamination before the committees 
of war and general iafety, who declared, 
that not the flighted doubt remained of 
his military condud, or his fidelity to the 
republic. But this report was ftified by 

the 
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the intrigues of La Croix, Dantoti, and 
others of *their party ; and he was fent, 
m defiance of all decency, to the revo- 
lutionary tribunal. 

His trial took place in the beginning 
of May, before jnftice had for^cver fled 
from that fanguinary court. The hour 
erf" carnage was not yet arrived : the tri- 
bunal, though from its inftitution terrible, 
and cruel in its forms, which placed the 
life of the accuied upon a cafting voice, 
had not yet become a fhrine confecrated 
to infernal deities^ and reeking with the 
daily facrifice of human vidtims. The 
voice of innocence was not yet ftified 
by the favage vociferations of monftera 
thirfling for its blood; and Miranda 
pleaded his caufe with fuch fublime 
energy, as proved that his pbwtrs as ab 
orator were not inferior to his talents as 
4 general. He covered himfelf with 
gloryi and his enemies with cdnfufion 5 
and overftepping the ufual forms^ the 
M 4 jury 
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jury made their verdift the vehicle of 
eulogium upon his conduf):. 

-After his trial he retired to a fmall 
diftance from Paris, where he lived in 
literary leifure, amidft his books and 
paintings, and where I vifited him fre- 
quently. His repofc was however of 
fliort duration. He was too diftinguifhed 
a charafter to efcape the tyranny which 
the confpiracy of the 31(1: of May had 
cftablifhed ; and after having been perfc- 
cuted by domiciliary vifits on various 
pretences, he was again thrown into pri- 
fon, charged with being the chief de- 
fender and abettor of the Girondc and 
Girondifm. The real caufe of Robef- 
picrre's animofity towards him is not 
well known, but may be refolved into 
that general hatred which he bore to-, 
wards all men of talents ; and as he knew 
that the eminent abilities of Miranda 
were improved by advantages which had 
fallen to the lot of few, he^ might na- 
turally 
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turally think that the exiftencc of fucH 
a man was dangerous to his own. 

Twice, in the zenith of his tyranny, 
he accufed Miranda to his fubjefts the 
Jacobins ; and when we heard that the 
name of Miranda had ifllied from thofe- 
peftilential^ lips, we confidered his mur- 
der as inevitable. One obftacle was 
found fufficient to ftiield^ him from the 
tyrant's vengeance ; and this was a feel- 
ing of (hame which kirked* in the mind 
of the public accufer, who, covered as 
he was with blood, did not dare to meet' 
the look of Miranda, and bring forward 
a fccond accufation', after having once* 
joined the general voice of applaufe up- 
on his acquittah This fentimcnt led- 
Fouquier- Tainviile to put off the fecond^ 
trial required by Robefpierre, till the 
tyrant would hear of. delay and ex-- 
cufes no more; and himfelf infcribed- 
Miranda*s name on the fatal lift for 
the twelfth of Thermidor. The revo-- 
, M <; lution: 
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lution of the tenth reftorcd him to li- 
berty. 

Miranda fubmitted to an imprifon- 
ment of eighteen months^ under the con- 
tinual expedlation of death, with that 
philofophical ftrcngth of mind which he 
poffeflcs in a mod eminent degree. He 
had indeed determined not to be dragged 
to the guillotine, and had therefore pro- 
vided himfelf with poifon. Thus armed, 
he fent for a confiderable number of 
books from his library, and placed them 
in his little chamber, of which he found 
means to keep the fole poflcffion. Here 
he told me, that he endeavoured »to for- 
get his prcfcnt fituation in the ftudy of 
hiftory and fcience. He tried to confi- 
der himfelf as a paflenger on a long voy- 
age, who had to fill up the vacuity of 
time with the j-efearches of knowledge, 
and was alike prepared to perilh or to 
reach the fhore. During his long con- 
finement^ the only perfon with whom 

he 



he aflbciated was the former marquis 
Achille du Chatelet, who poflcffed all 
the accomplifhments of literature, and 
whom the tyrants had dragged to prifon 
while the wounds were yet unhealed 
which he had received in defending his 
country. He and Miranda ufed to meet . 
every evening, take their tea together, 
and talk over the books they had read 
during the day, avoiding as much as 
poffible the fubjeft of politics, which 
^ afFedted them too deeply, nor could Du 
Chatelet bear to pronounce the names 
of the decemvirs. Tidings, however, of 
the horrible icenes which were paffing in 
Paris reached him in the gloom of his 
prifon ; and the emotions of his mind,, 
together with the irritation of his wound,, 
produced a fever. Miranda attended 
him night and day alternately with an- 
other prifoner •, and he was recovering 
from this diforder, when he heard that 
fome of his deareft friends had perilhed 
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on the fcaffbld. The next morning, 
ivhcn Miranda went to his room to re- 
lieve a fellow- prifoner who had watched 
him during the night, he obferved that 
his whole face was violently inflamed^ 
He enquired eagerly what was the mat- 
ter. Du Chatelet prefled his hand, and 
bade him farewell. This unfortunate 
young man, unable to fupport the (hock 
occafioned by the murder of his friends,, 
and grown weary of exiftence, rcfolved 
not to wait till the aflafCns called him to 
the fcaffbld, but had recourfe to poi* 
fon, with which he had provided him- 
ifelf. A phyfician had furnished Verg- 
niaud, Du Chatelet, and feveral other 
martyrs to their country,, with this Ic- 
thean remedy, which they called * la 
pillule de la liberte. A note was found 
in Du Chatelet's chamber, in which he 
declared that he had fold his books and 
all that belonged to him in the prifon, 
♦ The piU of liberty. 

to 
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to Miranda. This was the only mod* 
m which he could leave his efiedls to hi& 
friend, or prevent their being feizcd by 
the nation. 

Miranda found a memorial' among his 
papers^ which he has put into my hands,^ 
where he traces the hiftory of his poli- 
tical life. It contains an honourable li(fc 
of the facrifices he had made, the labours' 
he had achieved, and the perils he had 
encountered in the public caufe, from the 
period when in 1789 he contributed iff 
the baillage of Perronne to the union 
of the nobles with the third eftate, till 
the middle of the year 179?; when, al- 
though his wounds were not clofed, he 
defired leave to return to the army, and 
obtained the command of the diftrid of 
Aire. But he foon found that his iir- 
firmities did not permit him to fulfil the 
duties of his ftation : — he was obliged to 
return i and though his fortune was now 
loft^ he refufed to accept his pay as a 

general 
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general officer, fince he was no longer 
able to ferve his country. At the very 
moment when he was preparing to return 
home, he was arrefted by the revolu- 
tionary committee at Aire, as a meafure 
of " g^sniral Jafety^* and conduftcd with[ 
guards to the committee of general fafety 
of the convention, who, with the fame 
tender regard for public fecurity, inilead 
of declaring that this gallant young of- 
ficer had merited well of his country, 
fept him to the prifon of the Force, and 
refufed to let his feryant enter for a 
few minutes in the day to drefs his 
wound. His prifon fix months after be* 
came his grave, and he was placed be* 
yond the reach of tyranny, Miranda 
was then left to abfolute folitude \ but 
he had ftill the courage to live, and at 
length the hour of deliverance arrived* 

You wHl perhaps think, dear fir, that 
the (ketch which I have given you of 
public and private calamity is.fufficiently 

gloomy. 
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gloomy. But) alas! the fcene Mackens 
as we advance, and wears a deeper hor* 
ror. We have now arrived at that pe* 
riod when the tyrant, grown bolder by 
fuccefs, intoxicated with power, and 
throwing afide all regard even to forms, 
reached the climax of his crimes^ and 
accelerated the moment of his falL You 
will view him and the agents of his ini- 
quity no longer fatisfied with vidlin^s in 
detail : they, now murder in mafs^ and^ 
in the words of Racide, 

•* Lavent dans Ic fang Icurs bras enfonglant^s.'*' 

I fliall in the courfe of a fortnight 
fend you a hiftory of the laft fcenes of 
this foul tragedy, and give you fuch a 
detail, as can only be learnt on the fpot, 
of the events which produced the revolu^- 
tion of the 9th of Thcrmidor, and of 
the incidents which on that nnemorabk 
night determined the fate of the French, 
republic. 

In 
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In the mean time, you will not tX" 
claim as 'the Roman poet did with rc- 
fpeft to religion, " Of fo many evils 
could Liberty have been the caufe !'* It 
is, alas! the condition of our uninftrufted 
nature, that nations like individuals fhould 
acquire wifdom only in the fchool of ex- 
perience; and though the page of hiftory, 
which according to Lord Bolingbrokc 
is ** philofophy teaching by example,** be 
open before to, we are too prefumptuous, 
or too carelefs, to heed or apply the lef- 
fon. I need not make ufe of any reafon- 
ing to convince you that Liberty is inno- 
cent of the outrages committed under its 
borrowed fandtron; for though we might 
from fome momentary impulfe blafpheme 
its name, as Lucretius did that of religion, 
we muft be perfuaded that neither religion 
nor liberty is chargeable with the crimes 
committed by tyranny or fuperftition. As 
no weeds are more pernicious than thofe 
which arife in that foil from which good^ 

fruit- 
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fruit alone Ihould have fprung, for, na 
crimes have exceeded thofe which the ty- 
rant and the fanatic have committed in* 
the name of Freedom, the guardian an- 
gel of the happinefs of mankind, and iir 
that of the Being ^< vrhok tender mercies 
are over all his works/* 

I mud not conclude without inform* 
ing you, that the dark picture which you- 
have been contemplating is relieved by 
a bright and foothing perfpe&ive. The 
paft feems like one of thofe frightful 
dreams which prefents to the difturbed 
fpirit phantoms of undefcribable horror,, 
and *^ deeds without a name;'' awakened' 
from which, we hail with rapture the- 
cheering beams of the morning, and an* 
ticipate the meridian luftre of the day*. 
The 9th of Thermidor has eftablilhed the^ 
republic •, and nothing now remains but 
to arrange its forms. Its internal (itua« 
tion will no more offer a hideous con* 
trad to its external vidories. The guiU 
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ty commune of Paris exifts no longer; 
the den of the Jacobins is clofed ; and 
the whole nation^ roofed into a fenfe of 
its danger by the terrible leflbn it has 
been taught, can be opprefled no more* 
There fcarcely exifts a-family, or an in- 
dividual in France, that has not been be- 
reaved by tyranny of fome dear relation, 
fpme chofen friend, who feems from the 
grave to call upon them with a warning 
voice to watch over the liberties of their 
country. The love of public virtue an 
the people of France is now bkndfd 
with all the fympathies and affeftiona of 
their natures : it is heard in the iighs of 
general mourning; it fpeaks in the t^ars 
of the widow and the orphan; and is 
not only imprinted by every argument 
that can render it facred and durable on 
the underftanding, but clings to every 
feeling of the heart. 
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No. I. 

JL HE reprefentacives of the French 
people underfigned^ confidering that^ 
dmidft events which excite the indig- 
nation of the whole republic, they can- 
not remain filenc with refpeft to the at- 
tempts committed agaipd: the national 
reprefentation, without feding themfelvea 
chargeable with the moft ihameful pufil* 
lanimity, or with becoming ftill more 
guiky Iharers in the crime : 

Confidering that the fame confpira- 
tors, who, from the very period in which 
the republic waf proclaimed, had never 
difcontinued their attacks on the national 
reprefenution, have at length filled up^ 

the 
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the meafure of their crimesi in violatfng^ 
the majefty of the people in the pcrfons- 
of their reprefentatives. By driving (ortie to 
ieek their fafety in flight, by imprifoning 
others, and forcing the reft to bend their 
necks under the yoke of the moft infult^ 
ingtyrannyr 

Confidering that the head's of this fac^ 
tJbn, emboldened by long impunity, 
growing ftrong through excefs cf impu- 
dence^ and relying on the number of 
their aceompticei, have ftized on all the 
branchei of the executive governmenrt on 
the treafury, on the means of defence and 
the refources of the nation, which they 
difpofe of at their pleafure, and which 
they are employing to eSeft its ruin : 

Confiderihg that they have at their 
command the chiefs of the military 
force, and the conftituted authorities of 
Paris ; that the majority of the inhabi* 
tants of this city, intimidated by the ex- 
ccffes of a faftion which the law is un- 
able 
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able to reach, afirightcd by profcrip* 
tions with which they are continually 
threatened, find themfelvcs not only 
incapable of deftroying the machinations 
of the confpirators, but often, through 
rcfped to the law, which enjoins obedi- 
ence to the conftituted authorities^ com* 
pelled even to become as it were accom- 
plices in their crimes : 

Cohfidcring that fo great is the oppref- 
fion under which the national convention 
labours, that not one of its decrees can 
be executed, unlefs ix be approved or dic- 
tated by the heads of this fadion ; that 
the confpirators have in fa£t fet them-^ 
felves up as the only organ of the public 
will, and that they have reduced the reft 
of the national reprefentation to be the 
pafllve inftruments of their plcafure : 

Confidering that the national conven- 
tion, after having been forced to inveft 
with unlimited powers thofe commiiTaries 
who have been fent into the departments 

and 
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and to the arrpies, and who have been 
chofcn exclufively by this faftion, has 
been unable to check the arbitrary afls 
which they have committed, or even to 
proteft againft the incendiary and dtfor- 
ganizing principles which the majority 
amongft them have propagated: 

Confidering that not only has the na- 
tional convention been rendered incapable 
of profecuting the defpoilers of the public 
wealth, or the wretches who have given 
orders for murder and pillage; but even 
thefefame confpirators, after having fail- 
cd in their dcfigns on the night of the 
loth and the iifh of March, have ac- 
complifhed them with niore fuccefs on 
the aoth, 21 ft, 27ih, and 31ft of May, 
and on the 2d of June laft paft: 

ConQdering that at this laft epocha they 
beat to arms, rung the tocfin, and fired 
the alarm guns i that the barriers of the 
city were (hut, all communication cut 
off, the fecrccy of letters violated, tht 

haU 
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hall of the convention blockaded by an 
armed force of more ^han 60,000 men; 
that a formidable artillery was ftationed 
at every avenue of the national palace; 
that furnaces were fixed to fcrve the 
guns with red hot balls, and that every 
preparation was made for an attack; that 
the battalions enrolled for the Vendee, 
but detained for this purpofe in the neigh- 
bourhood of Paris, were amongft the 
number of the befiegcrrs ; that ruffians 
in the pay of the confpirators, and fitted 
for the execution of their bloody pro- 
jects, occupied the moft important pofts 
and the pafiages of the hall ; that they 
were openly rewarded for their zeal by 
diftributions of provifions and money • 
that at the moment when the national 
convention prcfented itfelf in full aflcm- 
bly at the avenue of the national palace 
to enjoin the military to withdraw, the 
commander, invefted by the confpirators 
with the moil abfolute didatorfhip, had 

the 
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audacity to inlift that the profcribcd de- 
puties fiiould be delivered up to the ven- 
geance of the people; and that on the re- 
fufal of the convention he had the im- 
pudence to call to arms^ and put in dan- 
ger the lives of the reprcfentatives of the 
French people : 

Confidcring, finally, that it is by ma- 
chinations fuch as thefe that they have 
forced from the convention, or rather from 
a fixth part of the members who com- 
pofc it, a decree which pronounced the 
arbitrary feizure and deprived of their 
funftions, without accufation, without 
evidence, in contempt of all forms, and 
through the moft criminal violation of 
the rights^of man and the jiational fove- 
rcignty,thirty.two reprcfentatives marked 
out and profcribed by the confpirators 
themfelves : 

They declare to their conftituents, to 
the citizens of every department, and to 
the French people, whofe rights and fove- 

reignty 
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rcignty have been thus Ihamefully vio- 
lated, that from the moment in which 
the unity of the national reprefentation 
has been broken by an act of violence^ 
of which the hiftory of nations has never 
yet furnilhed.an example, they have nei- 
ther been able nor have they thought it 
their duty to take any part in the delibe- 
rations of the affembly •: ^ : 
That driven by thefe unhappy cir- 
cumftances to the impoflibility of op- 
pofing by their individual exertions the 
flightei^ obftade to the fuccefs of the 
confpirators, they can only proclaim to 
the whole republic the hateful fcenes 
of which they have been both the wit- 
neffcs and the vidims, 

Paris,, the 6th of June, 
«d year of the French repubhc* 

Signed by.feventy-thrce deputies* 
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No, II. 

JtvEPUBLICANS, you arc acquainted 
with the dangers which threaten the pub- 
lic weal. They arc fo great that wc mult 
cither take arms and die in the field of 
honour, or fubmit to the ftroke of the 
aflaffin in our homes. Wc muft fave 
the republic, or perifti with it: we mud 
crouch to anarchy, or deftroy it. Wc 
mud refgrne our rank among the nations, 
or yield the precedence to the flavc of 
the Afiatic dcfpot, or the uncivilized 
Tartarian horde. 

When the national reprefentation, by 
loGng its unity, becomes virtually dif- 
folvedi when the departments, whofe 
deputies are (hamefuUy arretted, confider 
themfelvcs in reality as no longer repre- 
fentcd; when the majefty of the people is 
violated by the attempts committed againft * 
its mandatories ; when the faftion which 
is longing for the return of royalty in- 

folently 
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folently domineers over that corrupted 
city by which we are nienaced, there is 
po longer any room for hefitation. 

Shame and flavery, or let us fly to Pa- 
fts I You wafte the precious moments 
which are yet left to apply the remedy, 
in deliberating on the difeafe. Your 
country, your liberties, your honour as 
Frenchmen, yourfelves, your wives, and 
children, are loft. Neither public nor 
private fortunes any longer exift : ypu 
Jofc four years of toil, of care, of labour, 
fif watchings, of battles, and torrents of 
blood ihed in defence of the moft glo« 
rious of caufes. Thefe will be inevita- 
bly loft, and it is but a vile handful of 
fadious traitors who are deciding on the 
liberty of twenty- five millions of men. 

In this critical and defperate fituation 
one general voice is heard from the cen«. 
tre to the confine^ of the republic. It 
proclaims that the nation is roufed, to 
conquer or die. The nation is roufed ; 
Ni kt 
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Irt -us inarch ! Marfcilles calls on yon-5 
Marfcilles which has unqueftionabl^ lb 
4nuch right to your confidence, and iy 
•deep a concern m the fupport of this re- 
volution, of which file has given fo noble 
an exampfle. This appeal is the laft ufe 
^hich file wifiies to make of the liberty 
of Tpeech in order to promulgate the 
great refolutions fiie has adopted, and 
the decifive meafures flic has taken. Fat 
from a warlike people, far from a nation 
of foldiers, who wait only the fignal for 
Jjattle, be the vain tinfel of words ! To 
4dare, and to a£t, is all we have to do. 

Let us ftrike 5 and let Frenchmen, fo 
long charadterifed as frivolous, fliew the 
<world, that if they deferved the imputa- 
tion while under the controul of kings, 
they have now refumed their antient ha- 
bitudes, and are become independent 
and formidable like the Cauls and the 
Franks, frOm whom they glory in being 
deicended. 

Re- 



Republicans, who pant for liberty ait(5 
d^teft licentioufnefs, who abhor royal ty^ 
and defire the eftablilhmcnt of the re- 
public united and undivided, league your- 
fclves with the M^arfcillois, who breathe, 
the fame vows already made by a confi- 
derable number of departments. They^ 
declare that the prefent political ftate of 
Paris is equivalent to- a declaration 06 
civil war againft the whole republic. 

They accufe, and prefent to you as 
guilty of all the diforders that afllicft 
France^ Philip d*Ofleanrs and his* fac- 
tion 5 the frantic monfter * whqfe ve- 
nal howlings are his purchafe, and whofe. 
name would fully this declaration ;. the 
den of the Jacobins of Paris; the iedi. 
tious and fa£tious men who are fpreading 
themfelves throughout the republic, and 
exciting it to commotion. Marfeilles 
points them out as common enemies^ 

♦ Marat. 
N 3, who 



< 47^ ) 

who have been wiQiing to kad us to the 
brink of the precipice, to Adulterate their 
monftrous but mcafured fyftcm of anar- 
chy with a king of their own creating: 
and this king would have been the moft 
dilhonoured being in exiftence; a man 
overwhelmed with debt, rich in difgrace, 
debauchery,, and bafenefs ; a man whom 
no virtuous citizen would admit among 
his fervants, and who would be driven 
by thcmfelves from their focicty; a man^ 
in (horr, who is imprifoned within our 
walls, and of whofe fpeedy and fevere 
puniifament we are equally defirous. 

Wc inyiteyou to fign with us thisjuft 
and indifpenfable covenant which we pro« 
pofe for the public fafety, and to wipe 
off the ftain of fo many injuries. 

Marfeillcs, therefore, declares, that it 
IS in ^ legal llate of refiftanoe to oppref- 
fion, and that it is authorifed by the law 
to make war againft the feditious : 

2. That it can no longer acknowledge 

a con« 
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a convention who& lifeity is violated, to 
be the national reprefentation ; and that 
at that period only, when the deputies 
of the people Ihali be fully and freely 
reinftated in their funftions, the nation 
will obey its orders with confidence and 
fubmiflion : 

3. That the throne of anarchy has 
been raifed on the wrecks, of the throne 
you have overturned, and that tyranny is 
deteftable in proportion to the corrup- 
tion of thofe who arc prompted to cxer- 
cife it : 

4. That the confpirators have already 
proceeded to diflblve the national con- 
vention by reducing and diforganizing it, 
and exciting it to afts of folty, ralhnefs, 
and diforder j and that the French nation 
can confidcr thofe a^s which are pro- 
mulgated by a portion of its reprefenta- 
tives who yet keep their feats, only as 
evidences of the tyranny exercifed over 

N 4 fomc 
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fomc by the perfidy and wickednefs o£ 
others : 

• 5. That the imprifonment of a 'great 
number of deputies of the convention is 
an attempt miide in the delirium of guilt, 
an adt which ppfterity will fcarcciy be- 
lieve, if its authenticity were not proved 
by the record of the juft vengeance we 
have fworn to, take, and which you will 
aid us in infiiding : 

; 64 That the good citizens who ftill 
inhabit Paris are invited toafljft, as much 
as lies in their power, tlie united efforts 
which we are going to make for the pub- 
lic welfare, and to let the whole weight 
of the refponfibility reft on the heads of 
the confpirators, which we declare are 
forfeited by their crimes : 

7.. That the domineering faftion at 
Paris has compelled the departments to 
lead into that city, fo long the prey and 
fport of ambitious men, the military 
force which is the laft refource of the fo* 

Ycrciga 
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vereign people; declaring at the fame 
time that the united force under the di- 
redion of the departments, and in con- 
formity to their wiflies, is deftined to ex- 
tirpate thofe whofe criminal hands have 
been employed in effefting the ruin of 
their country : 

8. That every man capable of bearing; 
arms is fummoned, in the name of the 
law, in that of his own and the public 
intereft, and in the name of human ity>. 
to join his efforts in ftrengthening the^ 
dyke which we are oppofing to this de- 
folating torrent •, that he may avoid be 
ing fwept away into that abyfs which the 
anarchifts and infamous plunderer-s^haver 
opened before us : 

9. That by decreeing a l^vjrof a ffated. 
number of men ready- tq join in mafs to 
deftroy utterly every faftion in its ftrong- 
hold, the Marfeilk)i$i who are folicitous to 
finilh a revolution which they began, and 
make the example which they have juft 

N 5 .given 
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given an objeft of imitation, caH upon 
every citizoi to join, them who is anxi- 
ous to dcferve well of mankind. 

They have taken this preliminary ftep 
only in confideration of the urgency of 
the meafures to be adopted, fubmitting 
them to the examination and the appro- 

. bation of the whole fovereign body, with- 
out pretending to fet bounds to the zeal 
of the generous defenders of their coun- 
try, who fiiall voluntarily come forward 
to ftrengthen the phalanx of liberty. 
They ^ope that* it will increafc in its 
march, and that every citizen anxious 
for the public weal will bear apart : 

lo. That in the colours of this army 
the foldiers of the country (hall read in- 

/fcribcd the accomplifhment of every good 
law : ** The republic united and undi- 
vided, refpeft for perfons and property •/* 
words of confolation already graven on 
^vcry heart : 

I J. That we appeal to God, and to 

our 
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our arms, againft the attempts that have 
been made on the unity of the national 
reprefentation, againft the violence which 
has been excrcifed on the perfonal liberty 
of our fpccial deputies, againft the con- 
fpiracies deftruftivc of liberty, from 
which the fuperintendance of Pcovidence 
has delivered us, of which Marfeilles is 
purfuing the accomplices who undertook 
to execute the mod horrible deeds within 
its walls. A popular tribunal, the guar- 
dian of eftabliftied and well regulated 
order, is carrying on the profecution of 
the confpirators, notwithftanding the ob- 
ftacles with which it is furrounded. In- 
vefted with the confidence of the people, 
and by them fupported^ the moft impc« 
rious law, that of circiimftances, deter- 
mines the a^ivity of its operations ; and 
the people of Marfeilles, far fromdeferv- 
ing to be confidered as difobedient to the 
law, in making ufe of the fword to pu- 
niih the guilty, fulfil the firft of focial 
N 6 duties, 
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duties, which cgnfifts in the diftribution 
of the moft exemplary juftice. 

It is thus that the city of Marfeilles^ 
' in addition to the motives ariGng from 
the general danger of the republic, joins 
the detail of the particular grievances 
which affedl its tranquillity, and explains 
the neceflity it is under of iilencing its 
calumniators, who, in defpair at not hav- 
ing fucceeded in kindling the torch of 
difcord among us, have dared to prefent 
it to the convention as the light of truth. 
Republicans, the fignal is given. The 
moments are precious, and the mcafurcs- 
arc decifive. Let us march, let the law 
enter with us into Paris ! and if you are 
unacquainted with the way, follow the 
traces of the blood of your brethren, 
which will lead you to the feet of its 
wallsyfrom whence have iflued forth thofe 
murderous fcourges, thofe fanguinary 
confpiracies, and that confuming traffic 
of finance, the fourcc of all our mifery. 

There 



There you will give liberty to goocfi 
citizens, dignity to the national convea- 
tion, the ruffians will difappcar, and the? 
republic will be faved. 

Taken into confideration in the ge* 
neral committee of the 32 feftions 
of Marfeilles, the 12th of June, 
1 793, the fecond year of the French 
republic. 

Signed, 

Pei-oux, Prefident. 
Castellanet and T secretaries: 

PlNATAL, J 

Ycfterday, the 16th, all the admini- 
ftrative bodies took the oath apreiTed ia 
the manifefto. 
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No. III. 

X HE ftccufation againft me is founded 

wholly on the fuppofition of my being 
an accomplice with men called confpira- 
tors. My friendfhip forafewof ihofeper- 
fons is prior to the political circumftances 
which form the charge againft them, The 
correfpondence I held with them by an 
intermediate channel, at the time of their 
departure from Paris, is altogether fo- 
reign to date affairs. I have had in 
truth no political correfpondence $ and in 
this rcfpeft I might abfolutely deny the 
charge ; yet, although I cannot be calU 
ed upon to give an account of my pri- 
vate affe&ions, I may glory in them, 
as I do in the whole of my condud):, 
and I have nothing to conceal from the 
world. 

I declare then, that I have received 
teftimonies of regret on account of my 
xmprifonment, and was informed that 

Duperret 
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Duperret had two letters for me y but 
whether written before or after my friends 
had left Paris> whether from one or two 
of them, I am altogether ignorant, fincc 
thefe letters have never reached me. At 
another time, I was earneftly conjured 
to efcape from my prifon, and received 
offers of afliftance in the attempt, and 
to convey me to whatever place I fhould 
think proper. I was deterred from ac - 
cepting thefe offers, from confiderations 
both of duty and honour -, of duty, be- 
caufe I would not injure thofe to whofc 
care I was committed ; of honour, fince 
in all cafes I fhould prefer cxpofing my- 
felf to the confequences of every ppfflble 
vexation, rather than incur the appear- 
ances of guilt, by a flight unworthy 
of my charaftcr. I ihould not have 
been fo carelefs with regard to my fafety 
on the 31D: of May, had I had an in- 
tention of effefting my efcape at 'a later 
period* This is the extent of my con- 
nections 
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ncftions with my friends who fled; Urr- 
doubtedly if the commumcation had not 
been interrupted between us, or if I had 
not been reftrained by my imprifonmcnt; 
I (hould have endeavoured to procure 
information concerning them, for I knew 
of no law that forbids it. Alas ! in 
whac age, or amongft what people were 
thofe fentiments of efteem and fidelity 
which bind men ta each other, ever ac- 
counted a crime ^ I do not pretend to 
decide upon the meafures taken by thofe 
who were profcribed : but I never will 
believe that thofe men have intended ill^ 
whofe integrity, patriotifm, and generous 
devotion to their country I have feen fb 
clearly difplayed. If they have erred, 
their errors are thofe of virtue •, they arc 
overcome without being degraded j they 
are unfortunate in my eyes, without be- 
ing guilty. If I am criminal in offer- 
ing vows for their fafety, I declare my- 
fclf fo to th« whole world. 1 am under 

no 



:J 
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no cancern for their glory, and I wiF- 
lingly ihare in the honour of being op- 
prefled by their enemies* 1 have knowa 
thefe generous men who are accufed of 
having • confpired againft their country^ 
They were firm but humane republicans i 
they were perfuaded that good laws were 
neceflary to make the republic beloved 
by thofe who had no confidence in its 
ftability : but this was indeed a more 
difficult talk than to murder them. The 
hiftory of all ages has proved that great 
talents are neceffary to lead men to vir- 
tue by good laws, while violence alone 
has been fufEcient to redrain them by 
terror, or annihilate them by death. I 
have heard my friends maintain that 
plenty, like happinefs, could only refulc 
from an equitable government ; that the 
omnipotence of bayonets might produce 
fear, but not bread. J have feen them 
animated by the warmcft cnthufiafm for 
the happinefs of the people, difdaining tOr 

flaiLter 
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flatter them, determined to fall rather 
the vidlims of their blindnefs^ than de- 
ceive them. I own that thefe princi- 
ples and this conduft have appeared to 
me altogether different from thofe of ty- 
rants and ambitious men, who amufe the 
people only to cnflave; them. It is for thefe 
reafons that I am filkd with eftecm for 
thefe generous men. This error, if it be 
one, will go with me to the grave, and 
I (hall glory in following thofe whon> 1 
could not accompany thither. 

My defence, I may venture to aflert, 
is more neceffary to thofe who arc defi- 
rous of being informed, than it is to 
myfelf. Confcious of having fulfilled my 
duties, I look to the future with fecu- 
rity and confidence* My tafte for ftudy 
and my habits of retirement have kept 
me at a diftance both from the follies of 
diOipation; and from the buftle of in- 
trigue. Enamoured of liberty, the va- 
lue of which i learnt from refledion, 

I viewed 
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I viewed the revolution with tranfport, 
perfuaded that it was the epocha of the 
fubverfion of defpotifm, which I deteft ; 
of the reformation of abufcs> under which 
I had often fighcd, while the fate of the 
unhappy and opprefled hung upon my 
heart. I have followed the progrefs of 
the revolution with folicitudc. I have 
ttcprefled myfclf on the fubjeft .with 
warmth 5 but I have never overpaffed the 
limits prefcribed me by my fex. Some ta- 
lents perhaps, alittle philofophy, a greater 
degree of courage, and which in times 
of danger did not weaken that of my huf* 
band,^re probably what thofe who knew 
me have imprudently afcribed to- me, and 
which may have contributed to make 
me enemies amongft thofe by whom I 
was not known. Roland fometimes em- 
ployjed me as his fccretary ; and the cc- 
Jebrated jctter to ,the king, for inftance, 
^as copied wholly by me.^ This would 
be a good paper enough to frame part 

of 
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cf my indidment, if the Auftrians were^ 
my profecutors, and thought proper tor 
extend the refponfibility of the minifter 
to his wife. But Roland had long fince 
difpla) cd his fcntiments, and his love o£ 
great principles. The evidence of this 
txifts in the nun^erous books which he 
has publilhed during thcfe fifteen years 
paft. His . knowledge and his integrity; 
are eminently his own ;. and he bad no 
need of a wife to become a wife and 
faithful minifter* Neither conferences 
nor cabals have ever been held at his^ 
houfe. His friends, his colleagues, who- 
ever they were, and his acquaintances 
jnet at bis table once a week,, where ia 
very public converfatio» they difcourfed 
openly on thofe topics in which every one 
.was interefted. On the whole, the v/rit* 
ings of this minifter breathe throughout 
the love pf order and peace^ explaining 
in the moft affeding manner the beft 
principles of morality and policy.. Thcjf 

will 
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^ill for ever bear witnefs to^his ^vifdom^ 
as the accounts he has given in bear wic- 
nefs to his integritf . 

1 return to the crime imputed to me; 
I obferve that I had no intimate ac- 
quaintance with Dopcrret. I had feme* 
times feen him, while my hufband was 
minifter, but he had hot vifited me dur- 
ing the fix months that have elapfed 
lince Roland quitted the adminiftration : 
and I might make the fame remark rc- 
fpefting the other deputies who were our 

. friends ; which certainly does not tally 
with the accufation of confpiracy and 
fecret underftanding imputed to us. Jt 
is clear from my firft letter to Duperrer, 
that I wrote to this deputy, only becaufe 
i found it difficult to write to any other, 
with the idea that he would be inclined 
to render me fervice. My correfpond- 
cnce with him, therefore, was not a thing 
projcfted 5 it was not the feqiiel of any 
preceding connexions s and it had no 

political 
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political view. It furniftied me with u 
opportunity of receiving intelligence of 
thofe who were abfent, and with whom I 
was in habits of friendlhip, altogether 
independent of political confiderations* 
Such coniiderations formed no part of 
the correfpondence which I held with 
them in the firft moments of their ab- 
fence. No menK>rial to this effeft is 
brought in evidence againft me* Thofc 
which are produced, only intimate that 
1 fhare in the opinions of thofe who arc 
called confpirators. This induftion is 
founded, I own it to "the world, and I 
glory in this conformity of fcntiment ; 
but I have never publilhcd thefe fcnti- 
ments in any manner that can be im- 
puted tome as a crime. In order to 
eftablilh the being an, accomplice in any 
projedt, it muft be proved that advice 
has been given, and means furni(hed. I 
have done neither j I am thcreforf^ not 
guilty in the eyes of the law j there is 
9 none 
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none which can condemn me; there 
cxifts no faft for the application of any* 
I know that in revolutions, law as wdl 
as juftice is often forgotten ; and the 
evidence of this is, that I am at this bar. 
I am indebted for this profecucion only 
to thofe prejudices and that violent 
•hatred which burft forth amidft great 
convulfions, and which, in general, fix 
upon thofe who are placed in confpicu- 
ous fituations, or who are known to 
poffefs energy of charafter. It would 
have been eafy for me to have avoided 
this trial which I forefaw ; but I thought 
it more becoming to meet it : I thought 
that I owed this example to my country : 
I thought that if I ihould be condemned, 
I Ihould leave to my tyrants the odium 
of facrificing a woman who had no other 
crime than perhaps fome talents of which 
(he feldom availed herfelf, great zeal 
for the interefts of mankind, courage to 
adhere to her unfortunate friends, and to 

render 
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render homage to truth at the hazard xj£ 
her life. Thofe who have true greatnefs 
of foul throw away fclfifli feelings, re- 
member that they. belong only to the 
Ipccies, and look to futurity for their 
reward. I belong to the virtuous and 
perfecuted Roland. I was in habits of 
friendlhip with men whom ignorance and 
the jealous hatred of low, vulgar minds 
have profcribed, and murdered. I am 
to perifh alfo, becaufe it is confident 
with the principles of tyranny to facrificc 
thofe whom it has cruelly opprcfled, and 
annihilate even every witnefs of its crimes. 
Under both thefe titles you ought to 
condemn me to die, and I await my fen- 
tence. When innocence mounts thefcaf- 
fold to which it is condemned by error 
or wickednefs, it reaches the goal of 
triumph. May I be the laft vidim that 
ihall be facrificed ! I Ihall leave with joy 
this unhappy land, which is deftroying 
the good, and drinking in the blood of 

tha 
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thejuft. O truth, my country, frlend- 
Ihip, facred objedls, fentiments dear to 
my heart, receive my laft offering ! My 
life \vas devoted to you, and ye alone 
fpread a foftncfs and grace over my laft 
moments ! God of heaven ! enlighten 
this unhappy people, for whofe liberty I 
breathe my warmeft vows. — Liberty !— 
to thofe great fouls it eminently belongs 
who defpife death, and who can meet it 
with courage : but it; was not formed 
for weak minds, who compound with 
crime, while they conceal their felf-love 
and their cowardice under the name of 
prudence. It was not formed for thofe 
profligate men, who, rifing from their beds 
of debauchery, or creeping forth from a 
fink of wretchednefs, run and bathe them- 
felves in the blood that ftreams from the 
fcaffolds. But it is the guardian of a 
wife and humane people who pracflife 
juftice, defpife flatterers, know their true 
friends, and revere truth. As long as 
Vol. I. O * you 
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